


Voices 
Journal of Cultural Studies 

Volume III, 2016-2017 

Cultural and Public History Association, 

California State University, Fullerton. 

COPYRIGHT © 2017 

Voices, Journal of Cultural Studies 

is published once a year by the  

Cultural and Public History Association of 

California State University, Fullerton. 

Editorial Correspondence 

should be addressed to 

Dr. Benjamin Cawthra & CPHA 

California State University, Fullerton 

History Department  

800 N. State College Boulevard,  

Fullerton, CA 92834. 

Voices, Journal of Cultural Studies, 

its editorial board, and publishers  

disclaim responsibility and liability for 

statements, either fact or opinion, 

made by its contributors. 

Submissions were solicited and received 

from all academic levels, undergraduate and 

graduate, and welcomed from all CSUF 

departments. The vast array of subject 

matters and types of work makes this 

publication a unique, cutting-edge student 

publication. The editors thank all authors 

and artists, and encourage to future 

submissions from all university students. 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 

David Wells 

CO-EDITORS 

Dane Royster 

Jonathan Snyder 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Joshua Cawley 

Catherine Ciavarella 

Jessica Costa 

Gregory DiGilio 

Alyssa Dilday 

Anissa Garcia 

Elizabeth Jiminez 

Camille Johnson 

Sarah Kim 

Sara Long 

Jessica Pasco Nielsen 

Jonathan Snyder 

COVER ART - Lacrimal 

Catherine Ciavarella 

FACULTY ADVISOR 

Dr. Benjamin Cawthra 



ii 
 

Acknowledgements 

 First and foremost, I would like to extend my thanks to each of the contributors to this 

edition of Voices, which exists entirely for their sake. These students not only submitted their 

own work, but also reviewed the work of their fellow contributors, and their cooperation through 

multiple edits and revisions have allowed us to refine this journal’s quality to the highest 

standard. I would also like to specifically thank Catherine Ciavarella for providing this edition’s 

excellent cover art in addition to her own writing. 

 Thanks are also due to the CSUF faculty that have assisted the journal, starting with the 

Cultural and Public History Association’s faculty advisor, Dr. Benjamin Cawthra, who 

introduced me to the journal and continues to support our member’s endeavors. My appreciation 

also goes out to Dr. Nancy Fitch, Dr. Allison Varzally, and rest of the History department for 

their support. I would also like to thank the other department chairs and program coordinators 

who corresponded with me in order to spread the word about the journal: Dr. Stephen Mexal of 

the English Department, Dr. James Hussar of the Modern Languages and Literatures 

Department, Dr. Renae Bredin of the Women and Gender Studies Program, Dr. William Haddad 

of the Asian Studies Program, and Dr. Patricia Pérez of the Chicana and Chicano Studies 

Department. I also want to thank the staff of the Writing Center for advertising the journal. 

 For providing the funding for printing Voices’ third edition, many thanks are in order for 

the members of the Humanities and Social Sciences Inter-Club Council, including Chair 

Jonathan Schreiber, Vice Chair Christopher Meza, Director of Administration Abigail Harrod, 

Advisor and Assistant Dean Connie Moreno Yamashiro, and each representative of the council’s 

respective clubs, who provided wonderful insight and opportunities for student activity across 

campus. 

 Finally, I owe my deepest gratitude to the fellow CPHA members whose participation 

made this journal possible: Elizabeth Jiminez, Joshua Cawley, Jonathan Snyder, and Dane 

Royster. As former editors-in-chief themselves, Jonathan Snyder and Dane Royster’s support has 

been absolutely invaluable, and it is through their help that we were able to pull this thing 

together. 

  



iii 
 

Letter from the Editor in Chief 

 In the wake of the political upheavals of 2016, I believe the works included in this third 

edition of Voices – and the existence of Voices itself – are more important and more relevant 

than ever before. Life in the Philippines, racial tensions with police, expressions of feminism, 

Iran and Islam, women’s rights, health care, the transgender community, displays of American 

history, national parks and American identity, acts of American diplomacy in Cuba, the 

automation of manufacturing, and the current state of journalism; each and every one of these 

topics is a part of heightened national and global discussion, interwoven in various ways and 

crisscrossing boundaries of race, gender, technology, and nations. 

 Through this wide-ranging 

collection of works, I believe that this 

journal not only reflects the scholarly 

accomplishments of students at 

California State University, Fullerton, but 

also illustrates their engagement with the 

world around them. By offering new 

perspectives and examining the historical 

roots the issues encountered in today’s 

world, it is my hope that the voices 

shared by this journal will encourage our 

readers to delve into the topics and issues 

that matter to them, and perhaps motivate 

them to share their voices as well. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

David Wells 
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Excerpts from Tracks 

By Camille Johnson 

Public transportation is central to the lives of many Filipinos living and working in Metro Manila. The 

Metro Rail Transport system, which over half a million people ride every day, has been under fire 

recently for a number of issues: privatization resulting in fee increases, too few trains to accommodate 

passengers, lapses in safety, etc. Tracks is a short story cycle that aims to illustrate the struggles that many 

passengers go through, within and outside of the train, by presenting multiple perspectives and stories 

from people who go through the station at different times of the day. 

 

6:09 am 

e was late. So were the 

trains. Trains only got in 

the way of what he was 

heading there for anyway. People still lined 

up for the supposed 5:30 opening and he 

needed those people or more accurately, he 

needed those people to give him some 

money. Yesterday was slow. If he wanted to 

go back home tonight, he’d have to make up 

for that. 40 pesos in addition to the 100 he 

needed today. He got a handful of coins 

from staying at the bus terminal overnight 

and got to lick the goto bowls left on the 

stall counter. So long as he didn’t let himself 

be seen by the customers, at the behest of 

the woman who was tasked with scooping 

the ladleful of liquid into Styrofoam 

containers at three in the morning, he could 

stay. That could tide him over until 

tomorrow, at least.  

 It was far too late. The sun was up, 

the air hot with exhaust, tropical sunlight, 

human body heat and anger, the streets 

congested with bodies and machines that 

were nowhere near where they had to be yet. 

His feet were sticky with sweat and spent 

too little time off the ground for his flip-

flops to smack his heels. It made him feel 

slow, lazy. The herds of people trying to 

leave Cubao left little room to take steps. 

Like him, some were headed to the 

platforms. Others, to various other terminals, 

some probably to that same bus stop where 

he spent the night. He could kick himself for 

being stupid enough to fall asleep so close to 

sunrise but held off, knowing that someone 

at home would be glad to do that work for 

him if he didn’t come back with the money. 

 Finally, he made it to the main road. 

He needed to cross to get to the right side of 

the platform where there would be more 

people and where those people, freshly 

 H 
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unfresh from their jeep rides, would already 

have their larger bills broken into change 

that couldn’t buy anything on its own. Of 

course, he had to compete for that change 

with not only the other beggars but with the 

ticket counters as well, with their 

occasionally strict exact change only policy. 

The ticket counters won most of the time, 

sometimes on days when they didn’t need 

exact change at all. And then there were the 

occasional train riders, the balikbayans, the 

people whose cars broke down, the 

blissfully ignorant, that didn’t keep up with 

the fare hikes and were surprised that the 

counters would now take their bills in 

addition to change. He had to stay all day to 

get anything anymore. 

His flip-flops clicked as he stepped 

down onto the harrowed streets of EDSA. 

Planning what he would have to do to get 

more money than usual, he thought about 

what compliments he could throw at the 

school girls, which spots he could settle in 

where he wouldn’t have so much 

competition, the face he could make when 

he made eye contact with the white people 

so that they would reach into their pockets 

where they unwisely kept their wallets. He 

felt the coins in his pocket tap his leg as he 

walked and he felt self-conscious. If he met 

his goal today, he would be carrying more 

money than usual, which unsettled him 

before it comforted him. As he was weaving 

through halted traffic like a pinball through 

the playfield, a man in a white uniform and 

gold-plated nametag came barreling out of a 

jeepney with more speed than any vehicle 

on the road.  

 “Tangina naman, o!” 

 He didn’t know where the man went, 

didn’t care. He had to pick up some of the 

coins that fell out of the pocket of his khaki 

shorts. Couldn’t afford to lose those. His ID 

had fallen out as well. 50 pesos to get a 

replacement. Definitely couldn’t afford to 

lose that either. He jammed it as far back 

into his pocket as possible. It would ruin the 

cheap plastic coating but he knew no teacher 

would be reprimanding him about it any 

time soon. Arvin Magbanua was a name that 

the teachers knew better than to call every 

day during role. They all knew what his 

empty chair looked like, if not his face. 

 Deep in his pocket underneath all 

that change, he wouldn’t have to worry 

about that ID again.  

6:52 am 

 The fucking kid grimed up his 

sleeve. 
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 He didn’t notice right away. How 

could he have time to notice when he had to 

make it to the platform before the line 

slithered down the stairs and onto the 

sidewalk? Now that he had not made it and 

had been standing in line for half an hour, 

there was ample time for observation and 

self-reflection and rumination upon the 

various complexities of Ruben Apilado and 

all within his world. The backs of people’s 

heads proved largely uninteresting. No one 

is done up before 7:00 am in Cubao. 

Kamuning though, tangina…all those 

artista wannabes hoping to get discovered 

may not be appreciated by the GMA 

producers they worked for but they had solid 

fanbases all along EDSA.  

 After the five different hairstyles 

sported by the hundred people around him, 

the dwindling wares of the fishball vendor 

below, and his phone failing to provide 

adequate mental stimulation, he remembered 

that he collided with someone earlier and 

checked to make sure that everything was as 

it should be. That’s when he noticed the 

blotch of dust or charcoal or disease or 

whatever it was on his sleeve. He could try 

to scrub it off in between classes. No way he 

could try to get tidied up before class; he 

was late enough as is. Without soap in the 

washroom, the sleeve was a lost cause 

anyway.  

 God fucking damn it, of course the 

day he had to meet with his sponsor he’d not 

only smell like rotten bananas, he’d have the 

spots to match. They always said that the 

people over there had a weird smell anyway, 

so his current state might not even be that 

big of a deal. At least Ruben could console 

himself with the fact that his hair was still in 

place; his old man knew his hair gel. He had 

recently adapted a side part because it 

looked more professional, respectable, like 

Jose Rizal—and that guy was on money. 

Surely, it could only help his sponsor come 

to the conclusion that he was a responsible 

young aspiring professional. 

 Sponsor. What a weird thing to call a 

cousin, especially one the family used to call 

Pla-Pla because as a kid he thought a tilapia 

was too cute to eat for dinner and tried to 

hide it in his diaper. Now, Ruben’s future, 

his mom’s and little brother’s and sister’s 

too, depended on convincing Pla—Rashid—

that he wouldn’t screw everything up for 

him by breaking the law over there, or 

worse, by being an embarrassment. The 

UAE had a decent market for Filipino nurses 

and newly-imposed stricter rules for 

immigration. Rashid would have to take on a 
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lot of responsibility to sponsor Ruben, but 

they were family and that meant something, 

at least until you completely fucked shit up 

by wasting money on a Philosophy degree 

and deservedly becoming poor immediately 

afterward, or becoming an atheist or an 

agnostic.  

Ruben liked to think he had his shit 

together. He almost had his bachelor’s in 

nursing—a useful degree, managed not to 

knock anyone up, and always dropped a 

little change in the offering basket at church 

whenever he went. He had to have his shit 

together now. He couldn’t step out of line, 

not like this guy to his left was doing. Ruben 

understood that unwanted contact with your 

fellow man on and around the train on a 

weekday morning was one of life’s less 

pleasant realities but this contact was 

avoidable. This guy kept trying to take steps, 

bending his arm, and sticking out his elbow 

for no reason. It didn’t read like a 

neurological disorder, so Ruben felt that his 

annoyance was justifiable. Proud of his 

diagnosis, he felt that his skills would be put 

to good use in a hospital in Dubai. Rashid 

couldn’t possibly not think so. 

  Rashid was back home for a little 

over a month since he had accrued enough 

good faith that his employers allowed him to 

take some time off after they heard about the 

death in the family. He lied and said it was 

his own father to bolster his chances. It was 

unnecessary. They would have given him 

the leave anyway. Rashid’s IT job was 

lenient with his hours. The opportunity to 

come in to work two days a week had been 

offered to him. The rest of the week, he 

could code from home. He refused, mostly 

because the office was far more pleasant 

than his home which was far too dirty for 

how empty it was, but what he actually told 

them was that he felt more productive in a 

professional environment, earning even 

more of their respect and trust. 

 Of course, that Rashid was actually a 

citizen of the UAE helped. His father was 

Emirati and his Filipina mother, Ruben’s 

Tita Myrna, birthed him in Dubai. And that 

was the story of how the world opened up 

for Rashid in a way that it hadn’t for his 

cousin Ruben, still stuck in line for the train, 

about to be late for Pharmacology.  

7:15 am 

 He could smuggle in a knife if he 

wanted to. The security check was total 

bullshit. Guards poked their sticks in 

people’s bags but never actually checked 

what was in there. You could be hiding 

twenty rounds of ammunition and a rifle in 
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an inner pocket in a duffle bag and they’d let 

you mosey on through. He knew because 

he’d experimented before. A toy grenade, a 

balisong wrapped in newspaper, a print out 

on how to assemble a pipe bomb, none of 

these ever made them take him aside. As far 

as they were concerned, Mark Balanan was 

an upstanding citizen of the Republic of the 

Philippines.  

The security equipment did not 

compensate for the failings of the human 

guards. The metal detectors they had 

wouldn’t go off for a lead-plated infantry 

tank filled with cannonballs—and not just 

because the tank wouldn’t fit through them.  

 It’s not like there was ever enough 

room in the cars to get enough traction for a 

decent stab anyway. If he packed a knife in 

his pocket, he wouldn’t even be able to 

reach down to pull it out without his hand 

rubbing up against some stranger. Forget 

even reaching for it, he’d just have to have it 

in his pocket for some lady’s ass to find its 

way right up against it, owner of the ass then 

turning back at him with a nasty look in her 

eye as if he would ever have any part of his 

body in such close proximity to hers if he 

had any choice. He knew this mainly, but 

not solely, from intuition. 

 Looking up to see if there was a 

clock around, he found one and quickly 

averted his eyes. He had stopped wearing a 

watch because he was always late anyway 

and didn’t like having a reminder strapped 

to his body. Out of habit or maybe boredom, 

he still checked the time anyway. He was on 

the platform, at least, finally. Might even 

make it onto the next train which will arrive 

when it arrives, as everything and everyone 

in the Philippines does.  

 On their way down from the clock, 

his eyes caught those of a girl. She seemed 

like she would be constantly asked 

“pinaglihi ka ba sa mangga?” and would 

have come up with a variety of low-key 

snarky responses. Atop that mango-shaped 

face was a typical tibak girl haircut which 

hid nothing, not the low bridge of her nose, 

not those long eyelashes, not the University 

of the Philippines lanyard around her neck, 

not the gash right above her eyebrow.  

 It was a brief encounter. He 

wondered what a UP girl was doing waiting 

for a train to Taft. She must not be going to 

school. A rally, maybe? He always carried 

markers on him—it was a must for 

architecture majors—so he could scribble a 

sign at a moment’s notice, if need be. Why 

hadn’t he heard about it?  
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 What he did hear was the train 

finally approaching. The mass of human 

shifted, moving as closely as possible to the 

yellow line at the edge of the platform. The 

train came to a halt and the passengers 

started to move. He made his way, or the 

crowd made his way as he inched toward the 

door. The girl he had seen a few moments 

before had disappeared in the crowd. She 

was tough, that one. Wasn’t going to walk to 

the special car supposedly just for women 

and the elderly. She was right in the middle 

of it.  

 The gap between the train and the 

platform, that is. 

 Inches from the door, he stopped 

when he saw her stuck, her leg caught 

between the yellow rubber and the white 

steel. The way the crowd pushed, it was no 

surprise to him that she had slipped. 

Everyone else seemed to have eyes only for 

the train door. He got as close to her as he 

could, boxed people out to give her the time 

and space needed to pull her leg out before 

the train closed its doors and started moving. 

Some people on the train at this point had 

noticed the predicament and tried to help, 

arms extending themselves to barricade this 

poor girl from the avalanche of human flesh 

that kept approaching. One arm had a plastic 

bag full of fruit around the wrist, the little 

rambutans falling out as people knocked into 

it. Mark wanted to grab that unripe 

pineapple from the bag and bash people’s 

faces in with it. He wanted to keep it until it 

over-ripened and softened and started to rot. 

He wanted to wrap that decay in a box and 

leave it by the MRT administrative offices. 

He wanted them to panic before they opened 

the box and released that foul stench into the 

air. He wanted the odor to stick in their 

nostrils and make them gag hours afterward. 

He wanted them to know the kind of stink 

that their trains carried, the stink of the 

masses whose pushing was framed to be a 

freely-made choice when the lack of trains 

due to privatization was what was pushing 

against them, the stink of death and decay 

and the pure sulfuric hellfire in which they’d 

be burning for doing this to people.  

 The girl had freed herself, tearfully 

thanked no one in particular, yet again 

disappeared into the crowd. Mark had found 

his way into the train. The doors closed. The 

train jerked as it started to accelerate and 

Mark had to reach for the pole beside him to 

balance himself. When the train had reached 

a steady speed, Mark lowered his hand. 

Being so close to the door offered a little bit 

of extra space. He looked to his sides, bent 
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his arm, sticking out his elbow—there was 

room—and reached into his pocket. 
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The Thin Blue Line 

LAPD’s Assault on LeRoi Jones’ Dutchman 

By Jonathan Snyder 

Amiri Baraka’s controversial play, Dutchman, moved to Los Angeles in 1965, where police, media, and 

theater owners attempted to stop the production. This analysis seeks to explore why these forces would go 

to such lengths to halt the play, as well as reveal the power that the Chief of Police, William H. Parker, 

retained through his military-like police core. The challenges the play faced also expose the larger 

narrative of racial tensions and subsequent LAPD inability to communicate fairly with minorities.  

 

he Los Angeles Police 

Department (LAPD) tried 

everything possible, falling 

just short of actual violence, to halt the Los 

Angeles production of LeRoi Jones’ 

Dutchman in 1965.1 It began with the LAPD 

vice squad’s issuance of a formal complaint 

against the production for indecent subject 

matter. Although the Los Angeles Attorney 

General rejected the complaint, the play then 

had to move theaters because William 

Swanson, owner of the Las Palmas Theater, 

decided that the play was too indecent to 

show at his theater. The problems did not 

stop there as newspapers decided to 

subsequently refuse advertisements of the 

play. One has to ask: why all the trouble? 

Attempts to stop the Los Angeles production 

of Baraka’s play, Dutchman, illustrate 

                                                           
 1 LeRoi Jones later changed his name to 

Amiri Baraka. This study will use both names 

intermittently.  

several divisive challenges occurring in Los 

Angeles, including a police department 

under the control of Police Chief William H. 

Parker, who used his media connections to 

cover-up his harassment and containment of 

minority groups. By using the context of 

Baraka’s play, this study will demonstrate 

how one revolutionary play succeeded in 

stirring up these manifestations of police 

control that Parker and the LAPD 

maintained during this time.  

 The play itself begins with a young 

African American man, Clay, riding a 

subway to an unknown destination. At a 

stop, he looks out the window to see a young 

blonde Caucasian woman staring at him. 

Before he knows it, the woman, Lula, sits 

next to him and begins talking to him, or 

 T 
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perhaps as George Piggford 

hypothesized, psychoanalyzing 

him (Piggford 76). In her 

playful, sometimes sensual, yet 

antagonistic dialogue, Lula 

controls the conversation and 

hence Clay’s actions by 

guessing facts about his life 

correctly and profiling him as 

a black man who has 

assimilated into modern 

working white society. She 

seems nice enough at first, but 

her personality shifts from 

amiable to increasingly 

antagonistic. Nita Kumar 

refers to Lula and her shifting 

identities, from playful to 

combative, as a symbol of 

postmodern identity (Kumar 

275-276).  

 As Lula increasingly goads Clay, she 

rises to do a belly dance in front of everyone 

while yelling at Clay to rise up and let 

loose—to drop his white man sensibilities. 

However, Lula also says, “Screw yourself, 

Uncle Tom. Thomas Woolly-head” (Baraka 

32). In this manner, Lula seemingly is not 

just attempting to help Clay break free from 

his cloud but also conjuring old images of 

blackness that showed African Americans in 

a backwards manner. Lula is a 

representative of white society’s claims that 

they want to assist African Americans while 

they mock them in the same breath. Clay 

does finally drop his white curtain as he 

erupts into a tirade against her and 

seemingly all of white society. He loses his 

mask and tells her that the reason he has to 

contain himself is because if African 

Americans let their rage free “they’ll murder 

A scene from the 1967 film production of Dutchman, starring  

Shirley Knight and Al Freeman Jr. (Photo courtesy of Hollywoodshow.com) 
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you, and have very rational explanations. 

Very much like your own. They’ll cut your 

throats, and drag you out to the edge of your 

cities so the flesh can fall away from your 

bones, in sanitary isolation” (Baraka 36). 

Clay reverses into white identity here by 

inferring that whites have murdered his 

people throughout history coldly and with 

“rational explanations” and if African 

Americans were to let their rage free then 

they might do the same. As the tension 

seems to calm, Lula tells Clay that she has 

“heard enough” and slips a knife into Clay 

and kills him (36). The subway passengers 

help her dump the body and the next 

moment, she is seemingly on the lookout for 

the next victim as she eyes another young 

black man before the curtain drops.  

 Dutchman opened in March of 1964 

at the Cherry Lane Theater in New York 

City. It became a great success for an off-

Broadway show and critics showered it with 

mostly positive reviews, although there was 

a noticeable hint of consternation from many 

critics concerning the violent racial nature of 

the play and young black LeRoi Jones 

himself. Richard Cooke of the Wall Street 

Journal called it a “racial shocker,” and New 

                                                           
 2 See Rebhorn’s 2003 analysis for further 

discussion on minstrelsy and how it pertains to Jones’ 

play. 

York Times journalist Henry Taubman 

wrote, “if this is the way even one negro 

feels, there is ample cause for guilt as well 

as alarm, and for a hastening of change” 

(Taubman 46). Newsweek proclaimed that 

Jones was “an original and dangerous young 

playwright” (qtd. in Los Angeles Sentinel 

B7) and the Los Angeles Sentinel declared 

that Jones “poked his bearded brown face 

impudently into the front door of the New 

York theatrical establishment” (B7). Some 

of the authors hint at the underlying fear of 

the young Jones and his “dangerous” 

ideologies, while the Los Angeles Sentinel 

article almost mocks Jones with the words 

“bearded brown face” and “impudent,” as if 

Jones is just a savage that broke into the 

social clubhouse. This review harks back to 

the time of minstrelsy, where white actors 

played black folks in a mocking manner, 

dancing and playing the violin while 

creating a form of blackness that illustrated 

African Americans as clowns, buffoons, and 

even worse while being a laughing stock to 

white audiences.2 It is not as though these 

journalists are purposefully conjuring 

images of minstrelsy, but there words speak 

to a time where these creations were still 
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fresh in the minds of popular culture and 

they arise perhaps subconsciously from the 

writing of these authors. 

 Los Angeles Times writer Cecil 

Smith granted the play a positive review but 

also noted that it was “volatile” and 

“fascinating” (B1). Similar to the previous 

reviews, it seems as though Smith is saying 

one thing but including an undeveloped 

footnote. His review incurs a point of view 

that Jones’ play should be seen as a 

biological or anthropological study; in other 

words, it is “fascinating” to watch this 

“volatile” uproar disseminating from these 

angry African Americans. One is at risk of 

looking too deeply into these reviews, but 

when one adds them all together, it seems as 

if many critics are mocking the rage and 

anger of this piece and its playwright. 

Regardless of these somewhat 

condescending and alternate viewpoints, the 

year ended with Jones receiving an Obie 

Award for best off-Broadway production of 

the year, launching Jones into the 

international spotlight (Los Angeles Sentinel 

B7). With this newfound success, 

production of the play moved to other 

venues across the sea and the United States. 

At the beginning of 1965, actors and 

producers began practicing for a production 

in Los Angeles.  

 The acclaim for Jones’ play came at 

a revolutionary period of history. It was no 

small feat that a young black man won the 

Obie award as well as critical claim for his 

play. This was a period not so long ago 

when African Americans fought just to drink 

from the same water fountain, ride the same 

bus seat, and even go to the same classes as 

their white counterparts. The recent federal 

1964 Civil Rights Act granted “fair 

employment, public accommodations, 

public facilities, voting rights, federally 

aided state and local programs, and other 

matters” (Social Service Review 328), but 

these measures were newly minted at the 

time and during this transition period many 

people and institutions refused to let go of 

racial hatred and archaic belief systems.  

 This act was a monumental 

achievement in Civil Rights history, 

however, and several prominent African 

American leaders achieved it through their 

hard work and determination against 

segregated racial structures; however, they 

envisioned their future in America from 

opposing viewpoints. Martin Luther King Jr. 

(MLK) contended for assimilation into 

white America; he wanted African 

Americans to have the same jobs and go to 

the same schools as white Americans, and 

he fought for this through peaceful protest 
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and dynamic rhetoric. He marched in 

Birmingham in 1963 and made his famous 

“I have a Dream Speech” in 1964. Malcom 

X, on the other hand, saw a very different 

America for African Americans. In fact, he 

battled for black power and envisioned a 

section of the country set aside for African 

Americans (Baraka 164-167). He saw the 

wrongs done to African Americans as 

unrepairable and felt no qualms about 

achieving black rights through violent 

means. As one can tell from his play, 

Baraka’s views were revolutionary and 

insurgent in nature and as such, he sided 

with the Malcom X movement. African 

American men largely left women out of the 

movement as figureheads, and this is an 

issue in Baraka’s play as well in that it 

represents a form of decidedly black 

masculinity (see Löfgren 2003 and Rebhorn 

2003). Although this analysis will not delve 

too deeply into gender relations, it should be 

noted that there are layers of colonized, or 

subalterns, under the majority power of the 

colonized.  

 Clay proclaims that he could coldly 

kill not just Lula, but all the white people in 

a calculating way, in the same fashion that 

white society has enacted on blacks in the 

past and present. However, he refrains from 

doing so and seems to relapse back into his 

old assimilated self. It is at this point that 

Lula slays him, which represents white 

society keeping the blacks down and his 

deserved death for not breaking free from 

assimilated norms. These ideas set forth in 

this play brought forth some truly 

revolutionary ideas for blacks and whites of 

the time. For blacks, Baraka’s play acts as a 

call to arms, a loudspeaker urging them to 

break free from their bonds and kill their 

white masters or else they will face a cold 

death like Clay. For predominantly white 

owners, administrators, and police, the play 

and playwright uncovered a deep fear of 

black reprisal and revolution. As the 

challenges that the Los Angeles production 

faced will demonstrate, many initiated 

defensive mechanisms to halt the play from 

reaching the eyes and ears of the insurgent 

left, and especially black militants, or else it 

might spread violent ideologies.  

 When Baraka’s play first moved to 

Los Angeles, an array of protagonists 

attempted to terminate the production. It 

began with the LAPD vice squad lodging an 

obscenity complaint against Dutchman and 

its counterpart play, The Toilet. As ludicrous 

as it might sound, the charges escalated to 

the Attorney General’s office, who decided 

to drop the charge (Smith C11). Although 

the Attorney General decided against 
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prosecution, the police continued to harass 

theater owners and play producers 

throughout production. Later on March 11, 

1965, the owner of the Las Palmas Theater, 

William Swanson, walked in during a 

production of The Toilet and “was so 

outraged by its earthy language that he 

ordered the company out of the theater” 

(Smith A1). The producers insisted that they 

had signed a lease with the theater and that 

Swanson had to oblige the company. After 

litigation, the owner agreed to allow the 

actors to rehearse but decided, “He would 

surrender his license rather than have the 

plays open here” (Smith A1). The producers 

moved the show to the Warner Playhouse 

where it opened on March 24, 1965; the 

LAPD, however, devised further challenges 

for the play. 

 A couple days before March 27, 

1965, the police attempted to shut down the 

play by stating “that the exhibitors had 

failed to secure police commission permits 

required for all shows in the city, and hence 

could not operate commercially until a 

permit can be secured” (Los Angeles Times 

B6). The owner and play producers fought 

against the LAPD’s new charges and 

continued harassment by not charging 

customers but allowing theatergoers to 

support the actors’ salaries by donating 

money (Los Angeles Times B6). By April 1, 

1965, Cecil Smith notes that the Police 

Commission granted Dutchman producers a 

60-day temporary permit after a 4-1 vote, 

with the dissenter being “Dr. Francisco 

Bravo, president of the commission, on what 

he agreed were moral rather than legal 

grounds” (Smith C11). Besides the 

continued police aggravation being a 

“bluenose brouhaha,” it demonstrated an 

ongoing attempt by officials to sustain 

democracy for some but not for contentious 

alternatives to the established culture (Smith 

C11). This was not the end of the charade, 

however; on April 5, 1965, the Los Angeles 

Times and The Hollywood Citizens-News 

suddenly decided that they would no longer 

run ads for the show (New York Times 31). 

Dutchman producer, Rita Fredricks, also 

noted, “Other forms of ‘harassment’ have 

taken place” (New York Times 31). Howard 

Taubman of the New York Times even went 

as far as to write, “The police evidently have 

sought to dissuade theaters from accepting 

the productions as tenants” (X1). The play 

went on regardless of all these factors, and it 

even sold out every night that it played 

(Smith C11). Although this serves as a 

lesson demonstrating that art can often 

prevail over government, sociopolitical, and 

economic forces, one must be curious when 
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considering why this cornucopia of different 

forces attempted to stop this little off-

Broadway play.   

 As it turns out, the LAPD had a 

history of quelling racial tensions by simply 

shutting things down without open 

communication. The acting Chief of Police, 

William H. Parker, was renowned by this 

time for his restructuring of the police 

department. At the beginning of his tenure, 

Parker developed special departments to 

monitor officers, the Administrative Vice 

and Intelligence and Internal Affairs 

Divisions, in order to fix the previously 

corrupt department that involved itself with 

bribery scandals, graft, fixing tickets, 

assistance in prostitution rings, and other 

shameful acts (Kramer 56). 3 Parker, a 

retired WWII veteran, developed a 

militaristic police structure in which he 

threatened imprisonment to dishonorable 

officers. Parker also managed to centralize 

the LAPD completely under his control by 

maintaining political power over all other 

local governing bodies, including the mayor, 

City Council, and Police Commission 

(Kramer 50). With the use of this power, he 

also ignored the pleas of minority groups 

                                                           
 3 There is scant comprehensive work on 

Chief Parker and his reign as Chief. Alisa Kramer’s 

2007 study is the first large-scale study of this subject 

and synthesizes perfectly with this project. This 

and instead often blamed them for 

undermining the police (Kramer 44).  

 In addition, Parker “rejected police-

sponsored programs for juveniles and 

argued that his officers were policeman, not 

social workers” (Kramer 49). The chief 

created a force that only sought criminal 

intent and envisioned young minorities as 

potential criminals, not citizens that needed 

assistance. Further, Parker acquired fervent 

anti-communist beliefs as well as harsh 

feelings towards the liberal left who he saw 

as a “Communist Fifth Column.” He 

decided that police and especially his LAPD 

symbolized a “thin blue line” against not 

only crime but also these other sinister 

threats to American democracy (see Kramer 

63-65, 68-69, and also Shaw A1). Although 

Parker initiated positive change in 

modernizing the LAPD, many faulted him 

for upsurges in police brutality and lack of 

communication with minority organizations. 

The police and special vice units worked 

under an umbrella of complete control and 

power over communities under his rule, 

leading to boiling feelings of rage in 

minority areas such as Watts.  

analysis apologizes for using her work copiously; 

however, I hope that my addition of theater’s 

inclusion on the subject will only add further scope to 

the subject. 
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 Chief Parker maintained a strong 

public relations campaign throughout his 

career as Chief of Police. He created a 

Public Information Division, hired media 

consultants and speechwriters, and gave 

speeches around the country. This soon 

gained him international acclaim and other 

departments sought to learn from his 

mobilized and media-savvy police 

department (Kramer 63). In addition, the 

LAPD enjoyed a positive relationship with 

the media in the 1950s and early 1960s. One 

later reporter noted, “Los Angeles media 

loved the LAPD unconditionally in those 

days so—typically—early newspaper stories 

reported only an attack against the police, 

not the ensuing beating by the police” (Shaw 

A1). Part of this derived from Parker’s 

modernization of the police force, but also 

because he allowed interviews with the 

media and retained close ties with certain 

journalists. Parker also skillfully used 

television to create shining versions of the 

LAPD through his assistance with the 

creation of the popular “Dragnet” show, as 

well as his own series entitled “The Thin 

Blue Line” (Shaw A1).  

  

Chief Parker meeting with officials during the 1965 Watts Riots. (Photo courtesy of the Los 

Angeles Public Library) 
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 Parker seemed to control all avenues 

of power in the Los Angeles area: media, 

politics, and legislation, making the mainly 

white LAPD dominant over minorities in the 

area. Minority groups had no control over 

their voices at this time and often 

newspapers slanted stories in favor of the 

modern LAPD. At face value, it seemed as if 

all was well in Los Angeles because the 

voices and words of dissentious groups were 

unable to supply the world with a different 

picture. Baraka’s play, however, symbolized 

a voice of subversion against this white 

power structure that Parker initiated in LA. 

Although no direct records exist of Parker 

directly telling the owners of the Los 

Angeles Times to stop advertising Baraka’s 

plays in the area, Chief Parker did facilitate 

a strong relationship with Norman Chandler, 

publisher of the Los Angeles Times, because 

of his conservative views and victorious 

remodeling of the LAPD (Kramer 67). The 

evidence shows that Parker or one of his 

Administrative Vice officers could have 

easily put in a call to Los Angeles Times 

headquarters for a summary blacklist of the 

play. Parker and the department used their 

contacts in an attempt to disrupt the 

dissemination of a play that spoke for 

African Americans against hegemonic rule 

and that sought to destroy the very structures 

that Parker stood for.   

 One must also question why the 

theater owner kicked the play out of his 

theater after declaring the same thing as the 

LAPD vice squad—the play was obscene. 

Obviously, Las Palmas theater owner 

William Swanson knew the acclaim that the 

play received and that there were some 

racially progressive views proclaimed in the 

play as well as vulgar language. One 

contemporary article noted that Swanson 

evicted the play because of “language and 

subject matter” (New York Times 31). 

Further, Cy Warner, theater owner of the 

Las Palmas, “charged that the police had 

‘suggested’ that he banish the present tenant 

before they granted his theater a permanent 

license” (New York Times 31). It is apparent 

that this eviction was more than personal 

dissatisfaction with the play and language 

itself. It is probable that The LAPD 

intimidated Swanson in the same way they 

did Warner, except Swanson decided to cut 

ties with the play before further police 

infractions.  

 In fact, the LAPD had a history of 

harassing citizens in the area, as LAPD 

officers cruised “the streets, looking for 

trouble before it happens, trying to spot 
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possible criminals by their appearance and 

their demeanor…that often meant hassling 

young black males—innocent black males” 

(Shaw A1). The LAPD upheld this vision of 

proactive policing with Dutchman itself as 

they sought to excise power over a play that 

contained contentious beliefs, and the young 

black man that wrote it. They also utilized 

their preemptive harassment techniques 

against the owners in an attempt to arrest the 

showing of the play. The evidence suggests 

that Swanson most likely evicted the play 

over fear of the LAPD and not moral 

grounds, especially when one realizes that 

the previous play shown at the Las Palmas 

was “The Garbage Hustler” (Smith A1). 

Luckily, Warner refused to succumb to 

police harassment and instead was able to 

reach through to a distant news group, the 

New York Times, to establish his story.   

 The challenges that the Los Angeles 

production of Dutchman faced provide a 

glimpse into a microhistory that underlines a 

larger structure of white superiority in US 

institutions—governance, police, and 

businesses; this racialized aristocracy 

undermined the idea of democracy for all 

and instead sought to subjugate minority 

groups. The play and its supporters, 

however, demonstrate how dissenting 

viewpoints could subvert the norms of 

institutional racism by making sure that the 

play continued its revolutionary themes 

through its performances, with or without 

interruption. George Ralph argues that the 

title Dutchman does not refer to the 

legendary ghost ship but instead to the cheap 

thin walls constructed for plays and movies. 

He notes that this thesis develops the idea 

that Baraka is commenting on the light walls 

that form society; in essence, society 

attempts to construct ideologies and laws 

that speak to racial harmony, but if one 

breaks the thin barriers, there is nothing but 

hate and racial segregation still seething 

inside (Ralph 58). Parker and his “thin blue 

line” also symbolize this “Dutchman” 

construct. He and his department designed a 

system that seemed comprehensive, needed, 

and at first glance, egalitarian. African 

Americans as well as other minorities did 

not find representation and communication 

within his rigid system, however, and just 

like Baraka’s play, they saw right through 

his “Dutchman” and decimated it in the 

1965 Watts Riots. At the end of these riots, 

Governor Edmund Brown appointed former 

CIA director, John A. McCone, to 

investigate the causes of the riots in what 

was later called the McCone Commission. 

People they interviewed proclaimed that 

“resentment, even hatred, of the police [was] 
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a fundamental cause for the riot” (Shaw A1). 

It seems as though residents of Los Angeles 

took the advice of Baraka’s play by realizing 

that conformity and equality was not within 

reach, so they decided to enact what Clay 

did not: violence. Perhaps as an answer to 

Baraka’s play, the riot only ended in more 

hardship for minorities in the area with no 

immediate answer to the problems they face 

even in contemporary society.  

 While Martin Luther King and 

Malcom X fought against racial injustices in 

their own ways, LeRoi Jones created his 

artistic piece of revolutionary theater. 

Although many of the burgeoning liberal 

and artistic communities supported his play 

and some of its ideologies, the 

contradictions faced in Los Angeles 

demonstrates that many from the right 

wanted to keep things maintained the way 

they were and continued to suppress any 

voices that stated otherwise. This was firmly 

demonstrated by the powerful intertwining 

structure employed by the LAPD and Chief 

Parker during a time not that long ago, 

where the police enjoyed close ties with 

media outlets that firmly supported the Chief 

and his police. Newspapers decided to not 

run stories about police brutality and 

dissentious voices that had something to say 

about the harmonic viewpoints of the 

LAPD. Businesses chose to act subservient 

to the police force, and perhaps some 

owners still disagreed with laws passed in 

the Civil Rights Act that allowed African 

Americans some of the basic rights that 

white citizens had enjoyed for so long. 

 The LAPD’s suppression of minority 

voices and police brutality culminated in the 

Watts Riots of August 1965. This eruption 

of violence in Watts and South Central LA 

from African Americans was a direct result 

of living under Chief Parker’s militaristic 

police force. As is often the case, history 

repeated itself with the LA Riots of 1992, 

where violence and pillaging again erupted 

after a jury exonerated police officers 

charged with police brutality in the beating 

of motorist Rodney King. As it turns out, the 

Chief of Police during the ’92 riots was 

Daryl F. Gates, Chief Parker’s former driver 

(Kramer 54). Similar to Parker, Chief Gates 

also retired soon after his riot. Today, recent 

unjustified police shootings of young black 

men continue to conjure ideas of racial 

inequality that began long before Baraka’s 

play but seemingly continue long after. It 

seems that many in society still want to see 

young black males eradicated in a similar 

fashion to Lula’s murder of Clay. Perhaps 

that Dutchman, that “thin blue line,” is one 

that is not easily broken after all. 
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Everything Flows 

The Heterotopic Sublime in The Hours 

By Catherine Ciavarella 

In Michael Cunningham’s The Hours, the kiss between Kitty and Laura does not indicate a romantic or 

sexual relationship, but rather it facilitates the creation of a new, subversive space in which the women 

construct their own sphere of being, one that is the closest thing to the sublime that Laura can readily 

access. In the fluidity of this “revived world,” the women redirect their intimate emotions towards each 

other instead of their husbands, forming the catalyst for the existential exploration that Laura has 

repressed until this point. 

 

n The Hours, Michael 

Cunningham emulates the rich 

symbolism and stream-of-

conscious style of narration celebrated in the 

works of Virginia Woolf, and in particular, 

her novel Mrs. Dalloway. The Hours 

consists of the interwoven, parallel story 

lines of three generations of women who are 

all somehow linked and have each been 

emotionally affected by Woolf’s novel in 

some way. In a sense, in each of their 

respective plot lines within the larger, all-

encompassing novel, these characters 

exemplify and mirror either the actions of 

Woolf herself (whose story is also included) 

or the actions of Mrs. Dalloway in Woolf’s 

novel. Each of their stories concern the 

events of a single day, as the title of the 

book implies, and thus the novel’s structure 

reflects a fragmented sense of temporal 

reality and identity. One of the central 

stories is that of Laura Brown, the suburban 

housewife and mother of Richie, who faces 

a disquieting sense of ambivalence in her 

role as a wife and mother.  

 Her story within The Hours, revolves 

around her preparing for her husband Dan’s 

birthday party later that evening when he 

comes home from work. However, in the 

process of baking the cake, she is interrupted 

by her neighbor Kitty, who delivers the 

grave news of her probable cancer 

diagnosis. Immediately afterwards, the pair 

become swept up in an inexpressible storm 

of emotions, ending in a kiss. Yet contrary 

to the popular reading of this moment solely 

as a resurgence of long-repressed lesbian 

sexual curiosity, I believe that the function 

of the kiss holds a much deeper existential 

purpose for the women, especially for Laura, 

than transgressive sexual expression alone. 

 I 
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The kiss does not indicate a romantic or 

sexual relationship between the women, but 

rather it facilitates the creation of a new, 

subversive space in which the women 

construct their own intimate sphere of being 

that is the closest thing to the sublime that 

Laura can readily access. Then later in the 

novel, after having been given a taste of the 

sublime, which for her constitutes a 

profound escape from the bleak suburban 

landscape and mother role, Laura ultimately 

attempts to reach it once more when she 

contemplates suicide. In this moment, and in 

the fluidity of this “revived world,” the 

women redirect the emotions and 

attachments that they have traditionally been 

expected to put towards their husbands 

towards each other instead (Cunningham, 

106). Because this act is taboo, intimate, and 

even unsettling within the context of the 

time period, especially for Kitty, it is the 

catalyst for the existential exploration that 

Laura has repressed until this point.  

 The moment of the kiss serves as a 

classic example of one of Woolf’s 

archetypal “moments of being.” These 

instances encapsulate a brief, yet significant 

“snap shot” moment, a seemingly mundane 

action or event in one’s life, which gives 

way to a greater sense or appreciation of the 

otherworldly, vast spiritual framework that 

exists just beyond us, and in the periphery of 

our human comprehension. In a sense, these 

moments reveal to us, in fleeting glimpses, a 

greater, human sense of what it means to 

live—to truly exist within the grand scheme 

of the universe. Though these “moments of 

being” occupy what appears on the surface 

level as minor blips, tiny interruptions of the 

flowing stream of consciousness that could 

easily be forgotten, in actuality their 

underlying symbolic nature proves 

boundless. In the split second that their lips 

meet, the women who are “both afflicted 

and blessed, full of shared secrets,” project a 

new intimate space of mutual understanding 

and subversion that defies the conventions 

of the domestic realm in which they have 

been confined (110). The kiss does not result 

from a traditional romantic expression of 

affection alone, but rather denotes the 

redirection on the part of the women, of the 

fervent attention they had put towards their 

husbands, towards each other instead. It is in 

this symbolic redirection that they can each 

finally see the truth of their individual 

nonconformity. For Kitty, this is the forced 

deviation from the stereotypical “mother” 

role that comes as a result of her infertility, 

while for Laura, it is her electric moment of 

realization that perhaps the inner voice that 

had begun to inform her that she was 
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performing a charade, was actually on to 

something. For her, the kiss is the 

amalgamation of her greatest of fears, but 

also the best of possibilities.  

 The collision of their lips, and by 

extension the meeting of what is the scope 

of their separate beings, in turn facilitates 

the creation of a transgressive, sublime 

space. The space is sublime in that it 

comprises a liminal, indeterminate zone 

which cannot be categorized in the 

reductive, conformist language of the 

1950’s, and thus it exists in a space that is 

virtually indiscernible and unfathomable to 

others apart from the women. They have 

tapped into a sacred union of divine 

sisterhood, one which bridges into an 

undefinable, a-patriarchal realm unmediated 

by the rigidity of gender norms and marital 

expectations. It evokes something of a 

Foucauldian heterotopia, an Other space that 

exists within the world at large, yet is 

uniquely theirs and theirs alone. This zone 

sits outside of the confines of temporal 

reality, outside of the processes of history 

and the general praxis of the world at large. 

It is nameless, timeless, and entirely 

uncanny. Unlike what the title of the book 

would suggest, it is in fleeting moments, 

mere seconds such as this one, that the 

essence of time, that which naturally exists 

outside of the human construction of 

temporal reality and chronology, is apparent. 

It is the true measure of the human 

experience—an unquantifiable phenomenon 

of feeling and being. Thus, although the 

child Richie technically witnesses the kiss, 

his presence merely exists from an external 

vantage point as a manifestation and 

representation of the patriarchal influence. 

Essentially, he like the society around the 

women, can merely see the performance of 

the act itself, but cannot truly comprehend it, 

as it transcends the limitations of the 

physical world entirely and bridges into the 

sublime, the inaccessible zone in the fringes 

of our comprehension, the realm which we 

can only access in glimpses - “moments of 

being.” 

 Moreover, in this undetectable space 

of non-conformity, the women effectively 

experience a sudden sense of freedom, in 

which they possess the momentary 

opportunity to rewrite the domestic rules and 

norms of their own space. Yet, this 

opportunity proves too grand for them in the 

moment, and they both must process the 

experience afterward. Kitty leaves to an 

uncertain fate at the doctor’s office, and 

Laura destroys the cake she had made for 

Dan’s birthday, drops Richie off at her 

neighbor Mrs. Latch’s house, and literally 
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removes herself “from her life” and the 

domestic space, choosing to check herself 

into a motel (149). During the kiss, Laura 

finds herself briefly liberated from the 

performance that she feels obligated to give 

daily—the appearance of the ideal wife and 

mother that she continually forces herself to 

perpetuate. In response to the freeing 

potential of the moment however, Kitty’s 

reaction is one of sheer discomfort and 

existential despair that stems from what she 

considers threatened or impending 

marginalization. What constitutes an initial 

momentary reprieve for Laura is actually the 

exact opposite case for Kitty, whose greatest 

fear is the erasure of herself, and in a sense 

her physical and metaphorical death as a 

woman who both cannot bear children, and 

who is literally afflicted with disease in the 

place of her body that should have the most 

potential for creation, her uterus (108). 

Though Laura will eventually find comfort 

and freedom in her marginalization, her 

heterotopic invisibility, Kitty wants nothing 

more than to continue to live in the 

mainstream world as a normal figure, an 

ideal woman. She knows and fears that in 

her inability to fulfill her suburban female 

duty of producing and mothering a child, her 

lineage will also die and thus her own 

“performance” will come to an end.  

 Cunningham writes, “It is Kitty 

whose terrors have briefly propelled her […] 

Laura is the dark-eyed predator. Laura is the 

odd one, the foreigner” (110). Laura 

suddenly understands that she herself is 

undetectable, a fact that she will reflect from 

this point on in the events of the novel, first 

in the agency that she demonstrates in 

leaving the home and going to the motel 

space, then in her contemplation of suicide, 

and eventually in her conscious rejection of 

conformity. The moment of being in the kiss 

is the catalyst for her own journey of self-

discovery, as if anything, it answers some 

deeply-engrained question within her and 

points her towards a confirmation of her 

position as an outsider or a “foreigner.” This 

opens up the possibility of conscious non-

conformity for her, and although she is 

initially frightened by it, she will eventually 

come to find a sense of acceptance, 

solidarity, and empowerment in herself in 

this invisibility.  

 Unbeknownst to her in this instance, 

she will eventually live for these moments, 

moment to moment in a sense, and with 

each that passes, she will utilize her 

newfound agency to construct additional, 

personal heterotopias in which she will 

continually define her own spaces, like the 

one that she projects in her solitude in the 
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motel room, which she checks herself into 

on her own volition. She will live to make 

and experience the connections between 

these transient moments for herself. 

However, instead of moving towards finding 

solidarity in non-conformity, Kitty displays 

in her reaction, an abruptness and 

unwillingness that solidifies Laura’s 

understanding of herself as an outsider, an 

Other. In contrast to Laura, Kitty 

immediately removes herself from the space 

due to her desperate wish to remain visible, 

and therefore alive, despite the illness 

growing inside her. Another property of 

their sublime space is thus the clash of 

material and immaterial in the abstract 

ambivalence that Laura feels in her 

simultaneous inability to fit into the 

domestic role and her inability to care about 

fitting into this domestic role, and Kitty’s 

concrete, desperate desire to exist in the 

domestic world outside of their heterotopia. 

Though the space is not selfishly made, it 

takes on a self-centered purpose as a place 

of discovery for Laura, and Laura alone. 

 In this, Laura understands, “there are 

two choices only […] you can be capable or 

uncaring” (104). This dichotomy derived 

from the women’s inverse pairing, is further 

accentuated by the symbiotic nature of their 

interaction, which stems from the fact that 

one is in excess while the other is in lack. 

Essentially, the pair complement each other 

because they are the manifestation of what 

the other cannot produce. Laura is pregnant 

and literally full of life, while Kitty must 

face the possibility of death due to uterine 

cancer. When they come together in the kiss, 

the encounter encapsulates them like the 

space of a womb, in which they are each 

presented with the possibility and promise of 

the agency required for either of them to 

redefine their life’s purpose.  

 Laura demonstrates some degree of 

budding agency in the act of the kiss, as she 

explicitly imagines herself undermining and 

reconstructing her traditional mother role via 

queer fantasy: she thinks to herself, “This is 

how a man feels, holding a woman” (109). 

She has abjected herself and in the moment 

becomes detached enough to evaluate her 

place in the embrace and by extension, her 

place relative to the world that she has 

feigned comfort in for so long. In this 

moment of tenuous near-separation from the 

world as she knows it (a moment that will be 

revisited more literally in her suicide 

contemplation), Laura is finally able to see 

the truth of her circumstances. Kitty’s 

physical disease, however counters the 

metaphorical illness that Laura contracts 

from her failure to conform. In fact, across 
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the other storylines in The Hours, many of 

the other characters including the adult 

Richie and even Woolf herself also deal 

with some form of illness, whether mental or 

biological. In their cases and with Laura 

alike, illness is equated to non-conformity, 

and in a metaphorical sense both Laura and 

Kitty are “pregnant” with disease—one’s 

womb full of troubling life, the other’s full 

of imminent death.  

 The pain that they each suffer as a 

result of their mutual “illness” comprises an 

additional layer of the fleeting, sublime 

space of the kiss. Human suffering can yield 

a constructive potential in itself, like in 

Jacques Lacan’s concept of jouissance, the 

intense moment when pleasure reaches the 

threshold at which its intensity is no longer 

distinguishable from pain. Essentially, the 

line of demarcation between pain and 

pleasure is dissolved into the sublime—the 

unfathomable space beyond the human 

grasp—which Laura craves to experience 

once more following the kiss. The kiss 

invokes a similar phenomenon, as the 

symbiotic expression in the shared and 

matched pain of the women’s illnesses 

saturates the space created, with such a 

powerful potential for genuine self-

discovery and actualization, that it almost 

generates unbridled ecstasy. This feeling is 

undefinable, as neither of the women have 

the language to express the sensation of 

fielding such a narrow, liminal space 

between life and death. In accordance with 

this, there lies herein Lacan’s petrification of 

pain, in which suffering generates a 

narrative web- a sort of sublime architecture 

of the space created by the clash of the 

resulting pain and vulnerability from the 

women’s mutual lacks. This web 

encapsulates the heterotopic, sublime space, 

giving way to a physical transcendence, in 

which Laura can directly see the conflicting 

benefits and consequences of non-

conformity, and Kitty cannot, which is why 

she pulls away. In this moment, Laura is the 

amassing of her own potential to become, 

but in order to fully do this, she must first 

understand the concept of the process of 

being.  

 The moment of being that 

circumscribes the scene of the kiss, is very 

much in tune with the ephemeral, stream of 

consciousness aspect throughout The Hours 

and Woolf’s works as a whole. When she 

kisses Kitty, Laura’s identity, her self, shifts 

from being defined by her attachment to her 

husband, or even by her general 

circumstances, to something fluid, 

amorphous, and intangible. This is her 

realization that both her presence and being 
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altogether are fluid in their nature. She is—

like the passage of time—water, and her 

conception of this borders on the sublime in 

itself, yet is not enough to reach it entirely. 

This fluidity of identity carries over into the 

novel’s overall disruption of temporal 

reality, in that it is told through the multiple 

perspectives of various characters. This 

fragmentation does not constitute a 

pathology, or a fracturing in a psychological 

sense of its author or even Woolf, but rather 

calls forth the possibility of the ultimate 

moment of being, which culminates in the 

integration of these characters’ 

experiences—as a unit that constructs the 

whole of the text through the illumination of 

the subtle, intrinsic connections that exist 

between them. The kiss is, in itself, a 

moment which links these types of 

fragments. It is something so human, so 

immediate and responsive, that it would be 

nearly undetectable if it were not considered 

taboo for the time period, given its same-sex 

nature. It is this fragmentation of 

perspective, and thus in identity, that the 

symbolic role of water, another of the 

novel’s central themes emerges, lending a 

greater significance to the kiss.  

 Water has a long-standing presence 

in literature as the force and element that 

both brings and takes away life. For 

example, in the Bible’s Gospel of John, 

Christ proclaims, “the water I give them will 

become in them a spring of water welling up 

to eternal life” (Holy Bible, New Living 

Translation, John 4.14). This notion of the 

creative and curative potential of water as 

something of a divine energy, carries over 

into The Hours. Laura discusses the life-

giving role of water when she wonders to 

herself why Kitty has not yet become a 

mother, considering that her husband, Ray is 

“full of liquids” and she “imagines […] that 

when they make love he must spurt rivers, 

as opposed to her own husband’s modest 

burble” (105). Laura herself is water, in that 

she is the literal and metaphorical 

manifestation of creation, of becoming. She 

has already brought life into the world in the 

form of Richie, and she is pregnant with 

another budding life. Yet, water is also the 

taker of life, as we see in the case of 

Virginia Woolf’s suicide, which permeates 

the entire course of the plot. As Laura 

contemplates, “Virginia Woolf put a stone 

into the pocket of her coat, walked into a 

river, and drowned” (101). The matter-of-

fact tone of Laura’s statement underscores 

the notion that within the oscillating 

continuum between life and death, one 

cannot truly live if they cannot confront 

their own mortality.  
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 This is precisely what Laura does 

when she contemplates suicide, and in doing 

this, she awakens herself to the truth that lies 

within the notion that in order to truly be, 

one must understand that death is a 

necessary part of life. Life and death are 

contingent on each other, and it is the 

indeterminate space between these two 

forces again, that constitutes the sublime, the 

unattainable. In The Hours as well as 

Woolf’s own novels, such as The Waves, 

water is both life and death. In our biology, 

humans are composed primarily of water, 

and in the womb, we are also suspended and 

encased in fluid. Water is both inherently in 

us and surrounds us, just like the cultural 

milieu of our surrounding worlds—it is the 

societies in which we live. This is also tied 

to the phrase, “stream of consciousness,” 

which is the narration style of The Hours 

and Woolf’s novels. It reflects the 

wandering, non-linear thoughts of the mind, 

which meander like a stream or river. It 

flows organically, mirroring our true internal 

frameworks, as well as the fluidity of one’s 

sense of self, which is again why the story is 

told through the perspectives of overlapping 

characters, yet all in the unifying space of 

one day in each of their respective plot lines. 

 Following the kiss, Laura becomes 

detached from her former conception of her 

identity, and feels her hold on the physical 

world unraveling once more. This is when 

she removes herself from the vast suburban 

landscape again, only this time in a literal 

sense. She flees to the Normandy Motel, 

where she yearns to taste the sublime 

moment once more, but this time to recreate 

it entirely on her own terms. Yet, she 

realizes that the only possible way to do this, 

to achieve true liberation, is in death. Thus 

in contemplating suicide, like in the kiss, she 

tows the blurred line between life and death 

and considers it a possibility, telling herself 

“it would be simple […] as checking into a 

hotel” (152). She remembers her glimpse of 

the ultimate release, a spiritual 

transcendence as in death, in the kiss. In that 

instance, Laura did not flirt with Kitty, so 

much as she flirted with her ultimate desire 

to reach the complexities of the universe 

beyond her own perception. She tested the 

waters, so to speak, only later resolving to 

come into contact with them once more. 

However, it is only then, when she considers 

the “reckless, vertiginous” implications of 

her suicide, that she reveals what keeps her 

tied to the world (151). Truly, she knows 

that she cannot leave, because others in her 

life depend on the consistency and stability 

of her presence. Preceding the kiss, and in 

the motel scenes, she touches her belly as if 
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to remind herself of the tangible connections 

that bind her to her mother role; the promise 

of this new child is the anchor, which 

prevents her from drifting away.  

 The kiss represents a material bond 

within her world, and so for Laura, death 

would constitute the cutting of the 

metaphorical umbilical cord in both her 

physical connection to her children and in 

the womb space that she created with Kitty. 

This is what truly differentiates the kiss 

between the women from the other female-

to-female kisses that occur in the novel. It is 

not merely exploratory, as in the case of 

Virginia and her sister Vanessa, or confined 

to a simple display of affection between 

partners like the one between Sally and 

Clarissa. It holds a much deeper significance 

altogether, because it signals the 

destabilization and resounding 

reconfiguration of Laura’s true self. In the 

kiss, Laura becomes “disembodied,” finally 

able to objectively view (even in just a 

passing glance) her position in relation to 

her family, society, and the world around 

her. Laura at once becomes disconnected to 

the already tenuous umbilical cord that 

keeps her tied down to her role, a process 

that invites her to reconstruct her own 

parameters of what it means to “mother” for 

herself. Therefore, in a sense, when Richard 

commits suicide towards the end of the 

novel, a part of Laura’s reformed “mother” 

self vicariously dies, and tragically a small 

component of herself is also borne free in a 

spiritual sense as a result. Furthermore, she 

indirectly makes contact, once more, with 

the sublime through Richard’s suicide—the 

act which she could not perform herself.  

 In hindsight, her kiss has reached a 

metaphysical level, and its symbiotic nature 

has come to mirror the real-life relationship 

between Virginia and Leonard Woolf. She 

was the creator, and he, her instrument and 

conduit for publication. They in turn relied 

on each other in a spiritual sense as well, 

especially when Virginia required someone 

to ground her and keep her sane. Therefore, 

when Virginia Woolf drowned herself, she 

left Leonard with a letter, in which she 

wrote “I want to tell you that you have given 

me complete happiness. No one could have 

done more than you have done. Please 

believe that” (Woolf). When her illness 

consumes her, Woolf literally and 

symbolically returns herself to water, to the 

river of life, much like what Richard’s 

suicide enables in Laura. Following 

Richard’s suicide, Laura returns to her own 

brush with death, surmising that she had 

managed to evade death, and continued to 

live in the midst of a life that continually 



33 
 

pushed against her. She thinks to herself, 

“Here is the mother, the thwarted suicide; 

here is the woman who walked away” (221). 

The epitaphic structure of her statement both 

reflects Woolf’s note to her husband, and 

also stands as an indication that Laura has 

finally departed from, reconciled with, and 

grieved for her former self. Through Laura’s 

newfound understanding and consciousness, 

the reader also paradoxically mourns the 

deaths of Woolf and Richard (and also 

Septimus in Mrs. Dalloway). Laura’s story 

in The Hours comes like the poetry of 

Richard for Clarissa, to stand for its reader 

as a forensic example of her life’s 

experience and her retreat from the 

constraints of womanhood. Laura reflects: 

“It’s a little like reading, isn’t it- the same 

sensation of knowing people, settings, 

situations, without playing any particular 

part beyond that of a willing observer” 

(215).  

 In her journey of self-discovery, 

which undoubtedly takes place between her 

near-death experience and the actual death 

of her son, she has symbolically fulfilled a 

newly-defined mother role on her own 

terms. She has effectively become her own 

mother and learned how to nurture her own 

life, just as she had cared for her children. 

She mothers herself. Ultimately, this was all, 

in turn, facilitated by the kiss and the 

subversive, heterotopic space within it, 

which aided Laura in the fabrication of her 

true self. Laura is no longer a flower, 

harvested in a vase in her home—a prop on 

her stage. Rather, she has implanted herself 

in the earth and grows organically and on 

her own accord.  
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Gender Relations in Islam 

The Feminist Movement in Post-Revolutionary Iran 

By Sara Long 

A growing relationship between feminism and Islam in Iran epitomizes the struggle for gender equality 

on an international level. Women’s rights advocates encounter immeasurable hostility from the Islamic 

Republic and risk persecution. Governmental resistance to modernity weakens Muslim women’s chance 

to acquire equality within the infrastructure of Islam. Feminists in Iran constitute a unique community at 

the forefront of the gender equality movement. 

 

I. Introduction 

he role and status of 

women within Islamic 

civilization remains a 

highly debated topic within academia. Since 

the death of the Prophet Muhammad in 632 

AD and up until the twenty-first century, 

scholars have disputed numerous aspects of 

women’s lives within the framework of 

Islam. Disputation regarding matters ranging 

from religious practices to legal rights fuels 

the written works of both eastern and 

western historians. Yet the most crucial 

development concerning gender relations 

within Islamic history arguably did not arise 

until the late twentieth century with the 

emergence of the Islamic Revolution in Iran.  

                                                           
1 Mohsen M. Milani, The Making of Iran’s 

Islamic Revolution: From Monarchy to Islamic 

Republic (Boulder, Colorado: Western Press, 1988), 

273-310.     

Since the dissolution of the Iranian 

monarchy and the declaration of an Islamic 

Republic by Ayatollah Khomeini in 1979, 

Muslim women encountered a variety of 

gender-equality issues that parallel those of 

early Islamic civilization.1 A majority of the 

expressed concerns centralize around 

women’s discontent for not receiving the 

rights that had been promised to them by 

revolutionaries and Ayatollah Khomeini, 

such as the legal right to a divorce and 

custody of their children. Thus, the 

civilization of post-revolutionary Iran 

brought an unfamiliar movement to Islamic 

history—feminism. 

The event of women petitioning for 

equal rights with men does not represent a 

new phenomenon in Islamic history, 

T 
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however Muslim women identifying 

themselves as “feminists” remains a unique 

cultural characteristic of late twentieth and 

early twenty-first century Islamic 

communities. A possible explanation for 

why Muslim women did not connect their 

aspirations for more religious and legal 

equality with the term “feminist” earlier 

could relate to the western origins of the 

word and feminist movement.    

The term originated from the Latin 

word feminia and later appeared in late 

1800s French vocabulary as féminisme, 

meaning the advocacy of women’s rights 

within political, social, and economic 

equality to men.2 The ideology later made its 

way to the United States during the early 

1900s through the influence of articles from 

French Suffragists, most famously Madeline 

Pelltier.3 Although the concept behind 

gender equality already existed in the US, 

the guidance of the French helped the 

development for a feminist movement, 

which gained significant momentum in the 

late 1960s. Therefore, feminism became 

                                                           
2 New Oxford American Dictionary. 2nd ed. 

Edited by Erin McKean. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2005.  
3 Felicia Gordon, “Convergence and 

Conflict: Anthropology, Psychiatry and Feminism in 

the Early Writings of Madeleine Pelletier (1874-

1939),” History of Psychiatry 19, no. 2 (May 2008): 

141-62.    

deeply rooted within the narrative of western 

history.  

Muslims’ historic opposition to an 

array of western characteristics makes the 

expansion of feminism in Islam surprising to 

many scholars. However, if examined 

through the parameters of human 

experiences of women in the Middle East, 

women asking for equal opportunity to 

choose how to live their lives should appear 

anything but unexpected.  

The feminist movement in Islam 

gained tremendous momentum during the 

twenty-first century, and gender equality 

quickly became one of the most debated 

topics within Iranian society.4 The 

development attracted worldwide attention 

because gender equality within Islam 

generated polarized reactions. The 

relationship between feminism and Islam 

remains multi-faceted; the examination 

below therefore proceeds through a 

humanities lens that abstains from religious, 

political, cultural, or economic biases in an 

attempt to understand the development of 

4 Ziba Mir-Hosseini, Islam and Gender: A 

Religious Debate in Contemporary Iran, (Princeton, 

New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1999), 9-20.  
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feminism in post-revolutionary Iran. The 

complex bond between mosque and state 

should also be kept in mind. 

II. Islamic Revolution of Iran  

Prior to the installation of the Islamic 

Republic, Mohammad Reza Shah governed 

the Shi’ite Islamic state as the last Shah of 

the Pahlavi dynasty.5 His reign symbolized a 

unique period of Iran’s history, one of 

modernization and liberal relations with 

western world powers. However, the 

teachings of Imam Ayatollah Khomeini 

detested modernization and western 

ideologies.6 His demonstrations, written 

works, and lectures ignited a holy war 

against the Shah of Iran and fueled 

revolutionaries to fight for the implantation 

of Islamic beliefs and Sharia law into Iran’s 

political infrastructure.7 

Khomeini’s protests paved the way 

for the disbanding of the Iranian 

constitution. The later removal of the Shah 

in 1979 and establishment of the Islamic 

                                                           
5 Milani, Making of Iran’s Islamic 

Revolution, 179-206.    
6 David Menashri, Iran: A Decade of War 

and Revolution (New York, N.Y.: Holmes & Meier 

Publishers, 1990), 19-28. 
7 Ebrahim Ashabi, The Evolution of Radical 

Islam: Jihadist Plans to Conquer the World (Santa 

Ana, California: Police and Fire Publishing, 2010), 

52-54. 

Republic remains the most significant event 

for the Muslim world in the last 300 years.8 

The revolution not only changed the course 

of Iran’s history, but the entire dynamic of 

the Middle East.  

The Shah left Iran on January 16, 

1979, and almost overnight, Ayatollah 

Khomeini established his new regime.9 Any 

cultural aspect that previously promoted a 

western style or perspective immediately 

became outlawed, and the installation of 

Sharia Law solidified the transition to the 

new Islamic Republic.10 However, the 

utopia that Khomeini promised did not 

become a reality for everyone—most 

notably Muslim women.11  

III. The Emergence of Feminism in 

Post-Revolutionary Iran 

The position of post-revolutionary 

Iranian women in Islam remains one of 

subjugation. Several cultural characteristics 

changed dramatically due to new political 

and religious regulations, such as the 

8 Ibid., 53.  
9 Milani, Making of Iran’s Islamic 

Revolution, 180; Ashabi, The Evolution of Radical 

Islam, 54.   
10 Milani, Making of Iran’s Islamic 

Revolution, 273-90. 
11 Ashabi, Evolution of Radical Islam, 132; 

Milani, The Making of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, 

206. 
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mandate for women to wear the hijab as 

justified by Sharia Law. The customary head 

covering worn by Muslim women did not 

originally serve as a symbol of oppression, 

but one of a woman’s religious piety. 

Contrary to the dominantly western 

perspective of the hijab representing a cruel 

religious characteristic, thousands of 

Muslim women preferred to veil their faces 

for the majority of Islamic history. The 

matter in question for modern Muslim 

women would be their religious and legal 

right to choose to wear the hijab. However, 

the post-revolutionary laws of Iran 

apprehended this right from women by 

making it mandatory for a Muslim woman 

to veil her face.   

Reasoning behind the hijab policy 

within the Islamic Republic derived from 

Koranic texts. Religious scholars and 

government officials justified the legislation 

with the following verse from the Koran: 

And tell the believing women 

to subdue their eyes and 

maintain their chastity. They 

shall not reveal any part of 

their bodies except that which 

is necessary. They shall cover 

                                                           
12 Qur'an 24:31   

their chest (1), and shall not 

relax this code in the presence 

of other than their husbands, 

their fathers, the fathers of 

their husbands, their sons, the 

sons of their husbands, their 

brothers, the sons of their 

brothers, the sons of their 

sisters, other women, the male 

servants or employees whose 

sexual drive has been nullified 

(2), or the children who have 

not reached puberty. They 

shall not strike their feet when 

they walk in order to shake 

and reveal certain details of 

their bodies (3). All of you 

shall repent to God, Oh, you 

believers that you may 

succeed.12  

The development for enforcing said part of 

Sharia Law aided with the development of a 

feminist movement in Iran.   

 Haideh Moghisii, an associate 

professor of sociology and women’s studies 

at Atkinson College, argued that the Islamic 

concept of sexuality also contributed to strict 
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hijab policy in Iran.13 Her book, Feminism 

and Islamic Fundamentalism: The Limits of 

Postmodern Analysis, illuminated the fear of 

female sexuality within Islam. Prior to her 

departure from Iran in 1984, she 

experienced the public distress Khomeini 

created through his words regarding Muslim 

women’s sexuality: 

A woman who has been 

contracted permanently, must 

not leave the house without 

the husband’s permission and 

must surrender herself for any 

pleasure that he wants and 

must not prevent him from 

having intercourse with her 

without a religious excuse…If 

the wife does not obey her 

husband in those actions 

mentioned in the previous 

problem, she is a sinner and 

has no right to food and 

clothing and shelter.14 

Moghisii further explained that Khomeini 

essentially altered the meaning and 

                                                           
13 Haideh Moghissi, Feminism and Islamic 

Fundamentalism: The Limits of Postmodern Analysis 

(New York, N.Y.: St Martin’s Press, 1999).  
14 Ayatollah Khomeini, Clarification of 

Questions (Qum: Sadra Publisher, 1980). In 

Moghissi, Feminism and Islamic Fundamentalism, 

23.  

symbolism of the hijab by turning it into a 

way to control female sexuality.  

 Throughout Islamic history, 

women’s bodies generated fascination and 

were exploited for procreation. This process 

represented sexuality and desire yet 

simultaneously facilitated a woman’s shame 

and anxiety. The female body served as a 

symbol for communal propriety, and forms 

of religious and political sanctions provided 

men with the right to govern it. Therefore, 

the notion that women would want the right 

to express their desires and pursue their own 

interests conflicts with man’s God-given 

rights over women.15 The biological 

functions of the female body arguably 

portray women as corrupt and in need of 

management as well, such as menstruation 

and pregnancy, hence explaining the fixation 

on sexual purity within Islam cultures.16  

 The surveillance of a woman’s body 

by family, community, and state does not 

serve as the only issue Muslim feminists 

fight to eradicate. Zahra Kamalkhani, a 

social anthropologist and research fellow at 

15 Moghissi, Feminism and Islamic 

Fundamentalism, 20. 
16 Ibid., 20-22.  
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the Centre for Feminist Research in the 

Humanities at the University of Bergen, 

provided academia with more insight of the 

religious and political aspects to Islamic 

feminism through her post-revolutionary 

fieldwork in Iran.17 She centralized her 

research on the growing participation and 

influence within religious activities. Muslim 

women’s interest in their spiritual journey 

became showcased through an influx of 

involvement in spreading religious 

knowledge. Kamalkhani explained that 

Iranian women gave the religious message 

priority over gender segregation and the 

taboo of women publically expressing their 

religious convictions.18 The substantial 

change in women’s activities exhibited that 

the ways to teach and learn about Islam 

evolved. Yet the rise in religious education 

including a broader range of social groups 

did not forgo severe political opposition.  

 The complex interdependence of 

religion, politics, and economics in Islam 

affected any significant progress towards 

obtaining gender equality in modern Iranian 

society. Impeding actions of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran illustrated that Islamic 

                                                           
17 Karin Ask and Marit Tjomsland, Women 

and Islamization: Contemporary Dimension of 

Discourse on Gender Relations (New York, N.Y.: 

Berg, 1998), 177-90.  

feminists face a long journey in securing 

equal rights for men and women, especially 

in the legal context. The strict enforcement 

of Sharia Law in Iran presents an 

overpowering challenge for gender equality 

advocates. Ebriham Ashabi, a retired police 

officer, escaped from Iran to the US during 

the late twentieth century as a teenager.19 

The narrative about his upbringing allowed 

scholars to form a more comprehensive 

understanding of the legal operations and 

negative societal effects caused by the 

establishment of the Islamic Republic. 

Sanctions regarding divorce produced the 

strongest opposition of Muslim women and 

present a range of obstacles. Ashabi attested 

that Sharia law in Iran permits a man to have 

four legal wives and up to ninety-nine 

temporary wives.20 Consequently, the 

phenomenon of temporary wives allotted for 

an increase in prostitution and further 

complicated the task of achieving equal 

rights for women.21  

Men in Iran remain able to divorce 

their wife or wives anytime they wish, but if 

a woman wanted to file for a divorce she 

would be required to go to a Sharia Law 

18 Ibid., 181.  
19 Ashabi, Evolution of Radical Islam, 2-3. 
20 Ibid., 126. 
21 Ibid. 
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court and the proceeding could take up to 

several years.22 In turn, the lack of equality 

within the institution of marriage also 

contributed to inheritance and child custody 

issues. Minimal scholarship pertaining to the 

rights of motherhood in Islam exists within 

academia. However, various surahs from the 

Qur'an elucidate the rights of both parents, 

such as 4:35, 17:23-4, and 31:14.23 The need 

for clarification regarding parental rights in 

Islamic family law and the poetic, 

ambiguous, and even contradictory language 

of the Qur'an unfortunately provides vast 

room for interpretation within religious, 

legal, and political contexts, therefore 

presenting Islamic feminist with yet another 

hurdle in their mission.  

IV. Conclusion   

The growing relationship between 

feminism and Islam in Iran epitomizes the 

struggle for gender equality on an 

international level. Women’s rights 

advocates encounter immeasurable hostility 

from the Islamic Republic and risk 

persecution on a daily basis. The severe 

governmental resistance to modernity 

                                                           
22 Mai Yamani, Feminism & Islam: Legal 

and Literary Perspectives (New York, N.Y.: New 

York University Press, 1996), 16-17.  
23 Qur’an 4:35, 17:23-4, & 31:14 

weakens any chance Muslim women could 

acquire in attaining equality and rights 

within the infrastructure of Islamic 

theocracy. Regardless of religion, 

nationality, political ideologies, or social 

status, it should not be unreasonable to 

fathom women’s desire to govern their own 

life, body, and mind. Feminists in Iran 

constitute a unique part of the community at 

the forefront of the gender equality 

movement. The marriage of church and state 

suggests that Muslim women will face 

unfamiliar challenges to those of western 

nations. However, Iranian feminists’ 

unmistakable determination to achieve 

multiple goals indicates the push for 

women’s rights is only in the beginning 

phases. Therefore, Iran could well enough 

encounter the possibly of another revolution 

that combats Islam’s most infamous cultural 

aspect: gender inequality.24   

 

 

 

24 Minoo Moallem, Between Warrios 

Brother, and Veiled Sister: Islamic Fundamentalism 

and the Politics of Patriarchy in Iran, (Berkley and 

Los Angeles, California: University of California 

Press, 2005), 106-117.  



43 
 

Works Cited 

Ayatollah Khomeini, Clarification of 

 Questions, (Qum: Sadra Publisher, 1

 980). See in Feminism and Islamic 

 Fundamentalism: The Limits of 

 Postmodern Analysis. 

David Menashri, Iran: A Decade of War and 

 Revolution, (New York, N.Y.: 

 Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc., 

 1990).  

Ebrahim Ashabi, The Evolution of Radical 

 Islam: Jihadist Plans to Conquer the 

 World, (Santa Ana, California: 

 Police and Fire Publishing, 2010).  

Felicia Gordon, “Convergence and Conflict: 

 Anthropology, Psychiatry and 

 Feminism in the Early Writings of 

 Madeleine Pelletier (1874-1939),” 

 History of Psychiatry 19, no. 2 (May 

 2008): 141-162.    

Haideh Moghissi, Feminism and Islamic 

 Fundamentalism: The Limits of 

 Postmodern Analysis, (New York, 

 N.Y.: St Martin’s Press, Inc., 1999). 

Karin Ask and Marit Tjomsland, Women 

 and Islamization: Contemporary 

 Dimension of Discourse on Gender 

 Relations, (New York, N.Y.: Berg, 

  1998). 

Mai Yamani, Feminism & Islam: Legal and 

 Literary Perspectives, (New York, 

 N.Y.: New York University Press, 

 1996). 

Minoo Moallem, Between Warrios Brother, 

 and Veiled Sister: Islamic 

 Fundamentalism and the Politics of 

 Patriarchy in Iran, (Berkley and Los 

 Angeles, California: University of 

 California Press, 2005), 106-117. 

Mohsen M. Milani, The Making of Iran’s 

 Islamic Revolution: From Monarchy 

 to Islamic Republic, (Boulder, 

 Colorado: Western Press, Inc., 

 1988).   

New Oxford American Dictionary. 2nd ed. 

 Edited by Erin McKean. New York: 

 Oxford University Press, 2005.   

Qur’an 4:35, 17:23-4, 24:31, & 31:14  

Ziba Mir-Hosseini, Islam and Gender: A 

 Religious Debate in Contemporary 

 Iran, (Princeton, New Jersey: 

 Princeton University Press, 1999). 



44 
 

 



45 
 

  

Jessica Costa is in her third year at Cal State Fullerton. She is currently completing her undergraduate 

degree in Sociology, with a minor in Child Development. Her favorite areas of study include inequality 

within education and international gender inequality issues. In 2016, she was selected for the Journey in 

Advocacy Program, where she traveled to Sacramento to advocate for the Cal State University System. 

Currently, she works as an Elementary and Middle School tutor. After she graduates, Jessica plans to 

complete the CSUF Credential Program, and be a teacher that promotes equality for all students. 



46 
 

The Exploitation of Transnational Surrogates 

Payment, Stigma and Rights 

By Jessica Costa 

Over the last decade, there has been an increase in Global North couples using corporations to find cheap 

surrogates in Global South countries. Because of a patriarchal society and a lack of regulation, 

transnational surrogacy may prove to exploit the surrogates through (1) unfair payment, (2) stigma in their 

communities and (3) lack of reproductive rights. These three topics appeared to be prominent areas of 

study, when analyzing literature on transnational surrogacy. The research in this paper is grounded in 

conflict theory. 

 

Introduction 

ver the last decade, there 

has been an increasing 

number of couples from 

the Global North looking to the Global 

South to solve their reproductive problems. 

Global North couples are couples from 

countries such as the United States or 

Britain, who in this case cannot afford a 

surrogate in their own country. A surrogate 

carries a child for a couple who cannot or 

does not want to carry their own. Women in 

Global South countries, such as India, have 

become transnational surrogates to meet this 

demand. These women receive payment for 

undergoing the fertilization of an embryo, 

and carrying the Global North couple’s child 

for nine months. This may seem beneficial 

for all parties, due to the surrogate’s 

potential to earn an income in a patriarchal 

society. However, when this exchange is 

examined more closely, several issues are 

uncovered, making transnational surrogacy 

an important topic to analyze. The larger 

issue addressed is that technology has 

advanced before both legislation, and 

societal opinions could be formed. This has 

left major decisions up to corporations. 

These decisions typically benefit the Global 

North couples through lower costs and 

greater convenience. Meanwhile, the 

surrogates suffer the consequences 

(Banerjee, 2014). Because this is a relatively 

new phenomenon, there are few statistics 

that demonstrate the scope of this issue. 

However, research suggests that the 

surrogates receive between three and four 

thousand dollars, even though Global North 

couples are told that the women receive 

around eight thousand (Collins and 

Rudrappa, 2015). Stigma is also an issue, as 

these women are often compared to sex 

O 
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workers by members of their communities. 

Additionally, these women can unknowingly 

give up their rights. Because these women 

choose to get involved in surrogacy, they are 

often denied the legal protection they need 

(Banerjee, 2014).  

Literature Review 

Because of recent interest in 

transnational surrogacy, more sources on the 

topic have been published. Researchers 

address both the surface level appeal and the 

deep-rooted problems of the process. When 

analyzing transnational surrogacy, there are 

three prominent areas of study: payment, 

stigma, and rights.  

Payment 

Corporations skew people’s 

perceptions of transnational surrogacy by 

inventing ways to make payment seem fair, 

and even altruistic. Strategic moral frames 

are used to convince the Global North 

couples that they are saving money and that 

the money that they are spending is going to 

a good cause. Corporations create a 

narrative for consumers. These narratives 

portray Indian women as helpless, with little 

chance to earn money. The couples are told 

that because India is a patriarchal society, 

the women have little chance for upward 

mobility on their own. Because India’s 

economy is different from many Western 

nations, the price reduction seems fair to the 

couples. The surrogate and the couple are 

kept from meeting. This ensures that the 

couple does not find out how much of the 

payment goes to corporations, and how little 

actually reaches the surrogate. As mentioned 

above, couples are generally told that the 

surrogate receives around eight thousand 

dollars, but in reality, they tend to only 

receive three to four thousand, and 

sometimes far less (Collins and Rudrappa, 

2015).  

Stigma 

 Surrogate women are considered to 

be renting out their womb, so they are often 

compared to women who sell their bodies. 

Research shows that these surrogates receive 

the same stigma as sex workers. There is a 

lack of education on the actual process of 

surrogacy, leaving some people to think that 

these women are involved with men other 

than their husband in order to get pregnant. 

They may not realize that the child has no 

genetic connection to the surrogate. Because 

these women are socially linked to sex 

workers, they are often stigmatized in their 

communities. They must strategize to 

combat this stigma in order to stay safe and 

maintain a “normal” life. Surrogates often 
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leave their community temporarily, rather 

than explain their situation to community 

members. If this cannot be done, some 

women are forced to take a more drastic 

route and create a narrative that will keep 

them safe. These women pretend that they 

are preparing to have a child, but later tell 

others that it passed away during childbirth. 

These strategies are used to distance the 

perception between surrogacy and sex work 

(Pande, 2010). 

Rights 

Because these women have little 

opportunity for upward mobility in their 

society, they often choose to become a 

surrogate for pay. Although these women 

are technically choosing this work, they may 

be choosing to put food on the table or to 

have basic shelter. Surrogates often feel this 

is something that they must do because they 

have no other way to earn money. However, 

because these women are choosing to be 

surrogates, their communities have less 

sympathy towards them if they are 

exploited. This is due to the fact that others 

perceive it to be their decision to engage in 

this type of work, so they feel these women 

should deal with the consequences. Because 

of this emphasis on choice, the surrogates 

are denied rights. This viewpoint fails to 

recognize that these women are stratified 

and placed in situations where this may be 

one of their only options to have an income 

(Fixmer-Oraiz, 2013). 

Hypothesis 

Because of the presence of 

patriarchy and a lack of regulation, 

transnational surrogacy may prove to exploit 

surrogates through unfair payment, stigma in 

their communities, and lack of reproductive 

rights. 

Theory 

Conflict theory is one of the major 

sociological perspectives. These sociologists 

view the world as a competition between 

groups that compete for resources and 

power. Karl Marx is viewed as the founder 

of conflict theory. As he watched the 

Industrial Revolution unfold, he began to 

see the world as a suffering and exploitative 

place. He placed an emphasis on the 

presence of class conflict. This conflict 

included a small group in control that 

exploited the larger group. These two groups 

are referred to by specific titles: the small 

group that controls the means of production 

is called the bourgeoisie, and the large group 

that is exploited is called the proletariat 

(Henslin, 2015). 
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In the context of the Industrial 

Revolution, members of the bourgeoisie 

were the factory owners, while members of 

the proletariat were exploited workers. 

These workers had little protection 

compared to workers today, living without 

the luxury of a minimum wage or sick days. 

Although the proletariat is much larger, 

rebellion is difficult because the bourgeoisie 

uses the state, or government, to maintain its 

control (Henslin, 2015). 

Conflict theory was formed around 

the characteristics of the Industrial 

Revolution, however it is broad enough that 

it can be applied to several other situations. 

Some sociologists use the basics of conflict 

theory to explain the relationships between 

different kinds of groups who have opposing 

interests or opinions. These groups can be as 

large as a nation, or as small as a family. In 

this case, conflict theory can be used to help 

explain the relationships and conflicting 

interests between the different components 

involved in transnational surrogacy. The 

people that belong to the Global North and 

the Global South view the system of 

transnational surrogacy very differently and 

conflict theory may explain why (Henslin, 

2015). 

 

Discussion 

Transnational surrogacy is possible 

because of the relationships between 

members of the Global North and the Global 

South. In this case, citizens of the Global 

North consist of big business and potential 

parents. The citizens from the Global South 

are potential surrogates, or women. These 

groups can be compared to the factory 

owners and workers of the Industrial 

Revolution. The citizens of the Global North 

represent the bourgeoisie, a smaller group 

which is trying to control resources and the 

means of production. The potential 

surrogates of the Global South parallel the 

proletariat, a large group that is exploited by 

the bourgeoisie. The resource being sought 

after, in this exchange, is the female 

reproductive system. Some members of the 

Global North lack this resource, for a variety 

of reasons. The Global South is viewed as 

having an abundance of this resource. 

Businesses of the Global North try to control 

these resources by persuading women of the 

Global South to enter this type of work.  

Consistent with the classic conflict 

theory, the proletariat in this case has the 

opportunity to be exploited. One explanation 

for this could be the lack of regulation and 

the use of the state by the bourgeoisie. 
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During the Industrial Revolution, factory 

owners benefited from the government’s 

inability to regulate factory processes. This 

meant workers were overworked and subject 

to dangerous working conditions. Currently, 

there is little regulation in both the Global 

North and Global South countries involved 

in transnational surrogacy. Because of this, 

the bourgeoisie in this example also benefits 

from a lack of regulation by the state, since 

several forms of exploitation are not 

technically illegal. The bourgeoisie’s use of 

the government and the proletariat’s lack of 

economic resources also keeps the chance of 

rebellion down, making exploitation even 

more likely.  

The relationship between factory 

owners and workers represented capitalist 

characteristics, where wealth moved more 

towards the small group at the top (Henslin, 

2015). The process of transnational 

surrogacy is very similar. Although it may 

seem as if Global North money is funneled 

into the hands of Global South women, this 

is not entirely true. These women are 

underpaid because the businesses involved 

take huge portions of the money from the 

Global North couples. This again reflects the 

characteristics of capitalism, where the 

wealth moves upwards, to the small and 

powerful group. The surrogates’ lack of 

rights also stems from this capitalist ideal. 

Because these Global South women receive 

pay, the exchange is viewed as helping their 

country’s economy. Consequently, these 

countries may be less likely to push for 

regulation because it could result in the loss 

of business and cash flow into the country. 

Technological advances have led to 

exploitation, both of the workers of the 

Industrial Revolution, and of the women 

who decide to become transnational 

surrogates.   

Conclusion 

The research conducted on 

transnational surrogacy supported the 

hypothesis that Global South surrogates are 

underpaid, are subject to stigma in their 

communities, and are denied rights. Looking 

deeper into the issues of transnational 

surrogacy is important, because technology 

is advancing and humans have options they 

have never had before. In this case, and in 

many others, the technology developed too 

quickly for people to form an opinion on it. 

This phenomenon can also be called cultural 

lag. Not only is society’s general opinion 

lagging, but the legislation regarding the 

issue is too. Creating legislation to regulate 

this process in all of the countries involved 

could help prevent the surrogates from being 
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exploited. Laws that dictate a minimum pay 

and give the surrogates basic rights could be 

the first step. To address the issue of stigma 

at home, shelters for women who are or may 

become surrogates could provide a safe 

place away from their communities’ 

opinions. Further research needs to be done 

on this topic. The issue with this process is 

clear, but there are not enough statistics on 

who is affected and in what ways. 

Numerical data opens the public’s eyes and 

gives social issues a feeling of legitimacy. 

This study could have been improved by 

providing more statistics and numerical data, 

while incorporating more sources.   
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Transgender Women and Medical Access 

A Journey 

By Anissa Garcia 

 The majority of individuals who reside in the United States agree that when it comes to leading 

happy and healthy lives, healthcare is an important aspect. However, research indicates that there is a high 

likelihood that transgender women are negatively impacted by the type of medical access available. In 

this paper, I will address the lack of awareness in the medical field, and exactly how proper training of 

transgender needs are important. The socio-economic status of these women will also be examined. 

Finally, there will be research on the resources that are currently available to transgender women looking 

for everything from basic checkups to genital reconstruction surgery. 

 

Introduction 

hen it comes to the 

social construct of 

gender and identity, 

many societal norms exist throughout 

history, which influences the ideas of what 

these concepts mean today. Yet there exist 

many individuals who fall out of the original 

gender binary, for example those who 

identify as Transgender or in proper medical 

terms have Gender Identity Disorder. 

“Transgender individuals experience a 

mismatch between their biological sex and 

their psychological awareness of gender, 

feeling more comfortable in the identity of 

the other gender” (Wester, McDonough, 

White, Vogel, Taylor 2015). Transgender 

women are individuals who identify as 

women, even though biologically they are 

male. These women “fail” to meet societal 

norms by falling outside the traditional roles 

that are demonstrated by society, and as a 

result they may not receive the proper 

attention or support needed. Another large 

issue at hand is the representation of 

Transgender women in the medical field. 

Many of these women are seeking basic 

medical care as well as assistance when it 

comes to their transitional process. The 

transitioning process into “the ideal female” 

for many of these women comes through the 

form of gender-identity therapy, hormone 

therapy, and reconstruction surgery. Without 

access to proper medical care for 

transgender women implemented 

effectively, various issues can occur as a 

result. This research will focus on the 

overall lack of awareness in the medical 

community, inadequate socio-economic 

situations, and the absence of medical 

 W 
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resources and how they go on to create 

negative experiences for these women who 

are in serious need of medical assistance.  

Literature Review 

Lack of Awareness in the Medical Field 

Lack of awareness in the medical 

field continues to be an issue for many 

Transgender women, and without proper 

knowledge of Transgender healthcare many 

professionals may do more harm than good 

when it comes to aiding these individuals. 

This absence of knowledge in the medical 

field includes professionals that are not 

equipped to work with transgendered 

individuals, or do not have the means 

necessary to take on their specific case. In 

most cases when Transgender women have 

access to medical care, there is a common 

fear that they will be in the hands of 

professionals and doctors who are not 

experienced with Transgender individuals. It 

is important for anyone going into a medical 

office seeking help to be able to trust in 

what their health care professional has to 

say. So, for many of these women, if proper 

relationships are not built with their health 

care professionals who have experience with 

Transgendered individuals, there is a higher 

risk for substance abuse, mental illness and 

HIV for these women (Wilson, Chen, 

Wenzel, Arayasirikul, Raymond 2014). 

However, it is important to recognize that 

there are many health care professionals that 

do have the proper training to perform much 

of the needed procedures. Even though there 

are health care professionals who may not 

know how to treat a Transgender individual, 

many of these doctors or specialists doctors 

should not be generalized and categorized 

into a single group. All this information is 

still valid, including these Transgender 

women’s experience, and it is also important 

to keep in mind that not every health care 

professional will lack the skills necessary to 

point these women in the right direction.  

With that being said, many of the 

professionals who are working in the 

medical field should not have to be educated 

by their patient about the patient’s needs. 

Transgender women who are seeking 

medical care should be able to rely on their 

health care professionals to be able to reflect 

on their vast medical knowledge and create 

a comfortable setting for the Transgender 

individual. “A statewide needs assessment 

conducted in Virginia found that 46% of 

transgender respondents had to educate their 

regular doctors about their health care 

needs” (Poteat, German, Kerrigan 2013). 

This would mean that Transgender women 

who understand their medical needs would 
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have to relay this type of information, which 

breaks the bond of comfort that any 

individual would want to have with their 

health care professional. For Transgender 

women who are not completely aware of the 

health care they require, this can create a 

harmful environment for their physical 

wellbeing.   

 Transgender women not only require 

basic medical attention, but also a vast 

amount of help with the process of 

physically transitioning from a male’s 

anatomy into that of females. There are 

various avenues to access health care for 

these women, yet medical care that focuses 

on the transitioning process is extremely 

scarce. The question then can be reposed as 

to what is the importance of understanding 

transitioning for Transgender individuals in 

medical care? According to the American 

Medical Association, the action of 

transitioning, also known as reassignment 

surgery and mental health therapy, is 

actually a significant portion of treatment for 

anyone that suffers from a gender identity 

disorder. Without proper knowledge or 

support for these treatments by health care 

providers, many Transgender individuals are 

likely to opt out of beneficial surgeries and 

therapies that can help with their mental 

health. In many cases, this can lead to 

depression and other damaging 

complications (Wilson et al 2014). Even 

though this is the case for many individuals, 

it is important to remember that despite the 

relevance of this assessment, not all 

Transgender women want to go through 

with the transitioning process. There are 

Transgender women who lead healthy and 

satisfying lives without making the 

commitment to physically transition. To 

many of these women, the act of physically 

transitioning does not define them as a 

Transgendered woman and many may not 

face discomfort with the body they were 

born with. Many of these women have 

numerous needs as well as different 

expectations of the possible outcomes, and 

without proper knowledge from their health 

care professionals these decisions can be 

extremely difficult to make; “This diversity 

illustrates the need for health care 

professionals to approach the subjects of 

gender and sexuality with few assumptions 

and perspectives open to the needs of the 

clients within their cultural contexts” 

(Johnson, Mimiaga, Bradford 2008). It is 

important for each professional to recognize 

that every patient’s case is different, and that 

creating a plan together with the patient is 

the best way to promote a healthy 

experience. 
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Socio Economic Status of Transgender 

Women 

Transgendered women’s socio 

economic status and where they fall within 

financial classes has a direct effect on the 

access that these women have to medical 

care. There is a huge unemployment rate 

when it comes to Transgender individuals, 

because of this factor the majority do not 

have access to health insurance that an 

employer would typically provide (Poteat et 

al 2013). Many low income Transgendered 

women suffer greatly when it comes to 

having the funds to receive proper treatment, 

even with the assistance of Medicaid or 

Medical. Transgender women in these 

financial situations may seek alternative 

methods of treatment, which may be cheaper 

but not safe or legal. Without the proper 

financial assistance or resources, there are 

instances where many of these women look 

for alternative forms of income as well. This 

idea alone is extremely alarming; “Among a 

sample of 182 transgender people in 

Philadelphia one-third reported having no 

primary care physician and one quarter had 

no access to general medical care compared 

to 10% of the general population” (Poteat 

2013). Even though this study is accurate, it 

is important to recognize that this is based 

on findings in Philadelphia and not 

nationwide. Nonetheless, this shows that 

there are women who are in need but do not 

have access to professional health care. Not 

having a primary care physician usually 

results in a deficiency in medical attention 

especially in the case of emergencies.  

 Per David and Berlinger (2014), 

many of the Transgendered individuals who 

fall into the low-income bracket tend to 

experience large amounts of discrimination 

in health care. In the Lambda Legal survey 

taken by Transgendered individuals, over 80 

percent felt as if they were not given the 

same treatment as other patients they 

witness coming in and out of doctor’s 

offices. If these individuals have fear from 

previous experiences with their health care 

delivery, they are less likely to return or 

even have a normalized relationship with 

their health care provider. A majority of low 

income individuals already face 

discrimination in the health care system, and 

when they intersect with Transgender issues 

there is a rise in that discrimination. When it 

comes to accessing other types of health 

care, that are specifically targeted towards 

Transgender women, “There is a basic 

justice problem in the lack of access to 

gender-affirming therapies for younger, 

poorer transgender people, a problem that 

the public safety net, on its own, cannot fix” 
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(Davis et al 2014). When there is already an 

issue with low income, marginalized 

Transgender women obtaining basic medical 

care, they will face even more discrepancies 

when it comes to getting help for the 

specific process of transitioning. Even with 

detailed programs in place to help 

Transgender women who fall under the 

poverty line, there is often red tape and other 

outside factors that prevent these women 

from being able to access these specific 

programs. 

Many Transgender women who have 

a low income and do not have a high socio-

economic background can be forced into 

impoverished conditions because of personal 

biases against their identity. According to 

Gehi and Arkles (2007) Transgender people, 

especially at young ages, are sought out 

because of their gender identity, and this can 

come in the form of school expulsion, 

family disownment and even termination 

from jobs that require them to keep their 

identity concealed. The bias and prejudice 

these women face from these significant 

social and personal institutions can be 

viewed as an opening to a deficient lifestyle 

full of financial struggles and lack of 

stability. This is where it is important to 

recognize the importance of transitioning for 

Transgender women who are planning to 

undergo this process. The quicker they are 

able to begin their transitioning process, the 

better it will be for their overall mental and 

emotional health, but also their financial 

status, “We have shown that those who were 

planning to medically transition but who had 

not begun the process were at elevated risk 

for psychological distress, including suicide 

attempts” (Bauer and Hammond 2015). The 

longer a Transgender woman has a low 

socio economic status coupled with lack of 

financial resources, the possibility of mental 

and physical instability in the future will be 

greater.  

Absence of Medical Resources  

These types of resources and access 

to specialists are not easily available. A lack 

of medical access means that these 

individuals are not able to easily find clinics 

and psychiatrists that would be able to give 

the proper help needed. “A recent L.A. 

County Department of Public Health report 

estimated that the county is home to 14,500 

transgender residents. Salcedo said those 

patients have only a few places to receive 

specialized care, including St. John's, the 

Los Angeles LGBT Center and Children's 

Hospital Los Angeles. Most patients must 

wait weeks to see a doctor” (Karlamangla 

2015). Even in a city like Los Angeles, that 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/wwwfiles/ph/hae/hiv/Transgender%20Population%20Estimates%202-12-13%20pub.pdf
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has a large population of Transgender 

women, there is a lack of resources that 

should be steadily available. This goes to 

show that in areas that have a less prevalent 

Transgender population, there may be even 

less of these resources, which may make it 

near to impossible to receive help. Many of 

these women who are not financially sound 

and have only certain means of 

transportation may have more difficulty 

accessing these clinics because there is a 

high likelihood that they are spread out 

across lengthy distances. According to 

Daphna Stroumsa (2014), access to medical 

care is not only a financial issue, but the 

problem lies in the amount of facilities, as 

there is a small number of physicians who 

specialize and focus on providing 

Transgender individuals with this type of 

care. It is important to recognize that even if 

this is true, even if there are individuals who 

can provide this care, they might not be 

accessible to all Transgender women.  

When it comes to one of the final 

stages of transitioning, reconstruction 

surgery is at times, of one of the most 

important periods of the entire process for 

some of these women. Yet upon further 

research it is understood that there are even 

less of these specialists available: “A stark 

example is the paucity of surgeons 

performing genital reconstructive surgery: 

As of 2012, only six identified surgeons in 

the United States performed genital 

reconstructive surgery thus limiting options 

for people seeking this surgery” (Strousma 

2015). When these individuals see a lack of 

access and representation within the medical 

community, many Transgender women 

might feel that this depiction is a portrayal 

of how American society deem their needs. 

It also important to noted that a number of 

Transgender women do not go through the 

full process of reconstruction surgery, so 

this cannot be applied to all Transgender 

women. This article focuses solely on 

Transgender women who are seeking 

reconstruction surgery, which goes beyond 

basic health care. 

Transgender individuals face 

multiple blockades to accessing medical 

care, and even transitional therapy programs 

are scarce and expensive. When it comes to 

these types of programs, there are not many 

designated clinics that offer free options, 

and a majority of the time they are not 

covered by insurance (Mayer. Bradford, 

Makadon, Ron, Goldhammer, and Stewart 

2008). Along with the multitude of other 

factors, this information proves that getting 

access to this type of medical care is a 

stressful process especially for those who 
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lack the necessary tools to seek this type of 

care in the first place. The lack of affordable 

programs and treatments can discourage 

Transgender women from getting help, and 

this absence of hope can create lowered self-

esteem. Lower self-esteem leads to even 

more mental health issues, and for a woman 

who is living within a body that reminds her 

that society sees her as a man, this can 

become dangerous in itself. 

Future Research 

When it comes to the research my 

focus will be on a qualitative method of 

research and analyzation. Some themes I am 

going to focus on is personal experience in 

the Transgender community as well as 

experience with medical care. I plan to link 

these to my concepts of the absence of 

medical resources, socio economic issues, 

lack of awareness in the medical field, and 

obtain firsthand accounts from these 

individuals. Through my research, I plan to 

conduct interviews with three to four 

Transgender women. I plan to start off my 

first interview with a close friend in a 

comfortable safe space, here at Cal State 

Fullerton. I also plan to use a snowball 

sample of interviews and recruit the majority 

of my interviewees from Cal State 

Fullerton’s LQBTQI+ resource center. I will 

potentially ask qualitative questions that 

allow for open ended answers that will allow 

enough experience to be implemented into 

my research, which will provide further 

evidence to prove my original research 

question. Some potential interview questions 

would be: 

“As a Transgender woman, what 

is your personal experience with 

the medical field? How would 

you say your experience was 

during the process of obtaining 

medical care? During your 

experience transitioning (if this 

individual is or has gone 

through the process) how have 

the medical professionals you 

work with treated your case? 

What changes do you believe 

could potentially help the 

Transgender community when 

it comes to medical care? How 

will you like to see the 

relationship between the 

medical care and Transgender 

community grow?” 

These questions would greatly 

benefit my research, because aside from the 

statistics that are cited throughout my 

research, these answers give a face to the 
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Transgender women experience. These 

types of interviews give a one on one 

perspective into the life of a Transgender 

women and whether they have had 

difficulties with the medical field. The 

themes being discussed, in my opinion, are 

more important than the numbers because 

these unique experiences can be given a 

human face and thus allows the reader to 

empathize more with the issue, and gain a 

better understanding of the problem that is 

being presented. To answer the “So what? 

Why should the audience care?” I believe 

this is the best method. When it comes to 

potential results I can see the results 

skewing either way. I personally believe that 

majority of these individuals will have 

experiences of encountering some type of 

difficulty when it came to receiving proper 

medical care, as well as when it came to the 

type of care that was being received. I also 

believe that these individuals will let us 

know what has worked and what has not 

worked for them when it came to their 

access to medical care.  

Conclusion 

When it comes to Transgender 

women within American society, many are 

not being given the proper resources needed 

in order to live out healthy and happy lives. 

Many of these women need support from 

various outlets in order to live through their 

experience in a positive way. Experiencing 

Gender Identity Disorder can be 

traumatizing for many individuals who do 

not have access to proper medical 

assistance. These women are already 

suffering economically, physically, and 

mentally and with these issues occurring in a 

field that it meant to help these women, their 

personal situations can become worse. 

Without the correct implementation of 

medical awareness and resources, 

Transgender women, especially those who 

have a lower socio-economic status, will 

continue to suffer at the hands of the 

medical community that is failing them. 
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Who is the Patient? 

How Culture is Ignored in Healthcare Delivery 

By Sarah Kim 

This paper is an autoethnography that examines the lack of cultural competency in the mental health care 

system. Many doctors and nurses are not trained to understand the full varying cultural context of their 

patients. This can have a significant impact on patient’s health and well-being. I will be drawing from my 

own experience navigating the mental healthcare system in order to illustrate the importance of cultural 

responsiveness to clients’ wellbeing. 

 

Introduction 

ccording to the Health 

Policy Institute of 

Georgetown University, 

“cultural competence”, is defined, as the 

ability of providers and organizations to 

effectively deliver health care services that 

meet the social, cultural, and linguistic needs 

of patients. Cultural competence in health 

care allows the medical systems to provide 

fair and safe health care to patients with 

varying cultural backgrounds. There are 

claims that such applications are already set 

in place to address any cultural barriers that 

may impede the practice of culturally 

competent medicine; however, this is far 

from reality. There is still confusion around 

what cultural competency is and what it 

looks like in the medical community. The 

obvious health disparities that divide groups 

and ethnic communities in the United States 

is a large indicator that we are far from 

where we want to be in terms of our 

collective health (U.S. Department of Health 

& Human Services, 2014).  

We are currently facing a new 

chapter in our nation’s healthcare system, 

and the question remains: will cultural 

competency be a part of our nation’s health 

care? Despite our constant growing 

demographic there has been little movement 

or growth in the arena of cultural sensitivity 

training within the healthcare system. Health 

disparities are more prevalent in ethnic 

minority communities because these 

communities are not only underserved, but 

also under represented. There is no one to 

represent them when it comes to their 

medical concerns. When these individuals 

do finally brave themselves to seek help, 

they find themselves at the mercy of the 

A 
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doctor’s own prejudices in an overall 

outdated system. 

My Personal Experience 

 As a second-generation Korean 

American woman, I recall such absences in 

my own experience. In 2014, I was admitted 

to an eating disorder treatment facility in 

Pasadena for 9 months, after struggling for 

more than ten years with an eating disorder. 

Unable to survive in the real world, I spent 

my days in treatment learning how to reefed 

myself while simultaneously working on the 

therapeutic underlying symptoms. It was not 

apparent to me then, but I realize now that I 

had come back from the brink of death. 

During my stay it seemed obvious that 

something was missing or out of place. As I 

looked around I quickly realized that it was I 

who was out of place as I was the only 

Asian American woman in the whole 

hospital. So where were the other Asian 

American women like myself? Surely I 

could not have been the only Asian 

American woman struggling with a mental 

illness. So where were they? At that time I 

did not realize that I was alone due to 

reasons that extended beyond myself and 

that delved deeper into the darker side of 

mental illness in Asian American families.  

Essentially, I was one of the lucky 

ones that made it through the system and, 

even more uncommonly graduated from the 

treatment program. The reality is that there 

are so many more women like myself out 

there who are unable to receive lifesaving 

treatment because of the insurmountable 

barriers they face. There is a reason why 

marginalized people fall through the wide 

cracks in our health care system. The lack of 

cultural competency in understanding family 

dynamics, immigration trauma, mental 

illness as taboo, Western societal pressures, 

generation gap, family honor (shame), 

nonverbal communication, and age (honor 

system) are only some of the factors that 

remain invisible. It is time that these factors 

come out of the shadows and into the light.  

There is little to no research on 

Asian American women with mental health 

issues such as eating disorders, not because 

the issues do not exist, but because the 

subject is taboo. The lack of research and 

literature merely reflects their silent voices. 

According to a seasoned eating disorder 

therapist, Asian American women are the 

least likely group to seek treatment, and if 

admitted often do not complete the program 

and leave against medical advice. Another 

rising trend is that young Korean American 

women are starting to seek treatment at 
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these facilities and often come by 

themselves, like I had myself. Oftentimes 

Asian American women lack support from 

their families when admitted to treatment 

because the health care system is ultimately 

ill equipped to support their culturally 

different members. As a result, I came alone 

and did not tell my family, even though I 

knew that their support would be imperative 

to my recovery.  

Even though I was so fortunate to 

come across such an amazing life changing 

resource, the mental hospital facility was 

limited in their ability to meet my needs 

because of my cultural background. Let me 

remind you that eating disorders are not new 

by any means and have been studied for 

some time. However, what was prevalent 

was the lack of cultural competencies in the 

health care system and the lack of awareness 

of mental health issues in Asian American 

communities. Even though I was in a facility 

that was geared towards catering to the 

individual needs, it was still difficult to get 

my needs met. I want to make the distinction 

that it was not because the mental health 

workers did not do a good job; it was simply 

because I did not meet their singular cultural 

idea that they were used to working with. I 

cannot thank enough the men and women 

who worked to save my life, but as for the 

institution, the essentially non-existent 

cultural competencies left me to navigate my 

therapeutic process on my own. 

In the end, what I needed was not an 

intervention nor for the staff to change its 

methods in its entirety. What I needed was 

for them to take into consideration that my 

needs were slightly different because of my 

cultural background. For example, in the 24-

hour Residential facility where I was 

staying, most meals were prepared for us. 

To set me up for success outside in the real 

world, they taught us how to cook and to 

portion our meals. However, the meals that 

were prepared were catered for a more 

Westernized taste and were not meals I 

would typically eat back home. Korean 

cuisine, which is known for its multiple side 

dishes and stews, is typically eaten family 

style like most ‘foreign’ cuisines but, this 

did not fit into their American-made meal 

plan and food exchange systems. My 

dietitian, who worked very hard with me, 

also had to start from the beginning, having 

to understand that food for me was not just 

for sustenance but was also part of my 

cultural heritage. It was in treatment that I 

finally understood how food was 

intermingled in my life, and I had to teach 

my treatment team in the process. For many 

cultures, food marks important cultural 
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events, important dates, catered holidays, 

and most importantly brings families 

together. Under the umbrella of food was 

where my family gathered, celebrated, and 

evened mourned, and over time I have come 

to associate food as love and love of my 

culture. If there had been this understanding 

already set in place, I would have been 

better prepared for success outside of 

treatment, which is the ultimate goal of any 

treatment plan. 

Family Dynamics 

My mother is also an integral part of 

my life as well as my treatment process. I 

was so terrified to tell her that her only 

daughter was receiving mental health 

treatment that I avoided telling her for the 

first few months I was in treatment. I was 

worried that, due to her cultural upbringing 

and biased knowledge of mental health 

disorders, she would not understand why I 

was there, and I felt that my treatment team 

was not equipped to help her understand. I 

spent months watching girls and their 

families go in and out of family therapy 

while I could only imagine what it was like. 

I must admit I envied them. I secretly 

wished that I could walk into the same room 

with my mother and start to mend and talk 

about our relationship, but what would that 

even look like? How does one start to bridge 

the gap between two vastly different 

generations separated by culture, life 

experiences, and even trauma? I did not 

know and I was certain that my treatment 

team did not know either.  

When I finally gained the courage to 

tell my mother where I had been, I realized 

that we were both on our own when it came 

to navigating this novel experience. When 

she first came to visit, I realized that she 

came with different intentions than the other 

families. The other families came with the 

understanding of the magnitude of the issue 

and knew the roles they would play in their 

child’s recovery, while my mother came 

with little to no idea as to why she or I was 

there. Having that in mind my mother who 

is originally from Korea so she was 

understandably very uncomfortable when 

my treatment team would violate her 

familiar cultural customs. For example, it 

was difficult for my mother to respect my 

therapist who turned out to be significantly 

younger than her. To my mother, my 

therapist was acting as her superior and as a 

result she felt disrespected. Because there 

was no cultural competency set in place, we 

were both left alone to navigate this 

awkward situation ourselves, when in reality 

it should have been the responsibility of the 
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mental health workers to create that safe 

environment.  

Another time when the system failed 

was in helping facilitate my mother’s 

understanding of mental health issues. She 

needed someone to communicate to her in a 

way so she would understand the severity of 

mental health issues and the importance of 

seeking treatment while I needed someone 

to provide me with the resources to help me 

explain my situation to my mother in a non-

invasive and non-aggressive manner. This 

was difficult because we communicated 

with each other through non-verbal gestures, 

like never saying the words “I love you” and 

instead expressing love through providing 

material objects like food. Unfortunately, 

the staff was unable or ill equipped to 

explain as to why it was necessary she and I 

both be there during my recovery process in 

a way that my mother could digest. 

Therefore, my mother was immediately on 

the offense and it made the original, well-

intentioned goal of getting through the 

therapeutic process together much harder if 

not impossible. I felt that my situation was 

not approached in the culturally competent 

manner that I needed at the time, and my 

recovery continues to suffer in the absence 

of my mother’s love and support. 

Western Therapy 

I can only attest to what about to say 

to my own experience, but I felt that 

traditional therapy always encouraged one to 

cut out the problem. What I mean by this is 

that I felt that my treatment team assumed 

that my mother was the reason why I had an 

eating disorder. Perhaps there was some 

truth to that. As a single parent, who also 

has her own traumas, my mother pushed me 

hard to be perfect and successful as a child 

and young adult. However, there is an 

important part that is being overlooked. 

Having been raised solely by my mother and 

grandmother, their relationships and cultural 

values play a vital role in my identity as well 

as my recovery. As a Korean American 

woman, I feel a strong connection with my 

mother, and love and respect her because we 

have a shared history that extends beyond 

ourselves. I also feel a need and a yearning 

to hold onto my traditional values, like 

paying her back by taking care of her when 

she is unable to take care of herself. 

Whereas in treatment I was encouraged to 

adopt the idea that I no longer needed her 

and to be independent from her. I remember 

in those moments struggling with the idea of 

loving her and just cutting her out of the 

picture because I was told over and over 

again that she was the problem.  
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I believe that in these moments 

cultural competency should have taken the 

place of making the assumption that she 

should no longer play a vital role in my life. 

There should have been an understanding set 

in place for Asian American family 

dynamics, like how we still take our parents 

into consideration even past the age of 18. It 

is easy to make the assumption that my 

mother was a bad person because she had 

dieted me as a child, instead of making the 

connection that, for my mother, being thin 

and beautiful was her way of feeling secure 

in the foreign world she grew up in. I cannot 

help but wonder how different my 

experience would have been if there were 

cultural competencies set in place so that 

vital misunderstandings like mine would not 

have happened. I can say that it would have 

been an entirely different experience for me 

and for my mother, who is such a large part 

of my life and ongoing recovery, but 

unfortunately who could not play a large 

role in the actual process. I sometimes 

wonder if she could have been at my side if 

there was a language or a safe space set in 

place for her in this convoluted medical 

system. I wonder for others like myself out 

there. This begs the question then of how 

many of us are out there? How many more 

Asian American women and men, with 

eating disorders would have found this 

Residential facility as an option if it were 

more culturally equipped to take on its 

culturally different members?  

Navigating Through the Health Care 

System: Insurance 

Navigating through the health care 

system is also a significant task in and of 

itself, and my 9 months in treatment was not 

all-smooth sailing. After my first 6 weeks in 

treatment, and my insurance refusing to 

abide by my treatment team’s suggestion of 

giving me a higher level of care, which I 

was in desperate need of, I was conveniently 

dropped from insurance right after I had met 

my out-of-pocket maximum. This meant that 

insurance would have had to fully cover my 

treatment expenses if they did not drop me 

at this point. I was devastated. 

Unfortunately, this happened often and to 

many good people. During my stay, I saw 

dozens of people come and go all at the 

whim of the insurance companies. I do not 

know why, but when it was my turn on the 

chopping block it took me by surprise. 

When I got kicked off my insurance, 

I made it my mission to get back in and get 

the help that I needed. This was no easy 

task. I had given up everything to go to 

treatment. School, life, my family, 
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everything was on hold. I had spent those 6 

weeks slowly opening up and became 

vulnerable, which allowed me to make some 

progress. I had just started to feel safe and 

accepted for the first time in my life with 

having an eating disorder when suddenly the 

rug was pulled out from under me. I had 

nowhere to go. Hurt and thinking I would 

never recover and get to see the family I had 

created during treatment, I got angry and 

started to make phone calls. I spent two 

months fighting with insurance company 

representatives, filing letters, and even 

looked for a lawyer to take my case. None of 

the work guaranteed that I would ever get 

back into treatment, but with hard work and 

persistence the insurance company caved 

two months later and I was readmitted, 

which I later found out was a rare 

occurrence.  

Then it dawned on me. What if I 

were not equipped to single handedly take 

on the insurance company like I had? What 

if I were not educated? What if I did not 

speak the language? What choices would I 

then have? Ultimately, I would not be able 

to go back. It was because I had those 

resources at hand, a support system, and no 

other pressing responsibilities at the time 

like a job or children that I was able to 

pursue getting help and go back to 

treatment. My reality is unfortunately not a 

reality for most, and I came to realize not 

everyone has the opportunity to seek and 

continue to seek needed treatment. I had 

been able to do so because I had an 

education, support, and time. The reality is 

that if one does not speak the language, or 

have an education, or have the time, it is 

impossible to navigate through our 

healthcare system. This leaves a very small 

pool of possible applicants to actually 

receive and complete receiving treatment. 

Eventually, one is inevitably forced to give 

up after being cut from insurance or if 

insurance does not approve treatment in the 

first place. If that were my reality, I would 

have been forced to suspend my treatment 

all together and suffer the repercussions of 

the eating disorder. The health care system 

itself is truly a system that is set up to fail 

those who are not equipped with the 

multitude of factors that it takes to receive 

proper mental health care. In reality, the 

system excludes a majority of those who are 

in need of mental health services, which is 

troubling because that majority is usually 

composed of underrepresented groups such 

as ethnic minorities. 
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Change for the Future 

Cultural competency is still a 

shifting and on-going practice that needs to 

be further analyzed, so what if we could 

start making the necessary changes today? 

Start by creating a framework for cultural 

competency training in health care systems 

and filling the roles of emotional labor by 

training health care workers and providers to 

be culturally competent. There have been 

constant empty promises of change and 

rehabilitation of our health care system, so 

the time to create movements within our 

health care system is now. What I propose is 

hiring a task force to perform the emotional 

labor of cultural competency that the doctors 

and the attending physicians have been 

unable or unwilling to perform at this time 

or in the future. Having such health workers 

who are well versed in the deep aspects of 

different cultures would provide the 

necessary emotional support, and it is this 

deep understanding that would hold its 

people together and give a group of 

unidentified people meaning and a 

definition. This plan would not only 

reinvigorate current cultural sensitivity 

training, but it would also build trust 

between doctors and communities, and 

eventually bridge the gap between health 

disparities. 
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Uncovering Cypress 

An Evaluation of Public History in Cypress, California 

By Elizabeth Jiminez 

As with Orange County in general, Cypress’ covert public nods to its history require accessible 

remembrances for modern individuals to connect with the city. With the majority of municipal 

historiography located in two positive Internet accounts, individuals turn to small commemorations 

throughout the city for historical information. For those unaware of Cypress's history, the local non-"elite," 

these provide little information about the municipality’s narrative. Greater accessibility and inclusivity in 

digital and fiscal platforms will provide an informative historical municipal forum. 

 

ince 1900, the public's relation to 

history underwent multiple changes, 

even as older, less inclusive projects 

remained in existence. Following these older 

models memorials, for several centuries 

prior (especially before the twentieth 

century), tended to commemorate prominent 

elite individuals or related events, leading to 

the continued numerical dominance of sites 

concerning heterosexual Euro-American 

men. Currently, the ideal public history 

displays - as Andrew Hurley (in Beyond 

Preservation), Ian Jones (in City Museums 

and City Development), and others concur- 

involve greater inclusion of the public in 

terms of subject as well as design. At the 

same time, as Josh Sides' description of San 

Francisco's evolution in Erotic City 

indicates, cities themselves represent their 

past. Even with two sources, monuments 

and the city itself, municipal history remains 

inaccessible for many, just as some areas of 

larger regions receive little historical 

attention, including in Southern California. 

Although many authors barely mention 

Cypress in their accounts of Orange County, 

the community acknowledges its own past. 

While currently focused on projecting a 

positive segment of its recent past, available 

for the initiated, Cypress, California's efforts 

warrant changes to increase their inclusivity 

and accessibility. 

 While reflective of several aspects of 

Southern California's history, Cypress 

receives only a brief mention in the region's 

general historiography. Everyone agrees that 

both city and county encompassed the 

movements of several Amerindian groups 

before turning to agriculture efforts under 

the Spanish, then Mexican, then American 

owners. Unlike several other municipalities 

in the county, even geographically smaller 

S 
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ones, no book exists solely dedicated to 

Cypress’s history or Cypress in general, 

though a couple of websites, connected to 

the city, do cover Cypress history in some 

detail. In the best-case scenarios, usually in 

the non-academic press, Cypress receives 

occasional mentions in historical accounts of 

Orange County, mostly in relation to the 

Pacific Electric Railway’s Red Car Line 

and/or the spate of city incorporations 

during the 1950s.1 This somewhat mirrors 

the description of Cypress which 

newspapers presented, particularly since the 

1960s, as a rural area that turned into 

housing communities and businesses.2 

 Given the minimal role allotted to 

Cypress in most accounts of California, the 

websites for the city of Cypress and the 

Cypress Area Chamber of Commerce 

                                                           
1 Phil Brigandi, Orange County Chronicles. 

(Charleston: The History Press, 2013), 138-139, 141; 

Phil Brigandi, Visiting Orange County’s Past, 2nd ed., 

(: Orange County Historical Commission, 2014), 28-

29; Pamela Hallan-Gibson, Orange County The 

Golden Promise: An Illustrated History, (Sun Valley: 

American Historical Press, 2002), 166, 241; Esther R. 

Cramer et al., eds., A Hundred Years of Yesterdays: A 

Centennial History of the People of Orange County 

and Their Communities, (: The Orange County 

Centennial, Inc., 1988), 91-94, 133. 

constitute a large portion of Cypress's 

existing historiography. Appearing as a 

subsection of its municipal website, Cypress 

originally presented several segments, each 

on its own page, to narrate the official past. 

For their source, Cypress draws on Eileen 

Wheeler and Dr. Warren Beck's work for the 

News - Enterprise Archives.3 In terms of 

content, two short pages respectively 

provide information on the Cypress area 

when Amerindians formed the majority 

population followed by the Spanish/Mexican 

period, before describing the transfer of the 

2 Al Johns," For Contented 'Residents' Cities 

Born to Keep Cows In; People Out." Los Angeles 

Times, Oct 23 1960, M1, 18. Accessed 21 April 

2016. http://search.proquest.com.lib-

proxy.fullerton.edu/hnplatimes/docview/167769145/f

ulltextPDF/E320A6236FF44962PQ/423?accountid=9

840; Maura Dolan. "Cypress's Rustic Past Fades 

Away Painlessly", Los Angeles Times, Jan 7 1984, 

OC_A1,3. Accessed 23,24 April 2016. 

http://search.proquest.com.lib-

proxy.fullerton.edu/hnplatimes/docview/153707206/f

ulltextPDF/9430F958910C4E8EPQ/478?accountid=9

840 
3City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler and Dr. 

Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), “City of 

Cypress (The First Inhabitants)”, n.d., accessed 19 

March 2016.\, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_fir

st_inhabitants.htm.  
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land, after 1848, to Euro-American hands.4 

Subsequently, two medium pages describe 

the growth of American Cypress - such as 

the city founders, the beginning of services, 

and the experiences of pioneers (starting in 

1889)- before presenting two very long, 

largely political, positive versions of 

postwar Cypress.5 Although unchanged in 

terms of content, since May 2016 Cypress 

reconfigured the above into a single, multi-

                                                           
4 City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler and Dr. 

Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), “City of 

Cypress ('Day of the Dons' was Short)”, n.d. 

,accessed 19 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_d

ons.htm; City of Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, “(The 

First Inhabitants)”; City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler 

and Dr. Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), 

“City of Cypress (Spain Paid Soldiers with Land)”, 

n.d, accessed 19 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_sp

ain_paid.htm. 
5 City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler and Dr. 

Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), “City of 

Cypress (Orange County Formed in 1889)”, n.d., 

accessed 19 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_oc

_formed.htm; City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler and 

Dr. Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), “City 

of Cypress (Sugar Beet Crop Promotes Dairies)”, 

n.d., accessed 19 - 20 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_su

gar_beets.htm; City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler and 

Dr. Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), “City 

of Cypress (World War II Brought Changes)”, n.d., 

accessed 21 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_w

w2.htm; City of Cypress, Eileen Wheeler and Dr. 

Warren Beck (News-Enterprise Archives), “City of 

Cypress (Cypress After World War II)”, n.d., 

accessed 24 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_af

ter_ww2.htm; City of Cypress, “City of Cypress 

(Cypress After 2000)”, n.d., accessed 24 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history_af

ter_2000.htm  

paged pdf document.6 Within the section's 

original ten-page format, some historic 

images of modern Cypress either appeared 

in an uncaptioned slide show on the first 

page, or along the right margin of largely 

unrelated text.7  In a somewhat different 

manner, the Cypress Area Chamber of 

Commerce's website relates a dense 

narrative of Cypress in one long page.8 

Again, though briefly describing earlier 

6 City of Cypress History, 

“City_of_Cypress_History.pdf”, cypress.ca., n.d., 

accessed May 8, 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/City_of_C

ypress_History.pdf 
7City of Cypress, “City of Cypress. (Cypress 

History)”, n.d, accessed 19 March 2016, 

http://www.ci.cypress.ca.us/about_cypress/history.ht

m; City of Cypress, “(Cypress After 2000)”,;City of 

Cypress, Wheeler and Beck, “(Cypress After World 

War II)”,;City of Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, 

“(‘Day of the Dons’)”,; City of Cypress, Wheeler, 

and Beck, “(The First Inhabitants)”,; City of Cypress, 

Wheeler, and Beck, “(Orange County Formed)”,; 

City of Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, “(Spain Paid 

Soldiers)”,; City of Cypress, Wheeler and Beck, 

“(Sugar Beet Crop Promotes)”,; City of Cypress, 

Wheeler, and Beck, “(World War II Brought 

Changes)”. 
8Cypress Area Chamber of Commerce 

(Created by Tech Pacific), "History of Cypress  

Cypress Chamber of Commerce", 

cypresschamber.org 2015., accessed 8, 9 April 2016. 

http://cypresschamber.org/our-town/history-of-

cypress/.  
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periods, they focus on the political and 

economic development of Cypress since the 

later 1800s.9 Yet, it does provide a greater 

indication of some local disagreements, 

notably reoccurring community debates over 

land use.10 In addition to not being the most 

reader friendly, both sites' avoidance of 

ethnicity or gender implicitly centers the 

narrative on Euro-American males, showing 

only part of Cypress's change over time. 

While Cypress’s Facebook page provides a 

couple of illustrations of how Cypress has 

physically changed, the two photographs, 

buried within their feed, provide insight 

mostly for those already familiar with the 

city.11 However, these websites also 

minimize, if not avoid, anything which 

challenges their interests. 

 Similarly, references to parts of 

Cypress's past emerge in displays, one form 

of public history, in Cypress's Civic 

institutions. For instance, Cypress City Hall 

contains several displays (presumably 

installed with, at least, municipal approval) 

depicting Cypress's transformation since the 

later 1800s. Historic images of Cypress 

agriculture (especially its mid-twentieth 

century dairies), early stores along Lincoln 

                                                           
9 Cypress Area Chamber of Commerce, 

"History of Cypress.” 
10 Ibid. 

Avenue, and aerial views of the city - each 

with a brief caption that hints at change 

when individuals juxtapose these images 

with the current cityscape. However, the 

captions' brevity and selectivity, along with 

the situation of some images in locations 

only employees can go into, limits the 

presentation's effectiveness; those already 

possessing knowledge of municipal history 

gain the most. Moreover, people with vision 

problems or those who do not read English 

will have difficulties reading the captions. 

Close by, a display case near the main 

entrance provides a glimpse at Cypress's 

more recent past, including hints of ethnic 

diversity with a photograph of the young 

Tiger Woods. However, the limited labeling, 

again, permits only those already 

knowledgeable to gain the full benefit of 

local sports and military achievements, the 

latter matching other brief veterans’ 

monuments throughout the city. Within and 

outside City Hall, Cypress’s City Seal 

depicts the Cypress School District (the 

central tree and the school house on the 

lower left), Cypress College (the globe and 

diploma), as well as the city's post-1960 

focus on housing and industry (the right side 

11 Cypress/ Facebook, "City of Cypress 

Government", 2016, accessed 14 April 2016, 

https://www.facebook.com/cityofcypress/?fref=ts 
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of the seal), emphasizing the recent past for 

those familiar with the narrative.  

 Yet, both displays and the seal more 

readily explain themselves compared to 

other markers in civic buildings. Outside of 

City Hall stands a three-sided freestanding 

tower with sculpted tiles, some of which 

appear to reference city history – without 

any accompanying explanation. Similarly, 

along the sidewalk to the adjacent Cypress 

Library there are inscribed bricks that allude 

to other recent interactions, yet neophytes 

only encounter the names. Memorials, 

whether just a name or an image, inscribed 

on benches and planters give no information 

whether municipal tribute or familial 

donation played a larger role in their 

creation. While somewhat reflective of the 

community, as Ian Jones and other 

recommend, these inscribed names do not 

provide much information regarding their, or 

the city's, existence.12 Thus, individuals 

meet with some relief the brief pieces of 

expository text in the Library's temporary, 

celebratory display of the Women's Club of 

Cypress's Fiftieth Anniversary, although 

                                                           
12  Ian Jones, Robert R. Macdonald, and 

Darryl McIntyre, eds., City Museums and City 

Development, (2008; repr., Plymouth: AltaMira 

Press, 2010), 1-279; Andrew Hurley, Beyond 

Preservation: Using Public History to Revitalize 

Inner Cities, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 

2010), 1-201. 

these texts, again, only aid those literate in 

English and with decent visions. Cypress's 

civic institutions, therefore, only partially 

succeed in being an inclusive forum to 

document the community's development. 

 At the same time, while the names of 

various structures commemorate aspects of 

Cypress's past, their miniscule information 

further privileges those already possessing 

some knowledge of civic history.  The 

Cypress Area Chamber of Commerce 

website explicitly states that developers 

named streets, such as Moody and Walker 

Streets, after then-current local politicians or 

leaders in addition to "early prominent land 

owners."13. Similar protocols went into the 

naming of the elementary schools and parks 

in Cypress, with Frank Vessels Elementary 

named for the founder of the Los Alamitos 

Track, a long-lasting source of income for 

the city, and Damron Elementary after a 

family long connected with the school 

13 Cypress Area Chamber of Commerce, 

“History of Cypress.” 
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district.14 Veterans' Park features a variation 

on this trend while additionally fitting in 

with other brief monuments to veterans 

around Cypress. However, those unfamiliar 

with Cypress's dominant post-1880’s 

narrative receive little education from these 

sites. In most cases, only the name of an 

individual or family appears on a sign as the 

location’s name without any additional 

accompanying information. Veterans' Park 

provides the most information through a 

series of plaques arranged around the park's 

flagpole. The central plaque further 

chronicles the Cypress branches of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American 

Legion, whom, presumably, played a role in 

the park's dedication if not its creation. Once 

again, these efforts only acknowledge recent 

community elites instead of the complete, 

co-existing versions of Cypress that 

encompasses all residents.   

 Even though obscure to neophytes, 

Cypress's naming of structures provides a 

greater acknowledgment of municipal 

                                                           
14 Cypress School District, "Cypress School 

District: District and School Boundary Map,” 2015-

2016, accessed 14 April 2016, 

http://www.cypsd.k12.ca.us/cms/page_view?d=x&pii

d=&vpid=1348048154301; "Physician First Rang 

Bell Half Century Ago", Los Angeles Times, Feb 28, 

1954, pg 12, accessed 20 April 2016, 

http://search.proquest.com.lib-

proxy.fullerton.edu/hnplatimes/docview/166572034/f

ulltextPDF/E320A6236FF44962PQ/95?accountid=98

40 

heritage than the "historic" atmosphere of 

the redeveloped Lincoln Avenue. The last 

two years of the twentieth century witnessed 

Cypress's attempt to improve its historic 

business district along Lincoln Avenue, 

especially the stretch between Valley View 

and Moody Streets.15 To create a more 

welcoming atmosphere, the city 

appropriated elements of historic styles, 

notably segments of patterned brick 

sidewalk, a new clock tower, and some 

antique-looking street lighting fixtures. 

Apart from these visual aspects, Lincoln 

Avenue consists of a wide variety of modern 

stores and businesses; in fact, the main 

shopping region near Valley View Street 

shares only a somewhat complementary 

color scheme. In this, Lincoln Avenue 

mirrors Hurley's descriptions in Beyond 

Preservation of late twentieth century 

"preservation and tourism" districts, in 

which history - through its use largely as a 

veneer - provides a unifying theme.16 

Similarly, as seen both on Lincoln Avenue 

15 City of Cypress, “(Cypress After 2000);” 

Cypress Area Chamber of Commerce, “History of 

Cypress.” 
16 Hurley, Beyond Preservation, 14-16, 19-

23. 
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and in Hurley's examples, these sites tend to 

focus on one period, which diminishes the 

visual evidence of a location's evolution.17 

In these instances, Beyond Preservation 

relates how business-oriented historic 

redevelopment often provides minimal 

benefits to the surrounding community.18 

Further, through its choice of a nostalgic 

stereotypical "old-fashioned downtown" 

appearance, the redeveloped Lincoln 

Avenue continues the city's memorialization 

of the early twentieth-century American 

city, limiting symbolically whom the city 

includes.  

 While mostly utilizing history as an 

aesthetic, Lincoln Avenue bisects one of the 

best forms of public history in Cypress, the 

Pacific Electric Railway's remains. The 

Pacific Electric line consistently emerged as 

an important piece of Cypress's 

development, for instance being the only 

item in Cypress that received repeated 

recognition in histories of Orange County.19 

Although sharing the remnants of the line 

with other cities, the space surrounding 

where the railway was remains mostly clear 

                                                           
17 Hurley, Beyond Preservation, 22. 
18 Ibid., 14-16, 19-23. 
19 Brigandi, Orange County Chronicles, 68; 

Brigandi, Visiting Orange County’s Past, 28-29; 

Hallan-Gibson, Orange County Golden Promise, 

166; Esther R. Cramer et al., eds., A Hundred Years, 

92. 

and, in large portions, permits people to see 

large segments of the rail bed. However, the 

origins of the maintained path, with its 

accompanying markers, remain unclear. In 

addition, Cypress displays three monuments 

where Lincoln Avenue, Holder Street, and 

Valley View Street cross the line's path.20 

Each monument consists of a brick/stone 

pillar with a sculpted plaque with the image 

of a railcar and with another shorter pillar 

presenting plaques at a decent height to read. 

One of these plaques presents two brief 

descriptive paragraphs concerning the 

Railway to the right of a map of the line's 

route. In between the two pillars, two lines 

of bricks set within the sidewalk, and 

adjacent pavement, further clarify the track’s 

former path. Moreover, the markers, at least 

those on Lincoln and Holder, remain free of 

major visible defacement, indicating some 

degree of community respect. Through this 

acknowledgment, the markers for the Pacific 

Electric Railway are relatively effective for 

those literate in English, given the easily 

accessible information within their relatively 

large explanations. However, the English 

20 Brigandi, Visiting Orange County’s Past, 

28-29. 
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text presents problems for those who do not 

read English and those with limited 

mobility.  

 Given the above base, Cypress needs 

to expand its public history to move toward 

the inclusive forum which represents the 

modern ideal of public history. For instance, 

Ian Jones, Robert Macdonald, and Darryl 

McIntyre, in City Museums and City 

Development, as well as other authors, 

advocate that municipal public history 

should respond to the surrounding 

community.21 One of the first steps Cypress 

can take toward the above is to redevelop its 

website's history section. Even if nothing 

else, the history section's content needs to be 

rearranged to increase its accessibility, while 

the compaction of content makes steps 

toward fulfilling this goal, non-English 

speakers still lack foreign language 

options.22 The site can also expand its 

offerings, especially through the addition of 

more detailed captions for images, access to 

existing oral histories (originally collected in 

2006 for the city's fiftieth birthday), and the 

provision of community forums.23 Similarly, 

from this start, Cypress can expand the 

accessibility of its history through providing 

                                                           
21 Jones, Macdonald, and McIntyre, City 

Museums City Development, 1-279; Hurley, Beyond 

Preservation, 1-201. 

an app or mobile-friendly form of its 

website, which would provide an additional 

platform for individuals to share their 

comments wherever they are in the city. An 

app or mobile-friendly version would also 

allow individuals to access information 

when they are physically at a site, a 

particularly useful trait when observing 

development by comparing historic images 

with the modern city. While taking some 

time to carry out, the implementation of a 

revamped digital presence would provide 

time to enact community-referencing 

physical exhibits or collections. Andrew 

Hurley's descriptions in Beyond 

Preservation illustrate several ways in 

which Cypress can change its public history 

to represent all of its citizens.24  

 Cypress, California, therefore, 

provides an example of an existent public 

history situation that, with a redesign, could 

follow public history's representative, 

accurate, inclusive ideal situations more 

closely. The current presentation of the 

municipal past remains largely inaccessible 

in terms of content and those able to 

completely access it. In contrast, Hurley, 

Jones, and others recommend that in both 

22 City of Cypress, “(Cypress After 2000).” 
23 Ibid. 
24 Hurley, Beyond Preservation, 1-201. 
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sides public history represents the larger 

community. Yet, expanded digital and 

physical projects can lessen this disparity.  

Proposal 

 Public History, at whatever level, 

aims ideally to provide information and 

connection to the past, as well as the present, 

for the population. Currently, Hurley, Jones 

and others advocate that community input 

should influence these displays.25 However, 

current Public History in Cypress, on both 

digital and physical levels, covers only part 

of municipal history for those who already 

know it. The redevelopment of an expanded 

history section on city websites, a related 

mobile application, and community-

influenced physical projects provide a way 

to increase public history's accessibility as 

well as breadth.  

 In utilizing Cypress's existing public 

history, the project will redevelop the 

history section on the Cypress website to an 

                                                           
25 Jones, Macdonald, and McIntyre, City 

Museums City Development, 1-279; Hurley, Beyond 

Preservation, 1-201. 

expanded forum. As it currently stands, the 

Cypress website's coverage of city history 

consists of a positive document that 

previously had been divided among multiple 

pages (which contained mostly unrelated 

historical images).26 This base history 

requires an expanded content to integrate 

increased amounts of social history / 

demographics, municipal debates, and 

depicting, as Josh Sides does for San 

Francisco in Erotic City, how the city 

changed, especially over the past fifty years. 

Other additions, such as information on 

whom items are named for, well-captioned 

historical images, and access to the city's 

2006 Oral History Project (collected for 

Cypress’s fiftieth birthday) will benefit 

individuals as they move around the city.27 

Moving on from the older residents depicted 

in the Oral History project, a public forum to 

exchange stories and information would 

allow for community input, as Hurley, 

26 City of Cypress, “(Cypress After 

2000)”,;City of Cypress, Wheeler and Beck, 

“(Cypress After World War II)”,;City of Cypress, 

Wheeler, and Beck, “(‘Day of the Dons’)”,; City of 

Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, “(The First 

Inhabitants)”,; City of Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, 

“(Orange County Formed)”,; City of Cypress, 

Wheeler, and Beck, “(Spain Paid Soldiers)”,; City of 

Cypress, Wheeler and Beck, “(Sugar Beet Crop 

Promotes)”,; City of Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, 

“(World War II Brought Changes)”; City of Cypress 

History, “City_of_Cypress_History.pdf”,. 
27 City of Cypress, “(Cypress After 2000).” 



83 
 

Jones, as well as other writers suggest.28 At 

the same time, the layout of Cypress's 

history section still warrants further 

redesign. Originally a series of several very 

short or long web pages, its current .pdf 

format is only partially less discouraging to 

readers.29 Moreover, instead of removing 

their historic images, which occurred when 

the format changed, the project will include 

relevant, well-captioned images, optimally 

next to the relevant text.  

 Similarly, the addition of an app or 

other mobile-friendly version of the website 

will permit people to access information on 

Cypress's history in a wider variety of 

situations. For instance - whether through a 

list, search box, or QR codes - an app or 

mobile-friendly site would allow people to 

gain information on why a certain location 

was named after a person, while they are at 

or near that location. Similarly, working on 

a mobile platform will allow individuals to 

see, through historic images, how locations 

in Cypress changed over time, even in 

specific locations. Comment spaces can also 

allow individuals to indicate who 

implemented various changes or their 

                                                           
28 City of Cypress, “(Cypress After 2000);” 

Jones, Macdonald, and McIntyre, City Museums City 

Development, 1-279; Hurley, Beyond Preservation, 

1-201. 

opinions (including those related to the 

city’s periodic disagreements over land use). 

Thus, mobile platforms provide a visual, 

virtual counterpoint to Sides' written 

description of San Francisco's evolution. In 

both cases, mobile accessibility, in addition 

to reaching those who only have mobile 

phones, permits individuals to see how 

history exists in their lives. Additionally, 

mobile platforms provide another avenue for 

people to share their views of Cypress in 

either the past, the present, or the future. 

With these features, apps or other mobile-

friendly platforms will further a communal 

view of Cypress's history similar to the 

"museums as public forum" concept 

advocated by Hurley, Jones, and others.30 

 The expansion of Cypress's digital 

presence would function as the starting point 

of a large effort to increase the community's 

connection to Cypress's physical public 

history. The largest physical display of 

Cypress's past consists of the briefly 

captioned historic images and display cases 

located in Cypress's municipal buildings. 

These top-down presentations mainly 

document the development of Cypress 

29 City of Cypress History, 

“City_of_Cypress_History.pdf.” 
30 Jones, Macdonald, and McIntyre, City 

Museums City Development, 1-279; Hurley, Beyond 

Preservation, 1-201. 
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institutions along with some recent military 

and sports elements. In contrast, Hurley, 

Jones and others advocate that the 

community should be involved in the 

creation of local public history as well as the 

expansion of what said history covers.31 As 

such, the project proposes to recruit the 

input of a diverse range of Cypress citizens 

to aid in the development and places of 

further displays or similar projects. For 

instance, although mentioned in several 

sources, the 1965 excavation of a Chumash 

skeleton found during a construction project 

receives little current public mention, even 

regarding its present location; describing the 

remains would provide a window into the 

changing demographics of Cypress, a topic 

that the city mainly ignores or relegates to 

inference.32 During this process, Cypress 

can add explanations accessible to non-

English speakers or those with other 

limitations. In a similar manner, institutions 

can display in more detail what aspects of 

local history they have. 

                                                           
31Jones, Macdonald, and McIntyre, City 

Museums City Development, 1-279; Hurley, Beyond 

Preservation, 1-201.  

 Through this combined physical and 

digital plan, Cypress can begin to create a 

more inclusive, accessible public history that 

more closely mirrors current ideals. First, 

the redevelopment and expansion of 

Cypress's digital presence - including for 

mobile devices - will allow a larger number 

of people to engage with and contribute to 

Cypress's history, even as they move 

throughout the city. Similar outcomes will 

emerge through increasing the number of 

physical displays or memorials created with 

community input. As a result, Cypress 

history will include and be accessible to a 

wider range of individuals than currently, 

even while retaining the elements of its 

current acknowledgment of the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

32 City of Cypress, Wheeler, and Beck, 

“(The First Inhabitants)”,; Cypress Area Chamber of 

Commerce, “History of Cypress”,; "Discovered in 

Cypress: Indian's Bones May Aid Archeologists", 

Los Angeles Times, Feb 17, 1965, OC9, accessed 21 

April 2016, http://search.proquest.com.lib-

proxy.fullerton.edu/hnplatimes/docview/155134476/f

ulltextPDF/897568D3050B4D7APQ/229?accountid=

9840 
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The American Idea 

National Parks, Tourism, and American Identity 

during the Early Years of the Cold War 

By Alyssa Dilday 

Many scholars have looked at the family and domestic life during the Cold War, arguing that Americans 

retreated into the home as a refuge from outside threat of communism and atomic anxieties. This paper 

complicates that idea by looking at the dramatic increase of visitors to the national parks during the early 

years of the Cold War as an expression of citizenship and a way to educate the American family on the 

nation’s history and values. 

 

n August 5, 1934, 

President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt delivered one 

of his radio addresses to 

the nation from the Two Medicine Chalet 

while on a visit to Glacier National Park. 

“There is nothing so great as our national 

parks…” he says, “The fundamental idea 

behind the parks is native. It is, in brief, that 

the country belongs to the people, that it is 

in the process of making for the enrichment 

of the lives of all of us. The parks stand as 

the outward symbol of this great human 

principle.”1 Established in 1916, the 

National Park Service was only thirteen 

years old when the stock market crashed in 

1929, sending the United States into the 

                                                           
 1 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “FDR Radio 

Address at Two Medicine” (Glacier National Park, 

August 4, 1934), National Park Service, 

https://www.nps.gov/glac/learn/historyculture/fdr-

radio-address.htm.  

Great Depression which would last for a 

decade. Since its inception, visitor numbers 

to National Park Service areas have steadily 

increased, even during the depression, but it 

was not until the United States emerged 

from the Second World War that attendance 

at the parks truly skyrocketed. As postwar 

prosperity pushed more Americans into the 

middle class than ever before, Americans 

could afford to take their families on 

vacations. The national parks, created on the 

ideals of freedom, democracy, and equality, 

provided an escape from Cold War anxieties 

as well as a way for Americans to reaffirm 

their national identity. During the early 

years of the Cold War, family trips to 

America’s national parks served as an 

O 
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expression of citizenship for white, middle 

class families looking to reinforce the 

importance of the nuclear family and 

educate themselves and their children on 

American history and values. 

Historical Roots of the National Park 

Ideal 

 Around the turn of the 20th century, 

the “See America First” movement drew on 

people’s patriotism to promote tourism in 

the West. In 1906, Heber M. Wells, 

president of the Salt Lake City Commercial 

Club, argued that this was not simply a plan 

aimed at economic and regional growth, but 

“is bigger and grander than any mere 

locality [and is]…conceived in the interests 

and for the benefit of all America.”2 The 

“See America First” campaign emerged as a 

response to the news that an estimated $150 

million was leaving the nation’s economy 

annually to be spent by American tourists in 

Europe.3 In their effort to keep that money 

within the American economy, they also 

sought to redefine “their ideal of America 

and the place of the West within it” not just 

to promote tourism in the West, but “more 

broadly as an expression of western 

                                                           
 2 Marguerite S. Schaffer. “‘See America 

First’: Re-Envisioning Nation and Region through 

Western Tourism,” Pacific Historical Review 65.4 

(1996), 559.  

regionalism in response to the emerging 

urban industrial nation-state.”4 Historian 

Margaret Schaffer argues that during a 

period when industrialization and 

urbanization were transforming the character 

of American society, westerners especially 

were anxious about their place in America at 

the turn of the century.  

As the frontier was declared closed 

by the 1890 US Census Bureau, the 

changing landscape of America also raised 

the question of the importance of nature in a 

modern nation-state that was increasingly 

concerned with progress and commerce. The 

plan was to promote “the discovery of 

America by Americans” through an 

advertising campaign that emphasized the 

natural beauty and resources of the Western 

states.5 This campaign drew from the 

tradition of monumentalism. “Influenced by 

the Transcendentalist movement and the 

concomitant celebration of nature that 

emerged during the nineteenth century,” 

Schaffer points out that, “intellectuals 

argued that the monumental landscapes of 

America reflected God’s immanence and 

offered proof that America was destined to 

 3 Ibid., 560.  

 4 Ibid., 560.  

 5 Schaffer, 563. 
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become a great civilization…Scenic and 

sublime wilderness in America offered a 

natural legacy representative of American 

exceptionalism and even superiority over 

Europe that moved beyond human 

accomplishments to God’s realm. Blending 

the ideals of romanticism and nationalism, 

writers and artists [positioned America’s 

natural landscapes as] America’s 

alternatives to the castles, cathedrals, and 

ruins of Europe.”6 Professor of philosophy 

Margaret Grebowicz also points out that the 

idea of a national park, in which the park 

would be owned by every citizen, itself was 

also a break from the Old World. The 

national parks, she writes, “mark a departure 

from the bourgeois idea of nature as a 

landscaped playground for nobles, by 

introducing the idea of democratic 

ownership… [during the nineteenth century] 

the aristocracy presumed that the working 

class lacked the refinement necessary to 

appreciate either art or nature. ‘The free use 

of the land’ by ‘the whole body of the 

people forever’ is thus a political duty, part 

of the destiny of the New World and its 

break from Europe.”7 

                                                           
 6 Schaffer, 565. 

 7 Margaret Grebowicz, The National Park to 

Come (Stanford: Stanford Briefs, 2015), 8.  

The “See America First” campaign 

was embraced nationwide as newspapers 

and magazines around the country began to 

run editorials that not only emphasized the 

economic importance of Western tourism, 

but also but the importance of educating the 

American public on what the West had to 

offer. The campaign presented the West as 

“the final bastion of democracy and liberty” 

and a counter to the East and Europe, which 

they associated with civilization and 

corruption. “See America First” presented 

the West as still a part of the untouched 

frontier, “an area of free land on the edge of 

civilization, [which] offered an escape from 

the ills of civilization – modernity, 

commerce, industrialization, and forces of 

historical change – to a place where man 

could actualize his ideal self as citizen.”8 

Since the West was less developed 

during this period, it was a rather difficult 

region to travel through for the average 

American tourist compared to Europe. Some 

editorials pointed out that the success of the 

“See America First” campaign depended on 

whether travel through the region would be 

made cheaper and more accessible. 

Transcontinental railroads’ tourist bureaus 

 8 Schaffer, 579.  
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catered mainly to the wealthy and, despite 

the celebration of the West’s natural 

wonders in the media, access remained 

difficult. Even as shorter, scenic railroad 

lines began to be completed in places such 

as Yellowstone and the Grand Canyon, 

travel to the West remained expensive and 

out of reach of the average American. 

 The Organic Act of 1916 officially 

created the National Park System and was 

comprised of a handful of parks located 

mostly in the western United States. By the 

time the United States entered the Second 

World War in 1941, 164 parks, historic sites, 

seashores, and recreation areas would make 

up the National Park System.9 During the 

war, the National Park Service fought its 

own battle to protect the parks from 

industry’s logging, mining, and grazing 

demands all in the face of dwindling budgets 

and staff. Wartime National Park Service 

Director Newton Drury argued that the best 

use of the parks during wartime was not for 

their resources, but for recreation. “As a 

trustee for many of the great things of 

America,” Drury remarked “the National 

                                                           
 9 National Park Service. “National Parks’ 

Homefront Battle: Protecting Parks During WWII.” 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/npshomefrontbattle.htm 

 10 Ibid. 

 11 National Park Service. “WWII: Places for 

Healing.” 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/worldwarii/healing.htm 

Park Service has realized its obligation to 

harmonize its activities with those relating to 

the war, aiding wherever possible, and 

striving to hold intact those things entrusted 

to it and most important of all, the uniquely 

American concept under which national 

parks are preserved inviolate for present and 

future benefit of all of our people.”10 As a 

compromise, National Park Service areas 

were used as training grounds for military 

units and places of recreation and healing 

for soldiers, offering “spiritual and physical 

rehabilitation.”11  

 When the war ended, restrictions of 

gasoline and railroad travel were lifted and 

attendance to the national parks skyrocketed, 

jumping from 7.7 million visitors 

nationwide in 1944 to 20.9 million in 1946. 

By 1952, National Park Service attendance 

had doubled, reaching 41.8 million.12 The 

postwar period was a period of 

unprecedented prosperity in America. As 

more and more people gained access to the 

middle class, and jobs began offering 

vacation benefits, people could afford to 

take their families on vacation. President 

 12 “Annual Summary Report (1904-Last 

Calendar Year)” US Department of the Interior. 

https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/Reports/National. See 

Graph 1. 
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Dwight Eisenhower’s expansion of the 

interstate highway system during the 1950s 

would also make the road trip a popular 

vacation choice of many middle-class 

Americans, and they were drawn to the 

national parks.  

Mission 66 & Expanding on the Purpose 

of the NPS 

 Realizing that the national parks 

were unprepared for the postwar influx of 

visitors, Wirth sought to secure funding for 

improvements. On January 27, 1956, Wirth 

went before President Eisenhower and his 

cabinet to propose Mission 66, a 10-year 

program named after its goal to complete 

                                                           
 13 Lary M. Dilsaver, ed. “Mission 66 Special 

Presentation to President Eisenhower and the Cabinet 

by Director Conrad Wirth, January 27, 1956.” 

America’s National Park System: The Critical 

Documents. (Lanham, MD: Roman & Littlefield, 

1994), 195. 

revisions to the system – the expansion of its 

infrastructure to accommodate postwar 

visitors – by the National Park Service’s 

fiftieth anniversary in 1966. Wirth reminded 

Eisenhower and his Cabinet that the idea of 

the national park was an American one, with 

Yellowstone being the first national park in 

the world. If appealing to their patriotism 

was not enough, Wirth pointed out that the 

postwar prosperity resulted in a larger 

tourism industry and maintenance of the 

parks would only contribute to the nation’s 

economy. Investing in America’s national 

parks was not only a sound economic 

investment, he argued, but “an investment in 

good citizenship.”13 However, by comparing 
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the current state of the National Park System 

to a “plant operating at 200% capacity” that 

had failed to plan for and develop with 

demand, Wirth failed to take into account 

the underlying contradiction which had 

always and continues to plague the park 

system: how to allow everyone access to 

experience and enjoy the national parks 

while at the same time fighting for the 

preservation of the park’s natural and 

untouched wilderness.14  

The postwar years were a period of 

rapid suburbanization in which the new, 

largely white middle class fled the cities in 

search of a retreat from the evils of 

urbanization and the national parks played 

into this idealized image of America. The 

middle-class lifestyle came with a certain 

amount of disposable income and vacation 

benefits, which led to major changes in how 

Americans traveled, and Americans flocked 

to the national parks. In his study of 

Washington’s national parks, Theodore 

Catton reveals how the development of 

Mount Rainer National Park was heavily 

influenced by the citizens of both Seattle 

and Tacoma, who sought to secure a 

                                                           
 14 Dilsaver, “Mission 66 Special 

Presentation,” 194. 

recreational area for weekend escapes from 

these two cities.15  

Though Mission 66 began with 

optimistic ideas about preserving America’s 

cultural, natural, and historic sites for the 

recreation and education of its citizens, 

within a few years the program became 

steeped in controversy as it met with 

backlash from the conservationists who saw 

the Park Service as clinging to its concept of 

“atmosphere preservation” rather than 

actually preserving America’s natural 

landscape.16  At the Sixth Biennial 

Wilderness Conference in March 1959, 

ecologist Stanley A. Cain gave a speech in 

which he criticized the Park Service for 

neglecting to base its policies on data 

collected from some sort of natural history 

research program, but allowing the 

economic value of wildlife tourism 

influence its policies. “One believes in 

wilderness, or he doesn’t…To put forward 

the argument of the economic value of the 

wilderness for appropriate kinds of 

recreation is to put the wilderness on the 

 15 Theodore Catton, National Park, City 

Playground: Mount Rainer in the Twentieth Century 

(Seattle: Washington University Press, 2006). 

 16 Dilsaver, 197.  
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block, to be sold to the highest bidder.”17 He 

argued that the current policy of the Park 

Service, focused on the tourist experience of 

wilderness and its economic potential, 

misses the point: that “there are areas of 

landscape that are of higher usefulness to 

man when left alone than when they are 

exploited for the goods and services that 

have dollar value.”18 A transcript of his 

speech was distributed among park 

administrators and would change the course 

of NPS policy.19 In 1963, the Report of the 

Advisory Board on Wildlife Management in 

the National Parks, which originally sought 

to address the issues of overgrazing by 

Yellowstone elk, went on to define a basic 

management philosophy for the national 

parks. The report redefined the Park 

System’s primary purpose as seeking to 

maintain or restore the park to the 

“condition that prevailed when the area was 

first visited by the white man,” and called 

for the employment of a staff of permanent 

                                                           
 17 Cain, Stanley A. “Ecological Islands as 

Natural Laboratories.” March 21-22, 1959. In 

America’s National Park System: The Critical 

Documents, ed. Lary M. Dilsaver (Lanham, MD: 

Roman & Littlefield, 1994), 200-201. 

 18 Ibid., 202. 

 19 Dilsaver, 198. 

scientists in each park to oversee these 

priorities.20 

Mission 66 sought to elaborate on 

the definition of the National Park System 

that was stated in the Organic Act of 1916, 

which created the park system. In the 

mission’s forward, titled “The Basic Purpose 

of the National Park System,” it asserted that 

the park system “seeks to retain the best 

from the past,” again speaking to this idea of 

preserving and romanticizing America’s 

heritage by offering its “visitors 

acquaintance with superlative visits of 

original America; with the homes and 

cultures of prehistoric Americans; and with 

sites of major importance in our colonial and 

national history.”21 It stated that the National 

Park System is a natural, historical, and 

cultural resource and, like the nation’s mines 

and cattle farms that produce products for 

man, the parks too “yield the cultural and 

inspirational products of knowledge, 

refreshment, and aesthetic enjoyment 

 20 “A Report by the Advisory Committee to 

the National Park Service on Research,” National 

Academy of Sciences – National Research Council, 

1963. In America’s National Park System: The 

Critical Documents, ed. Lary M. Dilsaver (Lanham, 

MD: Roman & Littlefield, 1994), 253-262. 

 21 “Mission 66: To Provide Adequate 

Protection and Development of the National Park 

System for Human Use” National Park Service, US 

Department of the Interior, January 1956. I, 5. 
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equally required by all people.”22 In 

identifying the need for adequate 

informational and interpretive signage as 

“essential to proper park experience,” the 

Mission 66 program declared that the park is 

not merely a source of recreation for 

Americans, but an educational experience as 

well.23 As parents brought their children to 

the parks, the exhibits were seen to “offer an 

opportunity for identifying oneself with 

these places, for getting the feel of great 

events, for the stimulation of pride in our 

country and in the qualities of those who had 

a hand in shaping its character and its 

destiny.”24 By the time the program came to 

an end in 1966, Congress had spent 

approximately $1 billion on land acquisition, 

construction projects, and expanding staff 

and operations of the national parks.25 

During the 1960s, National Park 

Service Director George Hartzog would 

push for an expansion of the park service in 

urban areas, increasing the number of 

cultural and historic sites and making it 

easier for minority populations living in the 

                                                           
 22 “Mission 66.”, III. 

 23 Ibid., 19. 

 24 Ibid., 6. 

 25 Ethan Carr, Mission 66: Modernism and 

the National Park Dilemma (Amherst, University of 

Massachusetts Press, 2007), 10. 

cities greater access to the National Park 

Service. He believed that these sites were 

just as important as the larger, natural parks 

to the National Park Service’s ideals of 

democracy, freedom, and equality. One 

moment in history ties this idea together: 

Martin Luther King Jr’s delivery of his 

famous “I Have a Dream Speech” on the 

steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 

1963. Next to Dr. King, as he gave his 

speech that day, were two national park 

rangers, reinforcing the ties between the 

National Park Service and the American 

ideals of freedom and equality.26 This 

moment, Grebowicz argues, “manages to 

collapse something as distinctly and 

urgently political as the civil rights idea into 

the park idea. The demand for desegregation 

becomes a part of the power of nature to 

sculpt the ‘we’ as it has sculpted the rocks of 

Yosemite Valley…as if Nature Herself had 

somehow facilitated the kind of progressive 

politics most of us like and with which we 

align ourselves.”27 As official National Park 

Service policy, parks were not allowed to 

practice racial discrimination, though in 

 26 Bob Adelman, Martin Luther King, Jr. - 

"I Have a Dream" Speech, Aug. 28, 1963, National 

Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution. See Photo. 

 27 Grebowicz, 28-9. Grebowicz continues to 

argue that the national parks become a place where 

“actual social problem become invisible” and instead 

serve as “fantasy spaces offering pleasure and escape 

from the real.” 
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practice many areas serviced by the National 

Park System followed local customs 

regarding segregation well into the 1950s, 

particularly in the South, maintaining 

separate bathrooms, campgrounds, and 

dining areas.28 Despite the fact that 

unofficial racial discrimination continued in 

the parks, African American travel guides 

continued to recommend the national parks 

as vacation destinations. 

The New American Tourist 

 The family road trip became a rite of 

passage for middle class Americans after 

World War II and served to reinforce the 

importance of the nuclear family and 

                                                           
 28 Susan Sessions Rugh, Are We There Yet? 

The Golden Age of Family Vacations (Lawrence: 

University of Kansas Press, 2008), 147. 

educate children about American values and 

history. Many scholars, including Elaine 

Tyler May in her study of domestic life 

during the Cold War Homeward Bound, 

have noted that Americans retreated to the 

home and family as a refuge from outside 

threats of communism and atomic 

anxieties.29 The popularity of the family 

road trip complicates this idea of domestic 

retreat. The 1962 National Recreation 

Survey revealed that in the previous year, 

Americans “took nearly 80 million vacations 

on which they spent $6.9 billion” and 

 29 Elaine Tyler May. Homeward Bound: 

American Families in the Cold War Era (New York: 

Basic Books, 2008).  
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traveled more than 100 billion miles.30 

Historian Susan Session Rugh argues that 

“the grand scale of family vacationing poses 

a challenge to the ideal of domestic 

containment, of the image of the family 

huddled in its basement bomb shelter.”31 

 The ability to spend money on a 

family vacation was a consumer choice to 

purchase the experiences that promoted 

family togetherness during a period when 

the very structure and definition of the 

family became a battleground on which to 

fight communism and a matter of national 

security. The postwar period is also defined 

by the rise of consumerism, what historian 

Lizabeth Cohen refers to as the Consumer 

Republic. In her study, Cohen argues that 

Americans used their purchasing power as a 

strategy to reconstruct the nation’s economy 

and as a way to reaffirm its democratic 

values. In the postwar era, being a good 

citizen meant being a good consumer.32 

When leaving the home to go on a family 

vacation, the automobile became an 

extension of the home as families sought to 

take domesticity on the road with them, 

whether they were camping in national parks 

                                                           
 30 Outdoor Recreation Resources Review 

Commission, National Recreation Survey 

(Washington DC, 1962), 63. Quoted in Rugh, 3.  

 31 Rugh, 4-5.  

or staying in roadside motels. Particularly 

when camping, going on vacation was not 

just consumer choice to purchase a family 

experience but required the purchase of 

many products in order to recreate the home 

in the campground.  

Travel magazines, such as Sunset 

Magazine and AAA’s Westways Magazine, 

served as guides for Americans on where to 

visit, what they needed to go camping, and 

how to recreate the home in the campsite. In 

May 1953, Sunset Magazine published an 

article titled “Western Camper’s Planning 

Guide” which asserted that “Western 

campers…generally agree that camping can 

and should be comfortable.”33 The article 

details what items are needed to make the 

experience as comfortable as possible and 

how to pack it all into, or on top of, the 

family sedan. According to Sunset 

Magazine, experiencing the “freedom of the 

outdoors” is not free but requires a tent, 

sleeping bags, dining tables, umbrellas, a 

windbreak, tarps, air mattresses or cots, a 

cooler, a dry pantry, cookware, and eating 

utensils, and the magazine helpfully 

included prices for each item. The authors of 

 32 Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumer’s Republic: 

The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar 

America (New York: Vintage Books, 2004), 119. 

 33 “Western Camper’s Planning Guide.” 

Sunset Magazine. May 1953, 48. 
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the article boasted that they were able to fit 

300 pounds of equipment required onto the 

car.34 Despite the attempts to recreate 

domesticity in nature, many Americans were 

attracted to the idea of camping because 

they saw it as a way to escape from the city 

and pressures of civilization. When Wirth 

proposed his plan to expand the park 

infrastructure, he argued that the national 

parks are a place where Americans can 

“renew their idealism that prompted the 

patriots to their deeds of valor…[and] 

recapture the spirit and something of the 

qualities of the pioneers.”35 Wirth tied the 

national park’s stated mission to preserve 

the natural landscape for the pleasure and 

use all Americans with an idealized image 

of America’s founding and pre-industrial 

heritage.  

 During the postwar period, families 

packed up their cars to travel across 

America to visit the nation’s historic sites 

and national landmarks as a way to reaffirm 

their own democratic values and as a way to 

teach their children about the history and 

principles of their nation. Whether families 

visited museums, historic sites, or national 

parks, Americans sought out places that had 

                                                           
 34 “Western Camper’s Planning Guide,” 50. 

 35 Dilsaver, “Mission 66 Special 

Presentation” 193-196.  

been deemed important, even sacred, to the 

nation’s heritage. Rugh argues that because 

of the importance placed on these locations, 

we can call these travels pilgrimages. By 

visiting these sites “tourists [sought] to 

strengthen their sense of national or 

religious identity,” looked for a sense of 

authenticity, and attempted to validate the 

narrative of national greatness.36 In the 

Northeast and the South, this meant visiting 

historic sites related to the nation’s founding 

and Civil War battlefields, while in the West 

this meant visiting national parks that sought 

to preserve the nation’s natural landscape. 

Many of the Westways Magazine articles 

from the postwar years contributed to this 

narrative of authenticity and greatness by 

emphasizing the national parks as a 

landscape that was still largely untouched. 

The August 1956 issue, which was 

published the year the Mission 66 program 

started, contains an article commemorating 

the fortieth birthday of the National Park 

Service. It begins with a short history of the 

parks and notes that they “remain essentially 

nature preserves rather than highly 

 36 Rugh, 42.  
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developed playgrounds.”37 The article 

continues on to note that the worth of the 

parks is “measured in terms of human joy 

and enrichment rather than revenue from 

sawn timber and harnessed streams,” while 

at the same time highlighting the park’s 

economic value by noting that visitors to 

Yosemite National Park alone had spent 

over $10 million within the park and in its 

surrounding areas the previous year.38 

A Closer Look: Yosemite National Park 

“In these days when familiar 

landscapes disappear overnight and 

freeways change the face of our cities, it is 

good for human beings to have some things 

to turn to which never change,” begins a 

July 1956 article on Yosemite National Park 

in Westways Magazine. “Little did we 

realize back in 1932,” the author continues, 

“when we piled the children and a month’s 

groceries into the car and headed for 

Tuolumne Meadows above Yosemite 

Valley, that we would return again and again 

to this mountain paradise through depression 

blues, hot and cold war, and into the jet age 

and H-bomb jitters.”39 Speaking of the 

                                                           
 37 Ruth Kirk. “Birthday for the National 

Park Service.” Westways Magazine 48.8 (August 

1956), 9. Automobile Club of Southern California 

Corporate Archives, Los Angeles, CA. 8 November 

2016. 

 38 Ibid., 9. 

family-friendly nature of the park, with trails 

even the young children and grandparents 

can enjoy, the author recalls discovering 

America with her family through Yosemite, 

saying “we literally explored this country as 

the children’s legs grew longer and they 

could hike further…” and remembers the 

campfire talks led by rangers, educating 

them “on the why of Tuolumne Meadows” 

and local mountain lore.40 For the author, 

Lucile Popenoe, and her family, trips to 

Yosemite were a relaxing escape from the 

ever-changing stressors of city life and Cold 

War anxieties, as well as a way through 

which she could educate her family by 

exploring firsthand an authentic, untouched 

American landscape. 

Yosemite National Park was first 

protected in 1864, when President Abraham 

Lincoln signed the Yosemite Grant. This 

piece of legislation placed Yosemite Valley 

and the Mariposa Big Tree Grove under the 

protection the state of California and stated 

that “the premises shall be held for public 

use, resort and recreation; [and] shall be 

 39 Lucile Popenoe, “Tuolumne’s Terrific!” 

Westways Magazine 48.7 (July 1956), 4. Automobile 

Club of Southern California Corporate Archives, Los 

Angeles, CA. 8 November 2016. 

 40 Ibid., 5. 
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inalienable for all time…”41 Yosemite 

became a popular vacation destination for 

Americans, and it quickly became clear that 

the state could no longer adequately 

maintain the park and its ever-increasing 

flow of visitors. A public campaign 

successfully pushed to establish Yosemite as 

a national park in 1890, making it the 

nation’s third national park after 

Yellowstone and Mackinac.42 In 1916, 

President Woodrow Wilson signed the 

Organic Act which created the National Park 

Service, a new federal bureau within the 

Department of the Interior, to protect and 

manage the thirty-five national parks, 

                                                           
 41 Lary M. Dilsaver,  ed. “An Act 

Authorizing a Grant to the State of California of the 

‘Yo-Semite Valley,’ and of the Land Embracing the 

‘Mariposa Big Tree Grove.’” America’s National 

Park System: The Critical Documents. Lanham, MD: 

Roman & Littlefield, 1994, 11. 

monuments, and reservations that were then 

in existence, including Yosemite National 

Park.  

Since the inception of the National 

Park Service, the visitor attendance numbers 

for Yosemite National Park roughly 

followed the attendance patterns of the rest 

of the parks in the service, steadily rising 

until the United States’ involvement in 

World War II. Immediately coming out of 

the war, annual visitor attendance 

skyrocketed, jumping from 120,494 in 1944 

to 640,483 in 1946.43 As park visitation 

increased, the number of park facilities were 

 42 Mackinac Island is located off the coast of 

Northern Michigan and was a popular summer resort. 

It existed as a national park between the years 1875 

and 1895, at which point it became Michigan’s first 

state park when it was turned over the state of 

Michigan at the governor’s request. 

 43 “Annual Summary Report (1904-Last 

Calendar Year)” US Department of the Interior. 

https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/Reports/National. See 

Graph 2.  
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unable to adequately accommodate visitors. 

By the late 1940s, “the floor of Yosemite 

Valley had become a parking lot littered 

with cars, tents, and refuse.”44 When Wirth 

informed the parks of the Mission 66 

program and asked parks to submit a 

proposal of projects, none of the parks, 

including Yosemite, knew what to expect.  

For Yosemite, the Mission 66 

initiative addressed issues of overuse and 

resource protection with the construction of 

road networks, parking areas, employee 

housing, maintenance centers, campgrounds, 

ranger stations, and visitor centers. The 1915 

Yosemite Lodge was torn down and 

replaced with a multi-unit building 

comprised of the main lodge, motel units, a 

gift shop, conference rooms, a post office, a 

restaurant, a cafeteria, a bar, and a 

swimming pool that make up Yosemite 

Lodge today. Park administrative offices 

were also removed from the valley when the 

National Park Service purchased the El 

Portal Administrative Site in 1958, 

approximately 2 miles outside of the western 

                                                           
 44 Sarah Allaback, Mission 66 Visitor 

Centers: The History of a Building Type 

(Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 2000), np 

(ebook). (accessed online: 

https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/allaba

ck/vc0.htm) 

park entrance.45 The largest project of the 

initiative, the widening of the Tioga Road, 

was also the project that was contested most 

ardently by conservationists who opposed 

blasting away part of the granite rocks at 

Olmsted Point and Tenaya Lake, which was 

necessary to complete the project.46  

Despite the expansion and 

modernization of park facilities during the 

course of the Mission 66 program, travel 

guides such as Westways Magazine 

continued to publish articles throughout the 

period that romanticized an earlier, 

untouched Yosemite. The August 1960 

article “Friend of the Sierra” goes back to 

eighteenth century when James Mason 

Hutchings, inspired by the American 

landscape paintings of George Catlin and the 

opportunities afforded by the Gold Rush, 

left England for California. Leaving mining 

for the world of publishing, Hutchings 

would go on to lead “the first party of 

tourists to Yosemite” with two indigenous 

guides in the summer of 1855 and was so 

“entranced by its splendor and utter solitude 

 45 Superintendent’s Annual Report - Fiscal 

Year 1958. 1959, Series I: Subseries A: Box 3, 

Folder 034, Records of the Office of the 

Superintendent 1923-2010, Yosemite National Park 

Archives, El Portal, CA. 21-22 November 2016.  

 46 A Sense of Place: Design Guidelines for 

Yosemite National Park (Yosemite, CA: The 

National Park Service, 2012), 39. 
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they camped there for a week.”47 This trip 

inspired Hutchings to publish Hutchings’ 

Illustrated California Magazine upon his 

return, exposing the world to Yosemite 

Valley and the Sierra Nevada. Hutchings 

would eventually settle in the valley, serving 

as innkeeper and guide to adventurous 

tourists until 1902. The article ends by 

noting that Yosemite currently hosts 

millions of visitors annually, whose 

“pleasures are intensely urban [yet] it is to 

the high country of the Sierra Nevada that 

the seekers of inviolate wilderness must 

turn” to find what they seek.48 In the two 

decades following World War II, Westways 

published multiple such articles that 

romanticized Yosemite’s past and its 

indigenous inhabitants, which were seen as a 

part of this idea of untouched nature, 

including “High Tripper” in 1952, “The 

Forgotten Pioneer” in 1954, and “Discovery 

Route to Yosemite” In 1965.49  

                                                           
 47 Idwal Jones, “Friend of the Sierra” 

Westways Magazine 52.8 (August 1960), 24. 

Automobile Club of Southern California Corporate 

Archives, Los Angeles, CA. 8 November 2016. 

 48 Jones, “Friend of the Sierra,” 24.  

The American principles of freedom, 

equality, and democracy have long been tied 

in with the ideals of the National Park 

Service, which was intensely relevant during 

the early years of the Cold War and its 

ideological conflict between democracy and 

communism. Yosemite National Park’s 

monthly and annual reports to the 

Department of the Interior reveal that the 

park played its own unique role during the 

Cold War – the role of international 

diplomacy. Historians such as Penny Von 

Eschen have explored the role the 

musicians, actors, and dancers played during 

the Cold War, traveling abroad as cultural 

ambassadors to promote American culture 

and democracy.50 Yosemite’s visitor records 

from the period reveal that the State 

Department had also arranged for leaders 

and government officials from other 

countries to visit Yosemite while they were 

on diplomatic visits in America. Since 

Yosemite is not close to any major city, 

these visitors came from either San 

 49 Idwal Jones, “High Tripper” Westways 

Magazine 44.11 (November 1952), 12-13; Weldon F. 

Heald, “The Forgotten Pioneer” Westways Magazine 

46.3 (March 1954), 6-7; Richard Dillon, “Discovery 

Route to Yosemite” Westways Magazine 57.5 (May 

1965), 24-27. Automobile Club of Southern 

California Corporate Archives, Los Angeles, CA. 8 

November 2016. 

 50 Penny M. Von Eschen, Satchmo Blows up 

the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War 

(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2004) 
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Francisco or Los Angeles and tended to stay 

a couple of days, which reveals much about 

what the State Department felt the nation’s 

national parks represented.  

On June 15, 1954, the State 

Department escorted Emperor Haile Selassie 

of Ethiopia, his son, granddaughter, and 

fifteen African dignitaries through the park, 

staying overnight at the park’s high-end 

Ahwahnee Hotel.51 Later that year, in 

October, an official from the State 

Department arrived with Frank Yenner of 

Istanbul, Turkey to present him with “a 

better understanding of the American scene” 

as part of a government sponsored student 

and visitor exchange program.52 Not only 

were officials from other nations brought by 

the State Department to provide a glimpse of 

the natural American landscape, but officials 

from China, Egypt, Turkey, South Africa, 

New Zealand, Australia, Argentina, and 

Brazil came to Yosemite during the postwar 

period to learn about America’s national 

park system in order to create their own 

national park system modeled on America’s 

national parks.  

                                                           
 51 Yosemite National Park June 1954 

Monthly Narrative Report. July 13, 1954, Series I: 

Subseries B: Box 15, Folder 0367, Records of the 

Office of the Superintendent 1923-2010, Yosemite 

National Park Archives, El Portal, CA. 21-22 

November 2016. 

Conclusion 

 During the unprecedented prosperity 

of the postwar years, white, middle class 

Americans flocked to the national parks in 

an expression of citizenship, to reinforce 

their own American ideals, and to educate 

their families on American history and 

values. Especially during the early years of 

the Cold War, the national park ideals of 

democracy, freedom and equality resonated 

with Americans seeking reassurance and an 

escape from the period’s threats of 

urbanization, communism, and atomic war. 

Today, the National Park System continues 

to embrace and promote these ideals. 

President Obama recently reinforced this 

idea when he said that the parks have since 

“become a real part of the American way of 

life,” reinforcing the ties between the 

 52 Yosemite National Park October 1954 

Monthly Narrative Report. November 10, 1954, 

Series I: Subseries B: Box 15, Folder 0371, Records 

of the Office of the Superintendent 1923-2010, 

Yosemite National Park Archives, El Portal, CA. 21-

22 November 2016. 
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national parks and American identity.53 

August 25, 2016 marked the centennial 

anniversary of the National Park Service, 

which was promoted with a year-long 

campaign aimed to raise support for and 

awareness of the continued efforts of the 

park service to “ensure that future 

generations of Americans will be able to 

enjoy the thrilling experiences of nature and 

wildlife, history and culture, and the spirit of 

adventure that is waiting at every national 

park.”54 Part of the campaign was to 

encourage visitors to post their pictures 

taken in the parks on social media with the 

#FindYourPark/#EncuentraTuParque 

hashtag, encouraging visitors to embrace 

their ownership of the national parks 

because, as current National Park Service 

Director Jonathan B. Jarvis said, “they 

embody one of our nation’s most 

revolutionary ideas – that some of the most 

beautiful landscapes, iconic historic sites 

and culturally significant places should 

belong to every American.”55  

                                                           
 53 Barack Obama, “Remarks by the 

President at Sentinel Bridge” (speech, Yosemite 

National Park, June 20, 2016), The Whitehouse: 

Office of the Press Secretary, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2016/06/20/remarks-president-sentinel-bridge 

 54 National Park Foundation. “2016 National 

Park Service Centennial.” 

https://www.nationalparks.org/our-work/campaigns-

initiatives/national-park-service-centennial.  

Works Cited 

A Sense of Place: Design Guidelines for 

Yosemite National Park. Yosemite, 

CA: The National Park Service, 

2012. 

Allaback, Sarah. Mission 66 Visitor Centers: 

The History of a Building Type 

(Washington, D.C.: National Park 

Service, 2000), np (ebook). 

(accessed online: 

https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/onli

ne_books/allaback/vc0.htm) 

“Annual Summary Report (1904-Last 

Calendar Year)” US Department of 

the Interior. 

https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/Reports/N

ational (accessed 20 September 

2016). 

Catton, Theodore. National Park, City 

Playground: Mount Rainer in the 

Twentieth Century. Seattle: 

Washington University Press, 2006. 

 55 Jonathan B. Jarvis, “National Park Service 

Illuminates 100 Years From Brooklyn Bridge Park 

with One World Trade Center, Bill Nye, Questlove, 

and Secretary Jewell for the #FindYourPark 

Movement.” National Park Foundation (August 10, 

2016) 

https://www.nationalparks.org/about/pressroom/press

-releases/national-park-service-illuminates-100-

years-brooklyn-bridge-park-one.  



107 
 

Carr, Ethan. Mission 66: Modernism and the 

National Park Dilemma. Amherst, 

University of Massachusetts Press, 

2007. 

Cohen, Lizabeth. A Consumer’s Republic: 

The Politics of Mass Consumption in 

Postwar America. New York: 

Vintage Books, 2004. 

Dillon, Richard. “Discovery Route to 

Yosemite.” Westways Magazine 57.5 

(May 1965): 24-27. Automobile 

Club of Southern California 

Corporate Archives, Los Angeles, 

CA. 8 November 2016. 

Dilsaver, Lary M., ed. America’s National 

Park System: The Critical 

Documents. Lanham, MD: Roman & 

Littlefield, 1994. 

Grebowicz, Margaret. The National Park to 

 Come. Stanford: Stanford Briefs, 

 2015. 

Heald, William F. “The Forgotten Pioneer” 

Westways Magazine 46.3 (March 

1954): 6-7. Automobile Club of 

Southern California Corporate 

Archives, Los Angeles, CA. 8 

November 2016. 

Jarvis, Jonathan B. “National Park Service 

Illuminates 100 Years From 

Brooklyn Bridge Park with One 

World Trade Center, Bill Nye, 

Questlove, and Secretary Jewell for 

the #FindYourPark Movement.” 

National Park Foundation (August 

10, 2016) 

https://www.nationalparks.org/about/

pressroom/press-releases/national-

park-service-illuminates-100-years-

brooklyn-bridge-park-one. (accessed 

14 December 2016). 

Jones, Idwal. “Friend of the Sierra.” 

Westways Magazine 52.8 (August 

1960): 24. Automobile Club of 

Southern California Corporate 

Archives, Los Angeles, CA. 8 

November 2016. 

Jones, Idwal. “High Tripper.” Westways 

Magazine 44.11 (November 1952), 

12-13. Automobile Club of Southern 

California Corporate Archives, Los 

Angeles, CA. 8 November 2016. 

Kirk, Ruth. “Birthday for the National Park 

Service.” Westways Magazine 48.8 

(August 1956), 8-9. Automobile 

Club of Southern California 

Corporate Archives, Los Angeles, 

CA. 8. November 2016. 



108 
 

May, Elaine Tyler. Homeward Bound: 

American Families in the Cold War 

Era. New York: Basic Books, 2008. 

“Mission 66: To Provide Adequate 

Protection and Development of the 

National Park System for Human 

Use” National Park Service, US 

Department of the Interior, January 

1956.  

National Park Foundation. “2016 National 

Park Service Centennial.” 

https://www.nationalparks.org/our-

work/campaigns-initiatives/national-

park-service-centennial. (accessed 14 

December 2016).  

National Park Service. “National Parks’ 

Homefront Battle: Protecting Parks 

During WWII.” 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/npshom

efrontbattle.htm. (accessed 13 

December 2016).  

National Park Service. “WWII: Places for 

Healing.” 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/world

warii/healing.htm. (accessed 13 

December 2016).  

Obama, Barack. “Remarks by the President 

at Sentinel Bridge” (speech, 

Yosemite National Park, June 20, 

2016), The Whitehouse: Office of 

the Press Secretary, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-

press-office/2016/06/20/remarks-

president-sentinel-bridge. (accessed 

20 October 2016). 

Popenoe, Lucile. “Tuolumne’s Terrific!” 

Westways Magazine 48.7 (July 

1956), 4-5. Automobile Club of 

Southern California Corporate 

Archives, Los Angeles, CA. 8 

November 2016. 

Records of the Office of the Superintendent. 

Coll. YCN: 1008 (YOSE 232960). 

Yosemite National Archives, El 

Portal, CA. 21-22 November 2016.  

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano. “FDR Radio 

Address at Two Medicine” (Glacier 

National Park, August 4, 1934), 

National Park Service, 

https://www.nps.gov/glac/learn/histo

ryculture/fdr-radio-address.htm. 

(accessed 14 December 2016).  

Rugh, Susan Sessions. Are We There Yet? 

The Golden Age of Family 

Vacations. Lawrence: University of 

Kansas Press, 2008. 

Schaffer, Marguerite S. “‘See America 

First’: Re-Envisioning Nation and 



109 
 

Region through Western Tourism” 

Pacific Historical Review 65.4 

(1996): 559-581. 

Von Eschen, Penny M. Satchmo Blows up 

the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play 

the Cold War. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 2004. 

“Western Camper’s Planning Guide.” Sunset 

 Magazine (May 1953): 48-55. 



110 
 

 



111 
 

  

Joshua Cawley is a graduate student working on a Master’s degree in History. On the macro level his 

interests include United States history during the Cold War, specifically the 1960s and the Kennedy, 

Johnson, and Nixon administrations. On the micro level, he is passionate about studying the local history of 

Orange County. 



112 
 

Diplomacy or Double-Cross 

The Kennedy Brothers, Castro, and the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) 

By Joshua Cawley 

The Cuban Missile Crisis revolved around the secret deployment of Soviet nuclear weapons to Cuba and 

their subsequent removal from that island. On behalf of President Kennedy, Robert Kennedy negotiated an 

agreement which exchanged Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba for U.S. nuclear missiles in Turkey and Italy. 

The agreement also included a U.S. pledge not to invade Cuba from “American soil” which I contend was 

negotiated in “bad faith” by Robert Kennedy. Although the threat of Soviet military intervention and 

nuclear war deterred the Kennedys from launching a direct U.S. invasion of Cuba in 1962, the Kennedy 

brothers were still fixated on “getting even” with Fidel Castro. 

 

Introduction 

ew historical events have 

been studied and analyzed 

as much as the Cuban 

Missile Crisis of 1962, the most dangerous 

moment of the Cold War and arguably in all 

of history. The crisis centered on the secret 

deployment of Soviet nuclear weapons to 

Cuba and their subsequent removal. Many 

myths about the crisis have been debunked 

in the last fifty years, but the standard 

thirteen-day account of an eyeball-to-eyeball 

confrontation still prevails in the public 

perception. Unfortunately, most Americans 

are unaware of how long the crisis actually 

lasted, and to what extent President John F. 

Kennedy and his brother Robert negotiated 

with America’s “enemies.” In 2012, over 

2,700 pages related to Robert Kennedy were 

declassified and released to the public, 

including secret government documents 

detailing a clandestine diplomatic effort to 

negotiate a crisis resolution with Fidel 

Castro. These declassified documents 

provide additional insights about the crisis 

and expand the understanding of the actions 

taken by the U.S. Government. 

 As the crisis developed, President 

Kennedy considered all his available options 

before ultimately deciding to pursue 

backchannel diplomatic efforts to both the 

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev and the 

Cuban leader Fidel Castro. The clandestine 

effort of diplomacy with Castro involved the 

use of a Brazilian intermediary to secretly 

communicate with the Cuban leader; 

however, that diplomatic feeler put towards 

Cuba was undermined when Robert 

Kennedy negotiated a separate backchannel 

deal with the Soviets. That agreement 

 F 
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exchanged Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba 

for U.S. nuclear missiles in Turkey and 

Italy, and included a U.S. pledge not to 

invade Cuba. Nevertheless, Robert Kennedy 

added two very important caveats to the 

non-invasion pledge: First, that Castro 

halted “subversion in other Central and 

Latin American countries” and second, that 

an invasion would not be permitted “from 

American soil.”1 These caveats, when 

considered with the evidence revealed in the 

recently declassified Robert Kennedy 

documents, demonstrate that the United 

States engaged in a deception against the 

Soviets and Cubans. I contend that President 

Kennedy and his brother Robert 

intentionally negotiated in “bad faith” in 

order to continue their covert policies aimed 

at regime change in Cuba. 

Cigar Diplomacy 

 As newly elected president, John 

Kennedy was briefed on the CIA covert 

paramilitary plan to invade Cuba with a 

brigade of U.S. trained Cuban exiles. As 

President, he ignored the appeals of several 

Latin American governments that, at Cuba’s 

                                                           
 1 Theodore C. Sorensen, Counselor: A Life 

at the Edge of History (New York, NY: Harper, 

2008), 303.  

behest, urged for a dialogue before the 

invasion.2 Instead he gave the green light to 

send the CIA-trained exiles ashore on April 

17, 1961 in what became known as the Bay 

of Pigs Disaster. Within seventy-two hours, 

the brigade’s beachhead had collapsed and 

more than a thousand of them were taken 

prisoner. The attack had been thoroughly 

defeated by Castro and the armed forces of 

Cuba. When confronted at a press 

conference about the not-so-covert U.S. 

intervention in Cuba, President Kennedy 

acknowledged his own personal culpability 

for one of the greatest debacles in U.S. 

foreign policy and remarked “victory has a 

thousand fathers, and defeat is an orphan. I 

am the responsible member of the 

government.”3  

 The Bay of Pigs invasion was a great 

political and military victory for Castro that 

allowed him to consolidate his revolution in 

Cuba. After the resounding victory, Castro 

felt that perhaps the time was right for a 

modus vivendi with the United States and 

dispatched Ernesto “Che” Guevara to 

initiate a secret dialogue with the 

 2 William M LeoGrande, and Peter 

Kornbluh, Back Channel to Cuba: The Hidden 

History of Negotiations Between Washington and 

Havana (Chapel Hill: The University of North 

Carolina Press, 2014), 93.  

 3 Ibid, 93.  
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Americans. Modus vivendi is a Latin term 

for an arrangement or agreement that allows 

conflicting parties to coexist peacefully, 

either indefinitely or until a final settlement 

is reached.4 Guevara’s first opportunity 

came at the Alliance for Progress meeting at 

Punta del Este, Uruguay on August 18, 

1961. There he noticed a young white house 

aide named Richard Goodwin smoking a 

cigar. Guevara promptly sent over an 

Argentine diplomat to convey a dare to 

Goodwin that he wouldn’t smoke Cuban 

cigars.  

 Goodwin responded to this 

provocation by saying “Hell I’d smoke them 

in a minute but I can’t get them at home 

anymore.”5 The very next day a box of 

Cuban cigars was waiting for Goodwin in 

his hotel room. The Cohiba-brand cigars 

were actually a gift for President Kennedy 

and were delivered in an ornate mahogany 

box inlaid with the seal of the Republic of 

Cuba. The cigars came with a handwritten 

note from Che that read “to write to the 

enemy is difficult, I limit myself to 

extending my hand.”6 He had proposed a 

meeting but the head of the U.S. delegation, 

Treasury Secretary Douglas Dillon, vetoed 

                                                           
 4https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=m

odus+vivendi+definition 

 5 LeoGrande and Kornbluh, Back Channel 

to Cuba, 95. 

the idea after Guevara gave a speech at the 

conference that was critical of the United 

States. Che was persistent and tracked 

Goodwin down to a private party in 

Montevideo at 2:00 AM on the last night of 

the conference. Accompanied by an 

Argentine and a Brazilian diplomat who 

served as interpreters, Guevara and 

Goodwin went into a small side room. 

 The conversation started on a light 

note as Guevara thanked Goodwin for the 

Bay of Pigs and explained that “their hold 

on the country has been a bit shaky but the 

invasion allowed the leadership to 

consolidate most of the major elements of 

the country around Fidel.” To which 

Goodwin replied that “perhaps they would 

return the favor and attack Guantanamo?” 

“Oh no,” Guevara laughed. “We would 

never be so foolish as to do that.”7 At that 

point the conversation took a more serious 

tone as Guevara explained that the Cuban 

Revolution was strong and irreversible and 

that the Bay of Pigs invasion had 

“transformed them from an aggrieved little 

country to an equal.”8 Empowered as an 

“equal,” Guevara pressed on for some sort 

of an arrangement or agreement that would 

 6 Ibid., 96. 

 7 Ibid., 97. 

 8 Ibid. 
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allow the conflicting parties to coexist 

peacefully, a modus vivendi. He proposed a 

negotiation formula in which Cuba would 

first offer five concessions to the United 

States that addressed many of the complaints 

or grievances the U.S. had with Cuba.  

 Guevara explained: One, Cuba 

would not return expropriated properties like 

banks or factories but they could pay for 

them in trade; Two, that they would agree 

not to make any political alliance with “the 

East,” meaning the Soviets or Chinese; 

Three, that Cuba would have free elections 

but only after a period of institutionalizing 

the revolution and a one-party system; Four, 

that Cuba would be willing to discuss its 

“subversive” activities in other Latin 

American countries; Five, and of course 

they would not attack Guantanamo. Guevara 

then added that they could discuss no deal 

that would mean giving up the society to 

which they were dedicated.9 

 The meeting ended and each man 

agreed to keep the discussion a secret. When 

Goodwin returned to Washington, he went 

directly to report to President Kennedy. He 

brought in Guevara’s box of cigars and set 

them down on the President’s desk in the 

                                                           
 9 LeoGrande and Kornbluh, Back Channel 

to Cuba, 97.  

Oval Office. Kennedy opened the box and 

asked “are they good?” To which Goodwin 

replied “Are they good? No, they are the 

best.” Whereupon he immediately took one 

out of the box, bit off the end and lit it up. 

He then turned to Goodwin and said “you 

should have smoked the first one” which 

was a tongue-in-cheek reference to a failed 

attempt to poison Fidel Castro with cigars.10 

 Ultimately, the rapprochement 

initiated by the Cuban government was 

thoroughly rebuked by President Kennedy, 

who considered the defeat at the Bay of Pigs 

a personal humiliation. Within days of the 

meeting in Montevideo, the President 

assigned his brother Robert to head a 

committee known as the Cuban Task Force, 

made up of White House, CIA, Defense and 

State Department officials dedicated to 

intensifying covert operations against the 

Castro regime. Despite the concessions 

proposed by the Cuban government, an 

opportunity for peaceful coexistence 

between Cuba and the United States was 

rejected by the President for a policy of 

retaliation and regime change. 

 

 

 10 Ibid. 
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Operation Mongoose 

 On November 30, 1961, President 

Kennedy approved a major covert action 

program aimed at overthrowing the Castro 

regime in Cuba. The new program was 

codenamed Operation Mongoose, and was 

directed by counterinsurgency specialist 

Edward G. Lansdale under the guidance of 

Attorney General Robert Kennedy. 

Operation Mongoose was a campaign of 

sabotage, terrorism, and political 

propaganda designed to incite a rebellion in 

Cuba that the United States could quickly 

support with military force. President 

Kennedy was emphatic about deposing 

Castro and called it "the top priority in the 

U.S. government.” He insisted that “no time, 

money, effort, or manpower” be spared, “it’s 

got to be done and will be done. The final 

chapter has not been written."11 

 Many of the Operation Mongoose 

raids were planned and launched from the 

CIA’s Miami headquarters codenamed 

JMWAVE. Inconspicuously placed in 

building 25 on the South Campus of the 

University of Miami, JMWAVE grew to be 

the largest CIA station in the world outside 

                                                           
 11 Alleged Assassination Plots Involving 

Foreign Leaders, 11/20/75, 141. 

 12 Don Bohning, The Castro Obsession: U.S. 

Covert Operations against Cuba, 1959-1965 

(Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books, 2005), 84. 

of the organization's headquarters in 

Langley, Virginia.12 The covert program had 

an annual budget of $50 million and would 

ultimately involve over four hundred 

clandestine service officers, two thousand 

Cubans, and a private navy of speedboats. A 

wide variety of sabotage operations were 

carried out from the secret base including 

the contamination of sugar shipments, the 

bombing of factories and mines, and the 

destruction of Cuban infrastructure. 

Numerous acts of piracy against Cuban 

ships and aircraft were also planned and 

launched from this covert CIA base.  

 In the words of Kennedy’s Secretary 

of Defense Robert McNamara, “there was 

pressure from JFK and RFK to do 

something about Castro, we were hysterical 

about Castro.”13 There is little doubt that the 

intense pressure came from the Kennedy’s 

desire to extract revenge for the humiliating 

Bay of Pigs defeat. "We will take action 

against Castro," Bobby wrote. "It might be 

tomorrow, it might be in five days or ten 

days, or not for months. But it will come."14 

What kind of “action” against Castro did the 

Kennedy’s have in mind? 

 13 Ibid, 92. 

 14 Robert Kennedy, American Experience, 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rfk/peopleevents/e_

mongoose.html 
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 A 1975 congressional investigation 

uncovered at least eight separate 

assassination plots during the period 1960 to 

1965. Declassified documents prove that 

Eisenhower gave the initial green-light for 

the CIA to assassinate Fidel Castro, but 

would President Kennedy or his brother 

Robert actually order Castro killed? No 

conclusive evidence has been found to show 

that the Kennedys had prior knowledge of 

any assassination plot, however they knew 

the meaning of "plausible deniability” and 

may have preferred not to implicate 

themselves directly. The circumstantial 

evidence suggesting that the Kennedys did 

order the assassination of Fidel Castro is 

considerable. According to New York Times 

journalist Tad Szulc, President Kennedy 

discussed Castro’s assassination in an Oval 

Office conversation on November 9, 1961. 

Szulc was a Cuban expert and had 

personally interviewed Fidel Castro several 

times after the thwarted Bay of Pigs 

invasion. “What would you think if I 

ordered Castro to be assassinated” asked 

Kennedy. Szulc told the President that it 

wouldn’t work and that the United States 

shouldn’t engage in such action. President 
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Kennedy replied that he was just “testing 

him” and said “I’m glad you feel the same 

way.” 15 

 “Get rid of Castro and the Castro 

regime.” That is how Sam Halpern, 

executive officer of the CIA team charged 

with carrying out Operation Mongoose, 

described his orders from Director Richard 

Bissell. "And when I asked Dick, what does 

‘Get rid of’ mean, he said, ‘you can read the 

English language as well as I can. Get rid of 

means get rid of.”16 Halpern also described 

an encounter with his boss in which Bissell 

had recently been chewed-out by both the 

President and the Attorney General for, as 

he put it, “sitting on his ass and not doing 

anything about getting rid of Castro and the 

Castro regime.”17 Undoubtedly, President 

Kennedy and his brother put an enormous 

amount of pressure on the CIA for results in 

Cuba. 

 Regarding the assassination plots 

against Castro, former CIA agent Tom 

Parrott said he was “convinced that Bobby 

knew plenty about it and was the engine 

behind it to a considerable extent. Not 

necessarily directly, by saying you go out 

and assassinate Castro but saying, you 

 16 Bohning, The Castro Obsession, 184.  

 17 Ibid., 183. 
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know, ‘why don’t get off your duff and do 

something? We don’t care what you do.’ He 

knew perfectly well, I’m convinced. Now, I 

don’t suppose you’re going to find any piece 

of paper where he obviously says that.”18 

The Kennedys were careful to keep distance 

between themselves and their illegal or 

immoral activities, which allowed them to 

plausibly deny any wrongdoing and shield 

themselves politically. 

 By the spring of 1962, it was clear 

that sabotage operations and assassination 

plots were having little effect against the 

Castro regime. In mid-March, Mongoose 

guidelines were revised to “make maximum 

use of indigenous resources, internal and 

external” in order to inspire a revolt.19 

However, it was recognized that the “final 

success” would require “decisive U.S. 

military intervention.”20 Castro was 

convinced that a direct U.S. invasion of 

Cuba was on the horizon for 1962 and 

implored Moscow for assistance. Clearly, 

the threat of U.S. intervention motivated 

Khrushchev’s decision to install nuclear 

weapons in Cuba, the seminal act that 

started the missile crisis. 
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Donovan Negotiations Part One 

 The defeat at the Bay of Pigs deeply 

insulted the President Kennedy and spawned 

his covert war, but it also provided an 

opportunity for substantive U.S.-Cuban 

negotiations. The President’s sense of 

obligation over the capture and 

imprisonment of the 1,214 members of the 

exile brigade led him to authorize a major 

negotiation for their release. Kennedy told 

Richard Goodwin that “they trusted me. And 

they’re in prison now because I fucked up. I 

have to get them out.”21 That same sense of 

concern was echoed by Robert, who recalled 

that “not only did we have the responsibility 

for carrying out the Bay of Pigs in an 

ineffective way but also for the lives of all 

of these men. We wanted to do whatever 

was necessary, whatever we could, to get 

them out.”22 

 To meet this objective, the Kennedys 

enlisted one of the most famous 

international negotiators in the world, James 

B. Donovan, a Harvard law graduate and 

former member of the Office of Strategic 

Services (OSS), the forerunner to the CIA. 

Notably, Donovan arranged the dramatic 

 22 Robert F Kennedy, Edwin O Guthman, 

and Jeffrey Shulman, Robert Kennedy, in His Own 

Words: The Unpublished Recollections of the 

Kennedy Years (Toronto; New York: Bantam, 1988), 

375. 
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February 1962 prisoner exchange of 

convicted Soviet spy Rudolf Abel for 

captured U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers. 

“He personally escorted Abel to the middle 

of the Glienicke Bridge between East Berlin 

and Potsdam and returned with Powers. This 

successful act of negotiation earned 

Donovan the distinction of ‘Meta-

diplomat.’”23 

 Donovan’s negotiations with Castro 

were friendly but a quick agreement proved 

to be elusive. Throughout September and 

October of 1962, Donovan made several 

trips to Cuba to confer with Fidel Castro. 

Negotiations broke-off again on October 11, 

1962 with assumptions by both sides that 

they would resume soon. However, just a 

few days later CIA analysts confirmed the 

presence of medium-range ballistic missiles 

(MRBMs) on the island. The Cuban missile 

crisis had begun. 

Onset of the Crisis 

 Detailed analysis of U-2 photo 

intelligence from CIA confirmed the 

presence of nuclear missiles in Cuba, and on 

the morning of October 16th the President 
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was briefed about the distressing situation 

on the island. “Kennedy quickly gathered a 

select group of advisors, officially known as 

the ‘ExComm’ (Executive Committee), to 

decide on a strategic response.”24 Secretary 

of Defense McNamara presented three basic 

options: a political option of “approaching 

Castro and/or Khrushchev,” a naval 

blockade against Soviet ships, or “military 

action directed against Cuba.”25 In order to 

buy more time, Kennedy chose the blockade 

option, but called it “quarantine” to 

downplay the fact that a naval blockade was 

technically an act of war.   

 As the crisis intensified, President 

Kennedy authorized a complicated 

clandestine approach to Castro.26 Kennedy’s 

attempt at negotiation, through Brazilian 

intermediaries, remains a little-known aspect 

of the crisis to this very day. On an earlier 

state visit to Washington D.C. in April of 

1962, Brazilian President João Goulart and 

his foreign minister Francisco San Tiago 

Dantas raised the possibility of approaching 

Castro on behalf of the Americans. The 

Brazilian government wanted to position 

 25 The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White 

House During the Cuban Missile Crisis, (Cambridge, 

Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 
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itself as a regional broker for 

rapprochement. Minister Dantas suggested 

to Secretary of State Dean Rusk that Brazil 

was in a good position to influence the 

situation in Cuba and asked him “if Castro 

became a Caribbean Tito, would that be 

acceptable to the United States?”27 

 Josip Broz Tito was the Socialist 

leader of Yugoslavia from 1943 to 1992. 

Although he was dedicated to Socialism, 

Tito split with Stalin and defied Soviet 

hegemony for the Western orbit. Rusk 

responded to Dantas’ suggestion by saying 

“from the U.S. viewpoint two things are not 

negotiable: One, the direct Cuban ties with 

Moscow; and two, Cuban subversive actions 

elsewhere in the hemisphere. If Cuba would 

break with Moscow, this would create a new 

situation.”28 If they couldn’t kill or remove 

Castro from power, then perhaps turning 

him away from Soviet hegemony and 

returning Cuba to the status of a client-state 

would suit the United States government. 

Interestingly, Rusk’s terms reiterated two of 

the five concessions proposed by Che 

Guevara in Montevideo, Uruguay in August 

of 1961 as part of a modus vivendi.  
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 On April 22, 1962, the Brazilian 

ambassador in Havana, Luis Bastian Pinto, 

met with Castro and suggested that Cuba 

distance itself from the Soviets.  Pinto also 

offered the complete support of the Brazilian 

government in mediating the conflict 

between Cuba and the United States. 

However, “Fidel was noncommittal; he 

thanked the Brazilian for the offer of 

assistance and promised to get back to him 

soon with ‘concrete’ suggestions, but he 

never did.”29 In the spring of 1962, the threat 

of terrorism, assassination, and conceivably 

a U.S. invasion, all compelled Castro to seek 

protection from the Soviet Union. Although 

the diplomatic effort produced no results, 

the potential return of Cuba to American 

influence and domination was of interest to 

the Kennedy administration. The 

opportunity to manipulate Castro into 

relinquishing “real” control of Cuba 

appealed to the President, because with the 

Soviet military off the island, the U.S. could 

easily use military force to intervene in 

Cuban affairs. Despite the diplomatic feelers 

sent out by Kennedy, he continued his 

aggressive policy of state-sponsored 

terrorism and assassination throughout the 

spring and summer of 1962. 

 28 Ibid. 

 29 Ibid, 113. 
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 Coincidently, just hours before the 

White House learned of the existence of 

Soviet missiles in Cuba, Kennedy sent a 

message to Castro through Algerian leader 

Ahmed Ben Bella. The Algerian leader was 

visiting Washington D.C. on October 15th 

and was scheduled to fly to Havana, Cuba 

the next day. Kennedy assured the Algerian 

leader that the United States had no plans to 

invade Cuba, although the honesty of this 

statement is suspect. Kennedy then declared 

that reconciliation with the United States 

could be possible if Castro left his Latin 

American neighbors in peace and severed 

ties with the Soviet Union. President 

Kennedy went for the “Tito option” and 

suggested that the United States could also 

be tolerant of a “national communist” 

regime in Cuba. Ben Bella asked “Do you 

mean by this Mr. Kennedy, a Yugoslavia or 

Poland? Yes, Kennedy answered.”30  

 The two concessions proposed by 

Guevara in 1961, ending Soviet ties and 

ceasing revolutionary activities in other 

Latin American countries, were again 

repeated as the only “non-negotiable” points 

for the United States. Ben Bella arrived on 

October 16th and dutifully relayed the 

message to Castro. However, the terms 
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outlined in President Kennedy’s message 

were overtaken by the developing events of 

the missile crisis. That same day of October 

16th, Kennedy held the initial ExComm 

meeting and discussed the available options 

with his advisors. In that first meeting, 

Secretary of State Rusk suggested opening a 

backchannel of communication to Fidel 

Castro, possibly through the Canadian 

ambassador. Rusk recommended that the 

United States offer a combination of 

punishment and reward that could induce 

acceptable behavior from Castro and the 

Cuban government. Secretary Rusk advised 

the President to take what “the stick and 

carrot” approach to negotiation. 

 The whole idea was to coax Castro 

into ejecting the Soviets and their missiles 

by offering him a return to the West as an 

alternative to U.S. military intervention and 

regime change.31 Rusk thought they could 

resolve the crisis in the favor of the U.S. by 

playing Castro against Khrushchev using 

diplomatic channels. He suggested telling 

Castro that the “Soviets are preparing Cuba 

for destruction, or betrayal” and 

recommended including a New York Times 

article quoting a Soviet official saying 

 31 LeoGrande and Kornbluh, Back Channel 

to Cuba, 114. 
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“we’ll trade Cuba for Berlin.”32 Secretary 

Rusk reiterated at the evening ExComm 

meeting that this “might be the issue on 

which Castro would elect to break with 

Moscow if he knew that he were in double 

jeopardy.33 It was hoped that the threat of 

punishment or could coerce Fidel Castro 

into an acceptable agreement with the 

United States. “Now this is one chance in a 

hundred, possibly. But in any event we are 

very much interested in the possibility of a 

direct message to Castro.”34 Secretary Rusk 

then instructed his assistant Secretary for 

Inter-American Affairs, Edwin Martin, to 

draft a possible “message to the bearded 

one.”35 

 The subsequent TOP SECRET letter 

to a “Mr. F. C.” warned that if the United 

States did not receive assurances either by 

public or private channels that Castro would 

“not tolerate this misuse of Cuban territory,” 

then “measures of vital significance for the 

future of Cuba” would have to be initiated.36 

Regime change in Cuba was very important 

to President Kennedy and a top priority of 

the U.S. government. Instead of diplomacy, 
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the early ExComm meetings focused on 

several military options for removing the 

missiles from Cuba, such as an invasion, a 

limited air strike, and/or a naval blockade of 

Cuba. The Secretary of Defense was 

especially opposed to any communication 

with Castro or Khrushchev that would give 

away the element of surprise. President 

Kennedy agreed and concluded “I don’t 

think the message to Castro has much in 

it.”37  

 The presence of nuclear missiles had 

just been confirmed in Cuba, yet the 

President and his brother Robert were still 

advocating an aggressive approach towards 

Castro. On the afternoon of October 16th, the 

Attorney General convened an Operation 

Mongoose meeting, and according to the 

notes of Richard Helms of the CIA, he 

invoked his brother’s position and expressed 

the “general dissatisfaction of the President 

with Operation Mongoose.”38 The AG 

pointed out that the operation had been 

underway for nearly a year but that the 

results were discouraging. Some 

improvements were made in the collection 

 36 "Department of State draft letter, "To: Mr. 
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of intelligence, however the other actions 

designed to incite a rebellion against Castro 

had “failed to influence significantly the 

course of events in Cuba.”39 The Cuban 

Missile Crisis was the best evidence that 

Operation Mongoose was ill-conceived and 

a complete failure. Despite the 

ineffectiveness of U.S.-sponsored acts of 

sabotage, terrorism, and assassination, 

Robert Kennedy declared that he was going 

to give Operation Mongoose more personal 

attention, and “began holding daily 

Mongoose meetings at 0930."40 

 The crisis continued quietly and 

behind the scenes until October 22, 1962, 

when President Kennedy addressed the 

nation in a seventeen-minute televised 

speech. In arguably the most frightening 

presidential address in the nation’s history, 

Kennedy announced that “unmistakable 

evidence” had established the presence of 

Soviet nuclear weapons in Cuba. The 

President promised both patience and 

determination towards the removal of those 

nuclear weapons when he said “we will not 

prematurely or unnecessarily risk the costs 
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of worldwide nuclear war in which even the 

fruits of victory would be ashes in our 

mouths but neither will we shrink from that 

risk at any time it must be faced.”41 In order 

to prevent the delivery of additional military 

equipment, the United States quickly 

implemented a blockade around the island of 

Cuba against all Soviet ships. 

 The danger of a superpower 

confrontation escalated dramatically as U.S. 

and Soviet ships approached each other on 

the seas surrounding Cuba. As the pressure 

mounted, the idea of approaching Castro 

through a backchannel effort began to gain 

the interest of the President, and on October 

25th Kennedy instructed the ExComm to 

revisit “alternative courses of action.”42 In 

response, the State Department put together 

a TOP SECRET paper outlining a possible 

“Political Path” for resolving the crisis. One 

option outlined in the paper was an 

“approach to Castro” which proposed a 

message be sent through a “Latin American 

representative in Cuba, probably the 

Brazilian Ambassador.”43 The suggested 

message to Castro would point out that Cuba 

 42 The Kennedy Tapes, 393. 

 43 ""Political Path," 25 October 1962, Top 
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was “merely being exploited in the interests 

of the Soviet Union” and that the result was 

likely to be the “overthrow of his regime, if 

not its physical destruction.”44 The United 

States was prepared to make a deal with 

Castro for the removal of the nuclear 

missiles if he first conceded two familiar 

points: “the military ties to the USSR and 

aggressive actions of any kind in Latin 

America.”45 Once again, the “stick and 

carrot” approach was the course of action 

recommended. 

 There is evidence to suggest that any 

pledge by the United States not to invade 

Cuba would have been disingenuous and 

only intended to coerce Castro into 

removing the nuclear missiles and the 

Soviets from the island. In the formerly TOP 

SECRET paper, it also states that “we would 

have to give some assurances, regardless of 

whether we intended to carry them out that 

we ourselves would not under-take to 

overthrow the regime or support others 

trying to do so.”46 Deceptively, the plan was 

to make Castro believe that the United 

States would not invade Cuba directly or 

support exiles in an invasion staged from 

outside the U.S. like the Bay of Pigs. If 
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Castro could somehow be persuaded to turn 

on the Soviets and get them to remove their 

nuclear missiles from the island, then Cuba 

would be defenseless against U.S.-sponsored 

attacks and military pressure. 

 The next morning of October 26, 

1962, the ExComm debated the usefulness 

of the subsequent State Department draft 

cable that was specifically composed for the 

Brazilian ambassador. The language of this 

recently declassified diplomatic cable varies 

slightly from the earlier “Political Path” 

paper, but contains essentially the same 

“stick and carrot” approach. The message 

intended for Castro stressed that Soviet 

nuclear weapons had “placed the future of 

the Castro regime and the well-being of the 

Cuban people in jeopardy,” and also inferred 

that the Soviet Union had failed to support 

Cuba on this matter and had put out 

“numerous feelers” by “high Soviet officials 

to allied governments for exchanges of their 

position in Cuba for concessions by the 

NATO countries in other parts of the 

world.”47 In fact, it was the United States 

who was putting out the “feelers” and 

offering to concede NATO positions in 

Europe, specifically Jupiter missiles in 

 47"Department of State Draft Cable 13136 to 
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Turkey and Italy in exchange for the 

removal of Soviet missiles from Cuba. 

 The “carrot” proposed in the State 

Department draft cable was of course 

conditioned on Castro’s agreement of the 

two non-negotiable issues: the “military ties 

to the USSR and an aggressive attitude 

toward the internal affairs of other Latin 

American countries.” If he conceded these 

two points and sent home the Soviet military 

personnel with their equipment, “from such 

actions many changes between Cuba and the 

OAS countries, including the U.S., could 

flow.” 48 The draft cable also proposed that 

if Castro should try to rationalize the 

presence of missiles in Cuba for fear of a 

U.S. invasion, that the Brazilian 

Ambassador should reply that “he is 

confident that the OAS would not endorse 

an invasion of Cuba once the missiles were 

removed and that the U.S. would not risk 

upsetting hemispheric solidarity by invading 

without OAS blessing.”49 Considering that 

over the last fifty years the United States has 

repeatedly used the Organization of 

American States to sanction its imperialist 

actions in Latin America, the pledge not to 
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invade “without OAS blessing” was 

essentially hollow and meaningless.  

 Eliminating the direct threat posed 

by the Soviet nuclear weapons positioned in 

Cuba was the key motive for the draft cable. 

President Kennedy stressed to the ExComm 

that his priority was “to get the missiles out” 

then “take care of dumping Castro.” 

Furthermore, he explained that “we ought to 

concentrate on the missiles, right now.”50 

Kennedy still wanted regime change in 

Cuba, but he thought it was advantageous to 

find a resolution to the most pressing issue 

of the crisis first. After the missiles were 

removed from Cuba, the United States 

would be in a better position and could 

intervene in Cuba at its leisure. Although he 

was somewhat pessimistic about the 

prospects of the initiative, Kennedy 

instructed his staff to “get moving” on the 

“message action” to Castro and mused “it 

probably won’t get anyplace. But I think for 

now we’ve got to put in the greatest 

urgency, because time’s running out for 

us.”51 
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Undermining the Pledge 

 In the TOP SECRET/EYES ONLY 

cable sent to U.S. Ambassador Lincoln 

Gordon in Rio de Janeiro, Secretary of State 

Rusk stated that it was time to “discuss with 

Castro Alone, repeat alone” a way out of the 

missile crisis.52 In order to disguise the 

origins of the secret message, the text was 

translated into Portuguese and typed onto 

plain paper devoid of official markings. At a 

midnight meeting on October 27th, 

Ambassador Gordon passed the cable to 

Brazil’s foreign minister. Gordon also 

emphasized the “extreme importance of 

avoiding any indication that this is our idea,” 

and described the message as an “extremely 

important and sensitive diplomatic 

initiative…requiring the utmost secrecy, 

with perhaps vital bearing on peace.”53 

 Unfortunately, this backchannel 

effort using an intermediary provided by the 

Brazilian government did not go as planned. 

By the time the Brazilian courier General 

Jose Albino da Silva arrived in Havana on 

October 29th, the Soviets had already 

announced the withdrawal of the nuclear 

missiles. Castro was visibly incensed at 

Nikita Khrushchev for making a deal 
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without his consultation and agreed to meet 

with General Albino. General Silva relayed 

the message to Castro who listened “with 

close attention and a certain degree of 

receptivity” before responding with a single 

request, that the United States must first 

abandon its base at Guantanamo Bay as a 

“condition of success in any set of 

normalizing relations with the 

hemisphere.”54 The presence of an American 

base at Guantanamo Bay had continually 

humiliated Cubans for over one hundred 

years. However, the inclusion of the base at 

Guantanamo was a nonstarter for the U.S. as 

Ambassador Gordon noted in his report to 

Washington, “the injection of Guantanamo 

into discussions at this time would rule out 

any serious negotiations.”55  

 Castro was receptive to using a 

backchannel approach for communication, 

and his request for the abandonment of the 

Guantanamo base could have been 

considered by the Kennedy administration. 

Nevertheless, the Kennedys had just made 

their own backchannel agreement with the 

Soviets, which confirmed the U.S. 

accusations regarding betrayal and virtually 

guaranteed them another chance at regime 
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change in Cuba. The Soviet Ambassador 

Anatoly Dobrynin and Attorney General 

Robert Kennedy had a late-night meeting at 

the Justice Department on the evening of 

October 27th. On behalf of his brother the 

President, Robert negotiated the removal of 

U.S. Jupiter missiles in Turkey and Italy in 

exchange for the removal of Soviet missiles 

in Cuba, although this was not publicly 

revealed until 1987. He also gave an 

assurance that the United States would not 

invade Cuba, but conditioned that non-

invasion pledge on two major provisions: 

First, that Castro halted “subversion in other 

Central and Latin American countries” and 

second, that the U.S. would not invade Cuba 

“from American soil.”56 

 With the removal of Soviet missiles 

underway and the peak of the crisis 

seemingly behind him, President Kennedy 

pressed for additional concessions from 

Khrushchev. This period of the missile crisis 

is often referred to by historians as the 

“November Extension.” President Kennedy 

insisted that Soviet IL-28 bombers be added 

to the list of “offensive” weapons slated for 

removal from Cuba. IL-28s carried both 

conventional and nuclear weapons and 
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undoubtedly could also be characterized as 

“defensive.” Nonetheless, Kennedy was 

incessant on their inclusion and refused to 

“formalize” any non-invasion pledge until 

they were removed. Meeting with the 

ExComm, he asserted “we’re not gonna give 

those commitments until he gets the IL-28s 

out.”57 Even though the IL-28s were 

eventually removed, President Kennedy still 

declined to give any formal assurances 

against an invasion of Cuba. 

 The President wanted to leave his 

options open regarding Cuba, especially the 

possibility of toppling the Castro regime. In 

a phone call to former President 

Eisenhower, Kennedy assured Eisenhower 

that the interests of the United States had 

been advanced during the missile crisis, but 

that “it may be only one more chapter in a 

rather long story, as far as Cuba is 

concerned.” Eisenhower concurred and 

advised against giving a public statement or 

commitment prohibiting any invasion of 

Cuba which “one day could be 
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embarrassing.”58 Eisenhower was a strong 

proponent of covert warfare and had 

approved the initial plans for the Bay of Pigs 

invasion and for Castro’s assassination in 

1959. Kennedy replied “that’s why I don’t 

think the Cuban story can be over yet. I 

think we will retain sufficient freedom to 

protect our interests if he, if they engage in 

subversion. If they attempt to do any 

‘aggressive acts,’ and so on, then all bets are 

off.”59 

 The overthrow of the Castro regime 

was a topic extensively discussed by 

President Kennedy and the ExComm 

members throughout the crisis. In a 

November 16th conversation, Kennedy 

supposes that the U.S. could easily find a 

“good reason” to intervene in Cuban affairs 

and affirms “we are gonna find the condition 

in the next two or three years where we’re 

gonna be able to justifiably invade Cuba.”60 

Although Kennedy was dedicated to regime 

change in Cuba, he was also wary of any 

Soviet response to overt U.S. aggression 

against the island. Accordingly, he was 

careful not to make any commitments that 

could later embarrass him politically. The 

president opined “we’d like to get [Castro] 
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out. But I don’t think we’re probably gonna 

be able to get Castro out of there by a direct 

invasion from United States forces. So we 

don’t wanna tie our hands too much.”61  

 So what kind of action against Cuba 

did President Kennedy foresee? Records 

indicate that the President was still 

committed to using covert action to 

overthrow Castro, even though such actions 

had likely triggered the crisis in the first 

place. In fact, Kennedy dropped some clues 

about his future plans for Cuba at a 

December 5, 1962 meeting with Secretary of 

Defense McNamara concerning the Defense 

budget. In that conversation, Kennedy 

predicted that the U.S. will be in Cuba on a 

“unilateral basis” for the fiscal year 1964, 

which was from October1, 1963 to 

September 30, 1964.62 The world had just 

endured the most dangerous moment in 

history, yet President Kennedy was 

preparing to double-down and go back into 

Cuba in a big way. To achieve this 

objective, he would need the release of the 

exile army, Brigade 2506. 
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Donovan Negotiations Part Two 

Despite the poor treatment by the United 

States government, Castro still wanted to 

continue negotiations for the captured 

invaders. Consequently on November 20, 

1962, Donovan reported to Attorney General 

Robert Kennedy that “Castro was anxious to 

conclude the transactions over the Bay of 

Pigs prisoners.”63 The Attorney General 

immediately mobilized the government and 

private sector to assist with the negotiations. 

He assigned Kennedy associate John Nolan 

to the negotiating team to help facilitate the 

agreement, and instructed James Donovan to 

return to Cuba to finalize the deal for their 

release before Christmas. Donovan arrived 

in Havana on December 18th to a warm 

welcome from the Cuban delegation, which 

included a special wooden humidor filled 

with fine Cuban cigars as gift from Castro. 

Donovan soon met with the Cuban leader, 

who immediately agreed that Christmas was 

an appropriate deadline for the prisoners to 

be released. 

 As final negotiations began, 

however, some complications arose. Despite 

Donovan’s best efforts to substitute food and 

medicine for $2.9 million in cash demanded 

                                                           
 63 LeoGrande and Kornbluh, Back Channel 

to Cuba, 122. 

by Castro for an earlier release of sixty sick 

and wounded prisoners, the Cuban leader 

would not budge. And when Castro 

expressed skepticism about the size of the 

first shipment of food and medicine that had 

already been loaded onto a freighter called 

the African Pilot, Donovan had to arrange a 

late-night clandestine visit by three Cuban 

Red Cross members to inspect the cargo 

docked in Florida. The deal nearly fell 

through when the three Cubans deemed 

specific items on board to be unacceptable 

and demanded that they be removed. Only 

when Nolan threatened to expose their 

presence in Miami to the anti-Castro exile 

community did they abandon their efforts to 

hold up the shipment.64  

 On December 21st, the final 

agreement for the prisoner release was made 

in exchange for $53 million worth of food 

and medicine to be delivered in stages no 

later than July 1, 1963. When the African 

Pilot docked in Havana harbor on December 

23rd, the first airlift of prisoners began to 

leave from San Antonio de los Baños 

airport.65 A second airlift scheduled for 

December 24th was nearly cancelled when 

Castro demanded the $2.9 million that had 

 64 LeoGrande and Kornbluh, Back Channel 

to Cuba, 123. 

 65 Ibid. 
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already been committed for the sixty sick 

and wounded prisoners released the previous 

April. Robert Kennedy personally secured 

the money from two donors and the 

evacuation continued.66 The president and 

his brother both felt a sense of responsibility 

towards the prisoners and were determined 

to obtain their release. Not only was this a 

fitting Christmas gift for the freed prisoners 

and their families, it was also a victory for 

the Kennedys. 

 The subsequent rally for Brigade 

2506 at Miami’s Orange Bowl on December 

29th was a massive publicity stunt 

engineered by the Kennedy brothers. At the 

height of the ceremony, one of the brigade 

leaders presented to the President the flag of 

Brigade 2506 which had been concealed 

during their imprisonment. As he accepted 

the flag, President Kennedy said in a clear 

and steady voice “Commander. I can assure 

you that this flag will be returned to this 

Brigade in a free Havana.” 67 Resounding 

applause followed as more than eleven 

hundred brigade members cheered 

emphatically. A declassified CIA memo 

dated December 28, 1962, reveals that this 

“dramatic flag exchange was carefully 

                                                           
 66 LeoGrande and Kornbluh, Back Channel 

to Cuba, 123. 

choreographed in advance by Bobby 

Kennedy and exile leaders.”68 Kennedy now 

had the support of the exile army and the 

“political capital” to wage a new round of 

covert schemes aimed at removing Fidel 

Castro from power. 

Conclusion 

 The humiliating defeat of a U.S.-

sponsored Cuban exile Brigade at the Bay of 

Pigs in April of 1961 led President Kennedy 

and his brother Robert to double-down on 

their efforts to remove Castro from power. 

Despite a proposal from the Cuban 

government for a modus vivendi, the 

Kennedys strengthened their commitment to 

regime change in Cuba by authorizing a 

program of sabotage, assassination, and 

terrorism called Operation Mongoose. This 

course of action certainly motivated Castro 

to implore Khrushchev and the Soviet Union 

for increased military assistance, leading 

directly to the crisis. As the missile crisis 

escalated, President Kennedy sought to open 

separate backchannel negotiations to both 

Khrushchev and Castro. However, the 

diplomatic feeler put towards Castro was 

quickly undermined when Robert Kennedy 

 67 David Talbot, Brothers: The Hidden 

History of the Kennedy Years (New York: Free Press, 

2007), 176. 

 68 Ibid.  
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negotiated a backchannel deal with the 

Soviets on behalf of the President. 

 That agreement exchanged Soviet 

nuclear missiles in Cuba for U.S. nuclear 

missiles in Turkey and Italy and included a 

U.S. pledge not to invade Cuba. However, 

that deal was negotiated in “bad faith” by 

the addition of caveats to the agreement and 

moreover by the refusal to issue any formal 

assurances prohibiting an invasion of Cuba. 

President Kennedy and his brother Robert 

intentionally engaged in deception in order 

to remove Soviet nuclear weapons from 

Cuba. When the Kennedys saw the 

opportunity to double-cross their 

adversaries, they quickly undermined their 

own diplomatic efforts in order to continue 

covert activities against Castro and Cuba. 

Although the threat of Soviet military 

intervention and nuclear war deterred the 

Kennedys from launching a direct U.S. 

invasion of Cuba in 1962, the prospect of 

“getting even” with Castro still fixated them. 

Efforts to topple the Cuban government 

endured in various forms throughout 

subsequent administrations over the next 

fifty years. Fatefully, another invasion of 

Cuba never materialized, however 

diplomatic relations remained problematic 

until 2014 when a rapprochement and 

loosening of tensions was initiated by Raúl 

Castro and the Obama Administration. 

 

Works Cited 

Primary Sources 

"Department of State draft letter, "To: Mr. 

F.C.," 17 October 1962, Top Secret." 

National Security Archive Electronic 

Briefing Book No. 395. October 12, 

2012.  

"Department of State, "Castro Response to 

US Appeal," 17 October 1962, Top 

Secret." National Security Archive 

Electronic Briefing Book No. 395. 

October 12, 2012. Accessed  

"Political Path," 25 October 1962, Top 

Secret." National Security Archive 

Electronic Briefing Book No. 395. 

October 12, 2012.  

"Department of State Draft Cable 13136 to 

White House, 26 October 1962, Top 

Secret." National Security Archive 

Electronic Briefing Book No. 395. 

October 12, 2012.  

Kennedy, Robert F, Edwin O Guthman, and 

Jeffrey Shulman. Robert Kennedy, in 

His Own Words: The Unpublished 



132 
 

Recollections of the Kennedy Years. 

Toronto; New York: Bantam, 1988. 

The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House 

During the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of 

Harvard University Press, 1997. 

Listening In: The Secret White House 

Recordings of John F. Kennedy. 

New York: Hyperion, 2012. 

Mikoyan, Sergo Anastasovich, and Svetlana 

Savranskaya. The Soviet Cuban 

Missile Crisis: Castro, Mikoyan, 

Kennedy, Khrushchev, and the 

Missiles of November. Washington 

[etc.]: Woodrow Wilson Center 

Press [etc.], 2012. 

President Kennedy’s Radio and television 

address to the American people on 

the Soviet arms build-up in Cuba, 22 

October 1962. 

Sorensen, Theodore C. Counselor: A Life at 

the Edge of History. New York, NY: 

Harper, 2008. 

The Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962: A National 

Security Archive Documents Reader. 

New York: The New Press, 1992. 

The Kennedys and Cuba: The Declassified 

Documentary History. Chicago: Ivan 

R. Dee, 2001. 

Richard Goodwin, “Memorandum on 

Conversation between Richard 

Goodwin and Che Guevara,” The 

American Century, accessed October 

12, 2015, 

http://americancentury.omeka.wlu.ed

u/items/show/268. 

Kornbluh, Peter, radio interview. "Robert F. 

Kennedy's Cuban Missile Crisis Era 

Papers Released." In PRI's the 

World. Marco Werman. October 11, 

2012. 

Secondary Sources 

Bigger, Philip J. Negotiator: The Life and 

Career of James B. Donovan. 

Bethlehem [Pa.]: Lehigh 

University Press, 2006. 

Blight, James, Janet M. Lang, Andrew 

Whyte, and Koji Masutani. The 

Armageddon Letters: Kennedy, 

Khrushchev, Castro in the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 

2012. 

LeoGrande, William M, and Peter Kornbluh. 

Back Channel to Cuba: The 



133 
 

Hidden History of Negotiations 

Between Washington and Havana. 

Chapel Hill: The University of 

North Carolina Press, 2014. 

Munton, Don, and David A. Welch. The 

Cuban Missile Crisis: A Concise 

History. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2012. 

O'Brien, Michael. John F. Kennedy: A 

Biography. New York: 

Godalming: Griffin; Melia, 2006. 

Stern, Sheldon M. Averting 'The Final 

Failure': John F. Kennedy and the 

Secret Cuban Missile Crisis 

Meetings. Stanford, Calif.: 

Stanford University Press, 2003. 

Talbot, David. Brothers: The Hidden 

History of the Kennedy Years. 

New York: Free Press, 2007. 

Journal Articles 

Hershberg, James G. "The United States, 

Brazil, and the Cuban Missile Crisis, 

1962 (Part 1)." Journal of Cold War 

Studies Vol. 6,, no. No. 2, (2006), 

pp. 3-20.  

Hershberg, James G. "The United States, 

Brazil, and the Cuban Missile Crisis, 

1962 (Part 2)." Journal of Cold War 

Studies Vol. 6, No. 3, (2006), pp.5-

67. 

Pérez, Louis A. “Fear and Loathing of Fidel 

Castro: Sources of US Policy toward 

Cuba.” Journal of Latin American 

Studies, Vol. 34, No. 2 (May, 2002), 

pp. 227-254.  

Magazine Articles 

Kornbluh, Peter, and William M. 

LeoGrande. "Cuba Confidential: The 

Crazy Back-Channel Negotiations 

That Revolutionized Our 

Relationship with Cuba." Mother 

Jones, September/October 2015. 

Kornbluh, Peter. "US-Cuban Diplomacy, 

‘Nation’ Style: Fifty Years Later, 

James Donovan's "Metadiplomacy" 

Shows That Normal Relations Are 

Possible." The Nation, April 13, 

2013. 

Kornbluh, Peter. "The Cuban Missile Crisis 

at 50: Five Decades Later, Lessons 

Are Still Being Learned from the 

Most Dangerous Days in History." 

Cigar Aficionado, October 12, 2012.  



134 
 

 



135 
 

  

Greg Digilio is a manufacturer, and has been programming since 1990. His field of expertise is jig and 

fixture design. He is currently seeking an undergraduate degree in his chosen profession of education. 

Currently Greg Digilio is collaborating on a technical book that seeks to address many of the tacit issues 

encountered in the shop by the novice manufacturer. 



136 
 

The Fence-Post and the Tree 

How the Cold War was the Impetus for the 

Second Manufacturing Revolution 

By Gregory DiGilio 

This paper explores the motivation behind and lasting results of the second manufacturing revolution 

through the contributions of two individuals: John Parsons of the Parsons Corporation, who created the first 

proof of concept Numerically Controlled Milling Machine (NCMM), and Doug T. Ross, head of MIT’s 

Computer Applications Group and the progenitor of the Automatic Program Tool (APT) language. These 

explorations are highlighted by the use of the Fencepost and the Tree analogy, in order to show the 

interwoven nature of the Cold-War as the impetus for change with regard to the programmatic control of 

the Cartesian coordinate system using both the NCMM and APT language. 

 

n a quote from The New Yorker 

dated March 1959:  

“The Air Force announced 

today that it has a machine that can receive 

information in English, figure out how to 

make whatever is wanted, and teach other 

machines how to make it.  An Air Force 

general said it will enable the United States 

to ‘build a war machine that nobody would 

want to tackle.’ Today it made an ashtray 

(Ross, 1978, pg. 61).” 

 In 1947, with the finality of WWII 

fresh on the minds of many Americans the 

emerging specter of the Cold War began to 

take form (Llach, 2015, pg. 1).  The Cold 

War was in essence a global chess game 

whose sovereigns included the United States 

and the Soviet Union with their respective 

allies.  These two superpowers sought to 

influence global events purely by the 

magnitude of their respective military 

machines (Fox, 1980, pg. 2, 10).  The need 

for new technologies became urgent; 

however, the contemporaneous abilities of 

manufacturing necessarily limited the 

 I 

Figure 1 showing the machine built 

"ashtray." (Photo courtesy of MIT) 
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response to these needs1.  In turn these 

limitations fostered a “new organization” 

that addressed the disparity between the 

designs being proposed by the military and 

the inability within manufacturing to address 

these needs (Ward, 1960, pg. 4).  This “new 

organization”, hastened by the Cold War, 

came in the form of an innovative automatic 

machine tool referred to as the NCMM or 

Numerically Controlled Milling Machine, 

and a revolutionary method of 

communicating with the NCMM in the form 

of a semantic computer program referred to 

as APT or Automatically Programmed Tool 

(Ward, 1960, pg. 4).  The first 

manufacturing revolution had reached its 

zenith in the 1940’s.  Very competent, yet 

                                                           
 1 Projection of Power- refers to the ability of 

a nation to project power through a show of abilities.  

These abilities may include military parades, war 

maneuvers, or technological prowess.  

purely mechanical means of 

automation made it difficult to see 

the immediate benefit of the 

NCMM.  However, the transition 

within manufacturing from 

mechanical numeric control of the 

Cartesian coordinate system to 

computer numeric control 

represents a historic rupture in the 

methodologies employed in the 

removal of material (See Fig. 2).2  

This shift necessarily signals the end of the 

first manufacturing revolution and the 

ushering in of the second.  The NCMM 

ultimately allowed complex parts to be 

designed and extemporaneously 

manufactured.  Both the NCMM and APT 

forced the limits of the contemporary 

computer, electronic systems and machine 

building technologies of the day and would 

not have been possible without a joint effort 

that is best described as the Military-

Industrial-Academic complex (Fowler, 

1963, pg. 63, Llach, 2015, pg. 1).  The 

‘Fencepost and the Tree’ analogy highlights 

 2 Material removal refers to a ‘subtractive’ 

or ‘reductive’ method of manufacturing parts.  This is 

in contrast to additive manufacturing practices such 

as 3-D printing.  

Figure 2 Showing material removal using a numerically controlled 

milling machine (Photo courtesy of ROBOTICS & INNOVATIVE 

AUTOMATION) 
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the nature of the relationship between 

the NCMM project and the APT 

language.  In this story a fencepost is 

planted in the soil of a garden.  Soon a 

seedling takes root next to the fencepost 

and over time it grows into a mighty 

oak.  The oak, having grown so close to 

the fencepost, eventually encompasses 

it so that if one were to look they would 

see that the fencepost and the oak, 

though they were two separate entities, 

are now one.  The NCMM is 

represented by the fencepost that is planted 

in the ground of the garden.  It is important 

to note that the fencepost is the first element 

in this story; likewise, the NCMM project 

came first.  The great oak is indicative of the 

APT language that slowly grew around the 

NCMM in order to explicate motion within 

the Cartesian coordinate system.  The 

symbiotic relationship between the NCMM 

and APT is also similar to the story of the 

fencepost and the tree in that they are 

uniquely different but likewise are joined in 

a manner that makes it impossible to 

separate them.  The fertile ground is the 

final element which is representative of the 

impetus of the “Cold War” and instigates the 

joining of the NCMM and APT as a 

collective inseparable union.  It would not 

be an understatement to claim that both John 

Parsons, the progenitor of the NCMM, and 

D.T. Ross, the stalwart figure whose 

contributions created the basic framework 

for the APT language, are the enigmatic 

figures whose contributions, spurred on by 

the impetus of the Cold War, spearheaded 

the second manufacturing revolution. 

Necessity's Child 

 John Parsons is lauded as the “father 

of the second industrial revolution” by the 

Society of Manufacturing Engineers (Olexa, 

2001, pg. 1).  Indeed, Parsons along with his 

chief engineer Frank Stulen patented 

numerical machine tool control; and in 1985 

both Parsons and Stulen were presented with 

the National Medal of Technology by 

President Ronald Reagan (Olexa, 2001, pg. 

10). In 1993 “Parsons was inducted into the 

Figure 3 (Photo courtesy of BACKYARD AND BEYOND) 
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National Inventors Hall of Fame” for his 

lifelong contributions to manufacturing 

(Olexa, 2001, pg. 9).  The events leading up 

to the creation of the NCMM came about 

through the sweeping need for change 

within the aerospace industry.  New 

technologies such as the helicopter, jet 

engine, and rocket called for a modification 

in materials utilized in their construction and 

a greater need for machine tool control.  It 

was not uncommon to see, for instance, 

wood and cloth employed in the 

construction of airplanes.  These materials 

were unpredictable and therefore were seen 

as a hindrance to design and a safety 

concern that could be better addressed by 

                                                           
 3 Metal stampings refer to formed sheet-

metal parts by means of male and female dies.  Sheet-

metal is placed between the male and female dies and 

pressure is applied to ‘form’ the corresponding 

shapes.   

 4 The term Numeric Control or NC was the 

result of a contest held at MIT by John parsons; the 

winning contestant received $50.00 (Olexa Pg. 8) 

metal stampings, plastics, and composites.3  

However the introduction of these new 

materials meant that a fundamental change 

was needed in manufacturing.  This need 

was in part addressed by the NCMM.  In 

1944, the Parsons Corporation secured a 

contract working on the newly invented 

Sikorsy’s R-5 helicopters, and subsequently 

hired engineer Frank Stulen to tackle issues 

regarding stress calculations by using an 

IBM punch card system.  Parsons, seeing the 

potential, envisioned an NC, or Numeric 

Control system capable of producing 

complex X and Y motion through the use of 

punched cards. 4  In December 1949, a 

prototype system referred to as the “Card-a-

matic milling machine” was constructed 

with the help of the Snyder Machine Tool 

Company.  However the original milling 

system, while proving the viability of the 

NCMM, was hampered with accuracy 

problems due to the variability of feed rates, 

positional variance caused by machine 

backlash, and grab caused by climb cutting 

(Olexa, 2001, pg. 6, 7). 5  Parsons and Stulen 

soon realized that technical assistance was 

 5 Backlash is the gap between the male lead 

screw and female nut that causes motion in a milling 

machine. 

 Climb-Cutting is when a milling cutter starts 

at the thickest part of the chip and moves into the 

thinnest part of the chip, this motion causes a reaction 

force that moves the cutter towards the direction of 

cut uncontrollably.   

Figure 4 Stamped metal assembly joined by rivets (Photo 

courtesy of DailyMail.com) 
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needed, and a meeting was arranged with 

MIT’s Servo Mechanism Laboratory to 

address their concerns.  According to J.O. 

McDonough, lead engineer for MIT’s Servo 

Mechanisms Laboratory, shortly after 

employing the assistance of MIT as a 

subcontractor the Parsons Corporation 

‘terminated’ its contract: 

 In February 1951, when construction 

 of the system was approximately 30 

 percent complete, the Parsons 

 Corporation terminated its 

 sponsorship of the program and the 

 Air Military Command of the U.S. 

 Air Forces assumed direct financial 

 responsibility (McDonough, 1956, 

 pg. A-1).  

This statement is somewhat misleading; the 

Parsons Corporation did not ‘terminate’ its 

contract rather, their contract was not 

renewed (Llach, 2015, pg. 9).  Alternatively, 

Parsons recounts “I never dreamed that 

anybody as reputable as MIT would 

deliberately go ahead and take over my 

project” (Olexa, 2001, pg. 10).  This 

                                                           
 6 “A numerically controlled machine tool is 

one to which have been added servomechanisms and 

electronic control circuitry which enable the tool to 

respond to numerically coded instructions on some 

suitable control medium, such as punched tape. The 

electrical circuitry at the tool may respond directly to 

numerical data, or alternatively a remote machine 

tool "director" may be used to convert numerical data 

revelation did not deter Parsons, who had 

received patents pertaining to NC, which 

guaranteed his involvement with the 

Numerically Controlled Milling Machine 

Project.  While the exact reason for the 

Parsons Corporations departure can only be 

conjectured, their earlier decision to include 

MIT helped form the basis of the later 

success of the NCMM program.   

The Fence Post Alternatively: The Ivory 

Tower 

 In March 1952 MIT’s servo 

mechanism laboratory demonstrated the first 

fully functional “numerically controlled 

machine tool” (Ward, 1960, pg. 2).6  The 

complexity of the NCMM system proved to 

be a formidable hurdle that included the 

advent of new technology and the new 

application of existing technology to 

overcome unforeseen difficulties 

encountered with the earlier Parson-Snyder 

attempt.  In 1953, once the comprehensive 

list of design issues had been addressed, the 

Servomechanisms laboratory, with the 

approval of the Air Military Command, or 

to continuous analog signals which are recorded on 

magnetic tape for actual control of machining 

operations by simple analog playback equipment. In 

either case, the preparation of the numerical 

instructions which specify the machine motions 

required to produce a particular part is called 

programming the machine tool, or part 

programming” (Ward, 1960, pg. 2). 
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AMC, sought to privatize its efforts by 

contracting an industrial prototype 

through the Giddings and Lewis 

Machine Tool Company of Fund du Lac, 

Wisconsin (McDonough, 1956, pg. A-

2).  The industrial prototype’s “design 

avoids many of the serious shortcomings 

which had been evident in the Air Forces 

experimental machine during the 

evaluation program” (McDonough, 

1956, pg. A-2).  The ‘short comings’ 

included: accuracy issues that needed to 

be better addressed by anti-backlash devices 

and servomechanisms, material finish issues 

or ‘chatter’ that was caused by harmonic 

resonance, and overload switches that were 

needed in order to turn the machine off 

should a catastrophic failure occur (Ward, 

1960, pg. A-16).  Once this comprehensive 

list of issues had been sufficiently addressed 

the AMC shifted its focus from the NCMM 

project to an automatic programming 

language “because of the industrial interest 

then apparent and of the manifest ability of 

industry to carry on these phases of activity 

without Air Force aid” (McDonough, 1956, 

pg. A-2).  MIT’s ability to competently 

complete the NCMM project and relay its 

findings to industry made it the natural 

choice for the AMC with regard to an 

automatic programming language.   

The Acorn  

 Doug T. Ross was simply referred to 

at MIT as “Doug Ross everywhere” (MIT, 

2000, Web).    In 1951, Ross earned a BS 

Cum Laude in Mathematics from Oberlin 

College and in 1954 received a Master’s 

degree in electrical engineering at MIT 

(MIT, 2000, Web).  Ross was unable to 

complete his PHD in “pure mathematics” 

due to his obligations “as Head of MIT’s 

Computer Applications Group” (MIT, 2000, 

Web).  In 1952, Ross began working on 

MIT’s Whirlwind computer primarily on 

military initiatives that included “interactive 

man-machine problem solving” (Ross, 1958, 

Figure 5 MIT NCMM making ashtrays (Photo courtesy of 

TODAYS MACHINING WORLD) 
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pg. 5).7  Ross is further credited with the 

concept and the coining of the phrase CAD 

or computer aided design and is also 

associated with the development of the first 

computer keyboard (MIT, 2000, Web, Ross, 

1978, pg. 5).  Ross eventually founded 

SofTech in 1969, but never stopped assisting 

MIT.  Ross also received several awards 

from associations such as the Numerical 

Control Society and Society of 

Manufacturing Engineers.  In 1956 Ross’s 

record of excellence allowed him to take 

charge of MIT’s newly formed Computer 

Applications Group after the successful 

demonstration of an “automatic 

programming language” on MIT’s 

Whirlwind computer (Ross Automatic 

Programming pg. 4).  The “automatic 

programming language” was originally 

designed and demonstrated in 1955 by MIT 

graduate student Arnold Siegel (Ross 

Automatic Programming pg. 4).  This 

demonstration met the final requirements set 

forth by the AMC under the original 

contract (Ross, 1958, pg. 4).  The early 

Siegel approach had showed the viability of 

numeric control and a new contract was 

                                                           
 7 The Whirlwind computer is a computer 

developed by MIT for the military and represents the 

first step away from mechanical computers to 

electronic computers   

proposed by MIT to further develop an 

“automatic language” for the NCMM (Ross, 

1978, pg. 66).  The AMC accepted MIT’s 

proposal and in June of 1956 MIT’s 

Computer Applications Group, under the 

direction of Ross, received a contract to 

“inaugurate a new program in numerical 

control” (Ross, 1978, pg. 66).  The new 

contracts parameters specified “automatic 

programming for three dimensional parts 

[that are] to be produced by 3- and 5-axis 

machine[s]” (Ross, 1978, pg. 66).  The 

implementation of the Mnemonic language 

that Siegel used in his earlier attempt to 

programmatically control the NCMM 

formed the basis of the newly conceived 

APT computer language (Brown, 1963, pg. 

649, Ross 1958, pg. 4, 11).  APT referred 

primarily to a programming philosophy 

devised by Ross that used English like terms 

in a semantic form to programmatically 

communicate motion through a director8 to 

the NCMM (Ross, 1978, pg. 64, 68).  APT 

in effect was meant to democratize the 

NCMM by making it more accessible to 

those persons with limited amounts of 

computer skills so that they could readily 

 8 Director refers to a piece of hardware that 

acts as a medium of communication from current 

available computers to the NCMM. Siegel’s earlier 

attempt failed because it was only viable on MIT’s 

Whirlwind computer.  
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program machine tools.  J.E. Ward, acting 

project engineer for the Computer 

Applications Group elaborates: 

 Computer programmers have learned 

 how to greatly reduce the difficulty 

 of computer use by developing 

 automatic programming techniques 

 which remove the computer user 

 from direct contact with the detailed 

 machine code and permit him to 

 work with broader and more 

 meaningful statements and 

 instructions. This is done by writing 

 a very sophisticated program for the 

 computer which has the ability to 

 interpret statements about a ‘class of 

 problems’ made in a mnemonic 

 "language" different from the 

 machine code, check  the statements 

 for errors or inconsistencies, and then 

 perform the required functions 

 (Ward, 1960, pg. 3).  

Building on the previous Siegel approach 

and the FORTRAN system, APT was a 

logical and meaningful step with the 

relatively simple yet brilliant idea of 

                                                           
 9 FORTRAN or Formula Translation is 

designed to solve equations stated to it in almost the 

normal mathematical form, thus making it possible 

for people unfamiliar with computer coding to solve 

problems and permit him to work with broader and 

more meaningful statements”(Ward, 1960, pg. 3). 

“English like terms” as the main motivating 

factor behind its philosophy.9  

Misjudged  

 The APT concept first demonstrated 

by MIT in 1955 created the basis for the 

“systemized solution” philosophy that would 

be the goal of the computer programming 

issue, however, the philosophy of APT was 

the only aspect of the language that had been 

completed.  The relatively simple idea of 

“English-like” terms had already begun with 

the Siegel approach, but was still years away 

from completion, meanwhile pressure was 

building (Ross, 1958, pg. 33, Ross, 1978, 

pg. 62, 72, 78).  Early in 1957 the AMC, in 

an effort to push the new NCMM 

technology, purchased thirty million dollars’ 

worth of numerically controlled machine 

tools (Ross, 1958, pg. 2, Fowler, 1963, pg. 

63). 10  This costly government acquisition 

of NCMM’s was made without having a 

standard programming language in place.  

During this juncture the NC portion of the 

NCMM was a euphemism.  By mid-1957 

many of the larger aerospace manufacturers, 

including Boeing and Hughes, had or were 

 10 About 260 Million of 2016 dollars 

(Inflation, 2016, Web) 
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in the process of receiving a government 

issued NCMM (Ross, 1978, pg. 63).  With 

these new acquisitions came the realization 

that simple organic motions such as arcs 

required programmers to circular interpolate 

the moves.11  For instance, in order to 

simulate an arc move it was necessary to 

break up, or “interpolate” the movements 

around a given periphery into many, many 

straight line moves that had to meet the 

finish and tolerance requirements set forth 

by the blueprint and then had to be plotted 

by hand and programmed (please see Fig. 1 

& 2) (Brown, 1963, pg. 649)!  This process 

was tedious and could easily take a 

programmer a week or more to “write” an 

otherwise simple code.  Ward and Ross 

                                                           
 11 Interpolate refers to the vectorization of 

arc into many straight line moves  

highlighted this issue in the final report 

dated January 15, 1960: 

 The preparation of part programs by 

 manual methods is an extremely 

 tedious process, since the end points 

 of perhaps thousands of straight line 

 (or in some cases parabolic) cuts 

 must be calculated on the basis of the 

 desired tolerance and finish for the 

 part. This process, if done manually, 

 is so complicated, time consuming, 

 and subject to errors that numerical 

 control would hardly be feasible 

 (Ward, 1960, pg. 3).  

This shortfall called into question the 

‘feasibility’ of NCMM’s with regard to 

‘short runs’ of parts.12  Also the lack of a 

universally cohesive programming language, 

coupled with the thirty-million-dollar 

acquisition of automatic machine tools 

created a tremendous amount of pressure on 

the Computer Applications Group who had 

grossly underestimated the task at hand.  

However, the lack of adequate resources at 

MIT to properly deal with the issues arising 

from APT forced the language in an 

unexpected, yet, beneficial direction.   

 12 ‘Short Run’ refers to lower production 

quantities of parts  

X 

Figure 6 shows the ‘Appearance’ of an arc 

that is actually made up of many straight lines 

(Photo provided by author) 

Y 
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 The solution to the part 

 programming problem is to use 

 digital computers to assist the human 

 part programmer in developing the 

 required numerical data. This was 

 first done by writing computer sub-

 routines which could calculate the 

 required straight line approximations 

 to common curves, such as circles 

 and parabolas (Ward, 1960, pg. 3). 

This statement principally called for a 

“Systemized Solution” that looked at similar 

problems such as arcs and attempted to 

solve for every instance of an arc that might 

appear (Ross, 1959, pg. I-8).  This 

philosophy also led to the implementation of 

sub-routines which were blocks of 

instructions within a separate specialized 

code that came in the form of punch cards or 

magnetic tape.  In essence, sub-routines 

worked in the background and would allow 

the programmer to call up certain instated 

codes (sub-routines) using a specific 

keyword command.  Sub-

routines were not a new idea, 

but their use had never been 

applied to NC-programs in 

order to cause motion.   

NCMM-704-AIA Cabal 

 In January 1957 while this 

new method of programming was in its 

infancy, Ross and several members of his 

MIT team, at the behest of the AMC, 

attended a meeting being held by the 

“Numerical Control Panel [NCP] of the 

Aircraft Manufacturing Equipment 

committee for the Aerospace Industries” 

(Ward, 1960, pg. 37). The NCP’s directives 

included the study of the effects of Numeric 

Control on the aerospace industry, its 

financial impact, and possible 

standardization of the methodologies in the 

field of NC (Ward, 1960, pg. 37).  During 

this meeting the members of MIT sparked 

considerable interest among the NCP 

committee members and were asked to give 

a brief summary of their progress (Ward, 

1960, pg. 37).  It is at this juncture that the 

APT philosophy was made known to 

members of the aerospace industry.  In 

essence, prior to this meeting, every 

company that owned or was in the process 

of receiving an NCMM did not share their 

Figure 7 shows the “Interpolated” arc move that is made up of straight 

lines, and the ideal arc just below it.  (Photo provided by author)  
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programming methodologies or have a 

standardized programming language in 

place.  In April of the same year another 

meeting was held by the NCP to discover 

which programming strategies showed the 

most viability and MIT’s approach was 

found to be “the most promising” (Ward, 

1960, pg. 37).  Just one month later a 14 

member trade association known as the 

Aircraft Industries Association or AIA 

attended a weeklong kick off meeting that 

was hosted by MIT and it was decided that 

MIT would be placed in charge of the “APT 

Joint Effort” (Fowler, 1963, pg. 63).   

 The AIA[s] decision to form the 

 APT Joint Effort…began with a kick 

 off meeting at MIT the week of May 

 20, 1957 ' which launched the 

 world's first major cooperative 

 programming venture, combining 

 government, university, and industry, 

 with the Air Force sponsoring MIT 

 leadership of a 14 company team 

 effort (Fowler, 1963, pg. 63). 

“The world’s first major cooperative 

programming venture, combining 

government, university, and industry” was a 

colloquialism for the Military-Industrial-

Academic complex.  With the government 

giving its full backing to MIT the large 

aerospace companies had little desire, 

financial or otherwise, to strike out on their 

own.  The direct intervention by the military 

finalized the groundwork for the second 

manufacturing revolution.  Membership in 

this new cabal required the participants to be 

part of the AIA and have both an NCMM 

and an IBM 704 computer. Ross quickly 

capitalized on his new position by stating 

that he was in charge of a “semi-democracy 

procedure” with the participants receiving 

the coordinated collective efforts of all 

parties involved (Ross, 1978, pg.76).  The 

sharing of work was an easy financial sell. 

Furthermore, the goals of the APT Joint 

Effort were outlined as follows:  

 Each aircraft plant assigned Air 

 Force numerically controlled 

 machine tools, and planning to 

 perform data processing on the IBM 

 704 computer should take at least 

 one of the parts of the system and 

 solve that as part of the contribution 

 to the [APT] joint effort. In return, 

 all companies would receive the 

 results of the total joint effort (Ward, 

 1960, pg. 38). 

The main goals of the cabal were as follows: 

to identify errors within the APT computer 

code, to explicate methodologies by which 
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certain elusive moves such as 3-D space 

curves could be made, and to compile a list 

of subroutines that would then be collected 

by MIT and later redistributed after analysis 

and agreement (Ward, 1960, pg.39).  Soon 

meetings were arranged and selected 

individuals were sent to represent their 

companies.  During these meetings, the 

collective intelligences of the most 

experienced APT programmers and 

manufacturers came to bear on the issues 

related to APT programming.  The man 

hours spent on this project were staggering, 

with one estimate placing the collective time 

spent in a 42-month period at 22 man years 

(Ward, 1960, pg. 5)! In one fell swoop MIT 

had solved their manpower issues and 

amassed an army of aerospace colossi.13  

This proposal now placed MIT at the helm 

of a massive effort that in effect retained 

over 14 substantial companies to act as their 

agents by collecting data and reporting their 

                                                           
 13 Aeroproducts Division of General Motors 

Corp., Boeing Airplane Co., Bridgeport-Lycoming 

Division of Avco, The Bullard Co., Bridgeport, The 

Carborundum Co, Convair Division of General 

Dynamics, Curtiss Wright Corp., Designers for 

Industry, Douglas Aircraft Inc., E.I. DuPont De 

Nemours & Co. Inc., Ferranti Ltd. Edinburgh. 

Scotland, General Riveters Inc., Giddings and Lewis 

Machine Tool Co., Kaiser Metal Products, Arthur D. 

Little Co., Lockheed Aircraft Corp., The Glenn L. 

Martin Co., North American Aviation Inc., Norton 

Co., Oerlikon Tool and Arms Co., Stanford Research 

Institute, Thompson Products Inc., and Ultrasonic 

Corp.   (Ward, 1960, pg. A-11,A-12) 

results to them.  By choosing MIT to head 

the APT joint effort, the military had created 

a unifying force that fostered cooperation 

and was not perceived as a threat by the 

Aerospace giants.  

Conclusion 

 Throughout the history of 

manufacturing the common ‘technical’ 

thread has been the use of the Cartesian 

coordinate system.  Its evidences, not fully 

understood at first, were slowly integrated 

into the lesser forms of automation that 

reached their zenith in the 1940’s, 

prompting a need for the computer numeric 

control (CNC) of the Parsons-Snyder Card-

a-matic Milling Machine.  The second 

manufacturing revolution, at this juncture in 

time, necessitated direct government 

intervention; similarly, the government 

would not have been involved except for the 

impetus of the Cold War.  The contributions 

of academia became an essential component 
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whose influence acted as a proxy for the 

military by carrying out the letter and spirit 

of its contractual agreements.  Because of 

the “Manifest ability” of manufacturing to 

use the research produced by academia, a 

cabal was established in 1957 between the 

Military, Industry, and MIT (Fowler, 1963, 

pg. 63, McDonough, 1956, pg. A-2).  The 

sheer magnitude of this undertaking, in 

terms of the over 22 man years worked and 

over 30 million dollars spent, developing 

both the NCMM and the APT language, 

made it impossible for it to be otherwise 

(Ward, 1960, pg. 5, Ross, 1958, pg.2, 

Fowler, 1963, pg. 63).  Due to the entangled 

nature of the NCMM project a fuller 

historical account of the events leading up to 

and precipitated by it became necessary.  

Looking back Ross said:  

 There is no way to separate the 

 origins of the APT language from the 

 origins of numerical control itself, 

 and of the community of users of 

 numerical control. More so than for 

 any other historic language, APT 

 requires a complete consideration of 

 every aspect of relevance to 

 language design (Ross, 1978, pg.64). 

“Doug Ross everywhere” was able to see the 

‘common thread’ that forced the language 

into specific directions (MIT, 2000, Web).  

Likewise looking forward, the NCMM, now 

referred to as the CNC Mill, and the 

computer numeric control of the Cartesian 

coordinate system are still the standards 

employed by industry today.  However, APT 

language is no longer the benchmark for 

computer programming; CAD or computer 

aided design, another methodology devised 

by Ross, has taken up the mantle.  Numeric 

Control of the Cartesian coordinate system 

is now associated with the current trend in 

the production of goods, namely additive 

manufacturing also referred to as 3-D 

printing.  The abilities of 3-D printing 

necessarily remove “the part programmer” 

from the equation of manufactured goods by 

allowing designers a more direct interface 

with finished products consequently 

Figure 8 Showing the Cartesian coordinate system on a 3-D 

printer (photo courtesy of CNC COOK BOOK) 
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fostering a closer “man-machine” unity 

(Ross, 1958, pg. 5).  It is my belief that the 

influence of additive manufacturing will 

grow substantially over the next two decades 

thus severely lessening the impact of the 

NCMM and necessarily bringing about a 

paradigm shift in the way things are made.  

These changes now allow persons, such as 

home inventors, small businesses, and 

private individuals’ access to readily printed 

products.  These printed products have a 

variety of uses, and likewise can produce a 

variety of parts that range from simple toys 

to working 3-D ‘metal’ printed jet engines.  

However, the complexities of ‘machine 

tools’ blur the lines of what is considered the 

offspring of the NCMM, such as 

numerically controlled robot arms, 3-D 

scanners, and LASER cutters, and what is 

considered the offspring of additive 

manufacturing.  
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Surviving the Erosion of Print and News in the Digital Age 

By Jessica Pasco Nielsen 

In this paper, I argue that while print journalism is declining, there will always be a need for quality 

journalism to maintain democracy, and it will survive the attack on traditional journalism that has come 

through social media and fake news. I argue that as the social climate changes, so too must traditional 

journalism adapt to the modern internet age. I research how the reader has changed, how news has changed, 

and the effect of the internet on news and on democracy in the United States. 

 

odern day United 

States. The bustling 

days of the newsroom 

is becoming a thing of the past. The image 

of the head of the household sitting at the 

kitchen table reading the paper while the 

scent of coffee and bacon linger no longer 

symbolizes the American morning. In the 

United States, along with many other 

countries, the Internet revolutionized the 

practice of print journalism but now is a 

source of its decline. A degree in journalism 

is becoming less marketable and the type of 

news being reported has shrunk in quality 

and content. The availability of free online 

news, along with the success of the blogger, 

have contributed to making the career path 

for print journalists increasingly 

challenging. These phenomena are also 

changing the ways in which news is 

reported, what type of news is reported, its 

content and who, how and what the 

consumer reads.  

 The Internet is not solely to blame 

for the decline in print journalism or the 

success of the blogger and free news. There 

are also social aspects at play, namely the 

lack of trust people have in traditional news 

institutions, the desire for instant 

information and the unconditional embrace 

of technology. Both the Internet and society 

are working hand in hand, guiding each 

other to ensure the success of online news 

and blogging; while newspaper companies 

are being bought out and journalists are 

losing their jobs. In the end, however, I will 

argue that the practice of journalism must 

continue to flourish because people will 

always need quality journalism to maintain 

democracy. 

 

 

 M 
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Media and Democracy 

 While the Internet has helped to 

change the interactive environment in the 

United States, there are many other forms of 

media that make up the social landscape. 

According to the book, American Politics 

and Society, while most television and radio 

stations are locally based, they are also 

affiliated with one of three major 

broadcasting networks (McKay 2009; 139). 

While many radio stations are privately 

funded, which causes its own problems as 

far of the type of news reported because of 

special interests, there is a monopoly on 

television news. Most newspapers are 

locally produced and provide both local and 

national stories. “As with television, 

ownership is increasingly concentrated in a 

few hands. Indeed, it is often the same 

companies that own television and other 

media, such as corporate giants Viacom, 

AOL/Time Warner and News International” 

(McKay 2009; 139). The fact that corporate 

giants own many traditional news outlets 

makes people wary of such news being 

reported and less trusting of the traditional 

newspaper structure, which is pushing 

consumers to prefer non-traditional news 

like online blogs. People are seemingly 

moving away from news that is fact-

checked, attributed and traditionally 

delivered, to the other extreme such as blogs 

and other articles posted via social media 

that rely on opinions and unverified 

observations. Many consumers have so 

much distrust in major news companies that 

they are willing to believe sites and blogs 

that are not subject to verification of their 

authenticity, accuracy, or truth. 

 McKay explains that most television 

networks, “strive to achieve impartiality” 

while local stations, “tend to reflect the 

biases and prejudices of local communities” 

(139). People have always been polarized 

and untrusting of “the other side,” but the 

age of Internet and social media amplifies 

this polarization as people not only seek 

news that reinforce their views, but also 

share that news among their friends through 

social networking sites. This incites 

frustration among community members 

because extreme views often conflict with 

their own, and this negatively affects their 

relationships. According to data collected 

for his book, McKay explains, “more 

Americans have access to the internet than 

do the citizens of any other country. . . the 

medium is used most by Americans” (142).  

News and the Internet 

The Internet along with the computer 

have played a crucial role in how reporting 
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is conducted and what is available. The 

Internet has impacted the economics of 

newsrooms: simply put, the Internet 

advertising amounts to just one-tenth of the 

revenue generated by print ads. Modern 

society has the Internet to thank for the 

availability and quality of information, but 

has the glut of information gone too far? Is 

the amount of news availability affecting the 

quality of the news and is the public 

informed? Are readers being driven to 

sensational stories rather than traditional 

civic education?  Will this phenomenon 

shape the future as it changes the reader, the 

news, and the consumer who reads it? 

 While many people do not fact check 

or question what they read, the majority of 

society understands that quality journalism 

is necessary for our democracy. Journalist 

Ken Doctor writes, “Even as the public 

acknowledges the need for more trustworthy 

reporting, newsrooms are being decimated” 

(Doctor, 2016). This is undeniable: 

newsrooms have shrunk across the country 

as the advertising revenue supporting them 

has too. As Doctor notes in an analysis for 

Politico.com, “Newsroom employment at 

the nation’s 1,375 dailies could fall below 

28,000, less than half of its high point in 

1990. Further, current federal Bureau of 

Labor Statistics data projects continuing 

slides as long as the forecasting eye can see. 

Through 2024, newspaper reporter positions 

are projected to decline by 28% and editor 

jobs by 34%, from their 2014 level” 

(Doctor, 2016). 

The election has been only a 

temporary distraction from the 

freefall of print advertising, which 

sped up further in the recently 

reported third quarter, and the likely 

prospect is for continued declines 

going forward. Those awful numbers 

– ranging from 11% for Tronc to 15% 

for Gannett to 18% for The New York 

Times – signal the accelerating 

decline of the newspaper-based 

business (Doctor 2016). 

There was another disturbing trend that 

evolved during the most recent election: The 

rise of “fake news.” According to Camila 

Domonoske, writing for National Public 

Radio, “Stanford researchers assessed 

students from middle school to college and 

found they struggled to distinguish ads from 

articles, neutral sources from biased ones 

and fake accounts from real ones.” This was 

particularly prevalent because “news” was 

being consumed across social media 

platforms that were unconnected to their 

media sources. Domonoske described the 
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Stanford researchers’ findings as 

"dismaying," "bleak" and "[a] threat to 

democracy" (Domonoske, 2016). 

 The classic image of a busy 

newsroom with papers everywhere and 

journalists furiously working to make their 

deadlines may be declining along with those 

specific journalism jobs; but as times and 

the social climate change, the need for 

journalists will continue. The apparent 

decline in newspaper-based business is 

troublesome, but with the advent of “fake” 

news and unreliable sources, mainstream 

media outlets known for their integrity and 

reliability are essential now more than ever 

to distinguish journalism from fiction. 

Jean Pasco spent 28 years as a 

reporter for the Prescott (Az.) Courier, the 

San Clemente Sun-Post, the Orange County 

Register and the Los Angeles Times in a 

career spanning 1978 to 2006. When she 

joined the staff of the Register in 1983, she 

said there were 17 daily and weekly 

newspapers covering Orange County. 

Today, you can count them on one hand. In 

another telling sign of changes in the 

industry, the Orange County Register was 

purchased out of bankruptcy this year by 

Digital First Media; the Los Angeles Times 

is now owned by the former Tribune 

Company, which this year rebranded itself 

simply as “tronc” for Tribune Online 

Content. Even the new names predict the 

future. 

At an Orange County Press Club 

dinner in 2006, Russ Stanton, then-editor of 

the Los Angeles Times, predicted that the 

Times would be delivered solely over the 

Internet by 2016, according to Pasco. The 

reason? Internet advertising revenue 

accounted for only 10% of the total revenue 

generated by print advertising—a ratio that 

continues today, according to the Pew 

Research Center. In terms of the bustling 

newsroom, revenues that sustained an 850-

person newsroom at that time would pay the 

salaries of only 150 people if fueled solely 

by internet advertising (Stanton qtd. by 

Pasco). While that was the prediction, 

newspapers are still being delivered as of 

November 2016. 

 The Los Angeles Times is still 

delivered to doorsteps in 2016. Pasco 

explained, “This is a testament to an ever-

aging population of print readers who refuse 

to surrender their ink-stained fingers” (Pasco 

2016). Regardless of the decline in print 

newspaper distribution, there will always be 

people reading print news. Dennis Foley is 

the former editor of government and politics 
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for the Orange County Register; he was with 

the Register for 26 years and was laid off in 

January of 2014, because his job was 

eliminated during a massive downsizing. His 

termination has not rattled his faith in the 

future of journalism; he now teaches at 

Chapman University and continues to 

believe in journalism’s potential. When 

asked if he thinks there will be a future for 

the print newspaper, he replied, “yes, I just 

think it’s going to be a smaller piece of the 

overall communications and media because 

people have shown they prefer to get their 

news some other way” (Foley 2016). 

According to a survey of 35 people ages 

ranging from 20 to 60, only five of them 

read the print news. While many more 

people still read electronically published 

news, many did not read the news at all; 

rather, they watch it on television, listen to it 

on the radio, or receive it through social 

media outlets such as Facebook and Twitter.  

 Foley explains, “Mainstream 

newspapers have limited resources because 

of the giant loss of the number of reporters 

covering the news and the loss of 

investigative power and accountability 

journalism” (Foley). Newspaper companies 

have a fact checking process that bloggers 

do not have and while they are partial in 

many ways, they at least attempt to be 

impartial and paint a more complete picture 

of the issue at hand. The blogger oftentimes 

does not fact check and presents a polarized 

opinion that people believe at face value. 

The Blogger 

 Has the blogger replaced the 

journalist? According to the Pew Research 

Center, about 38% of people in the United 

States get their news online, whereas only a 

mere 20% get theirs from a traditional 

newspaper (Mitchell 2016). While the 

leading source for people to get their news is 

shared content on Facebook and on 

television, it is important to examine the role 

of the blogger in regard to what and how 

people read the news. To many news 

consumers, the blogger has replaced 

journalists who are trained in the concepts of 

confirmation, attribution, and balanced 

content. It is no secret that bloggers write 

subjectively and offer opinions that may or 

may not have any factual origins. More 

people are relying on blogs to get their news 

information, which is widening the gap in 

the political spectrum and leaving the 

readers with often false information. 

 Is the news that people read in blogs 

reliable? According to Paul Andrews, “If 

journalism is the imparting of verifiable 

facts to a general audience through a mass 
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medium, then most blogs fall well short of 

meeting the standard” (Andrews 2003: 63). 

It is safe to assume in general that many 

blogs that people read and take seriously as 

news are not in fact journalism. Some 

journalists also have weblogs, but most of 

the time blogs come from people who are 

not journalists because they do not employ 

the standards of the craft. Even though 

journalists do not usually act as bloggers, it 

is not always a negative thing to get news 

from a blogger. Andrews points out that 

when the terrorist attacks from 9/11 

occurred in New York, many of the 

eyewitness news came first from blogs 

(Andrews 2003). While on a case-to-case 

basis blogs can be helpful, blogging as a 

whole does not provide quality sources for 

reliable news nor does it provide the context 

that readers need to make the most informed 

decisions.  

 The question remains how is 

blogging along with the Internet affecting 

news businesses and the people behind 

them? According to James R. Compton and 

Paul Benedetti, “In the United States, 23,000 

newspaper jobs were lost between 2007 and 

2009.” (Compton 2010). There is no 

denying that print news is declining, but it 

will not disappear altogether at the hands of 

bloggers and citizen observers. It is 

important to consider that there are many 

classically trained journalists who blog. The 

Register has laid off many of its long-time 

employees, including editors and reporters 

alike. For others who were not laid off, they 

were forced to cut their hours and take 

unpaid leave. Former journalist Alyssa 

Duranty, who only had a short four-year 

career with the Register after completing her 

degree in journalism at Chapman University, 

is one of the people affected by the decline 

of print journalism. She is now in charge of 

blogging and online content for Public 

Storage. 

During an interview with Alyssa 

about her time as a journalist she explained, 

“In my first year as a full time professional 

journalist, The Register had the largest 

layoff ever. More than 100 people gone, 

many of them my friends. I cried a bit and 

one of the veterans called it ‘cute.’ You 

could imagine how offended I was. But she 

explained that I better get used to it. ‘It’s not 

the first, and it won’t be the last.’ And she 

was right. I was there for nearly four years 

and made it through four layoffs. Maybe 

more. I lost count” (Duranty 2016). Alyssa 

was lucky enough to survive the fear of 

losing what she saw as her calling in life, a 

career as a journalist. She made it through 

the layoffs but eventually left to work for a 
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PR firm because the pressure of a career that 

was teetering on the brink of extinction was 

too overwhelming. 

She also explained in the interview, 

“They warn you in journalism school, 

during your internship and in your first years 

in a newsroom full time. You know what 

you’re getting yourself into—the looming 

fear of layoffs and unemployment—when 

you sign up for that job. But it’s a noble 

profession. You’re out to save the world. 

Unfortunately, a lot of the world doesn’t 

seem to care anymore. At least not enough 

to pay for it” (Duranty 2016). Alyssa is an 

example of a journalist who was pushed out 

of her calling. Many journalists have tried to 

adapt not by leaving the profession but by 

joining the parade—by becoming bloggers 

themselves. But the traditional structure of 

even online news sites makes continuous 

blogging difficult to find and the layers of 

review for posts slows the process. 

Journalists have found more success by 

tweeting than by blogging, particularly 

during events as they unfold. 

The Impact of Social Media on the 

Societal Landscape 

 Twitter, among other social media, 

has enormously impacted the way people 

read news. Social media have also affected 

politics by changing the social fabric of 

modern day United States. People prefer to 

get soundbite news, which fits with Twitter. 

While credible journalists increasingly use 

Twitter to reach the masses, so too are 

politicians to craft their personas. For 

example, Donald Trump used constant 

tweets to engage and motivate his followers. 

It did not matter whether what he claimed 

was true—because he said it, people 

believed it. His campaign also passed along 

information it pulled from the Internet 

without verification. 

 Caitlyn Dewey of the Washington 

Post recently published an article in which 

she addressed the issue of fake news on 

Facebook and its effect on the presidential 

election of 2016. She interviewed Paul 

Horner, “a 38-year-old impresario of a 

Facebook fake news empire” (Dewey 2016). 

Paul Horner made a living out of creating 

hoaxes and spreading them on social media. 

Links to his admittedly false articles were 

tweeted by both Trumps’ former campaign 

manager and his son. Horner’s articles can 

even be found in the “news” section of 

Google. One example of his hoaxes that was 

originally published on Google was, “The 

Amish in America Commit Their Vote to 

Donald Trump; Guaranteeing Him a 

Presidential Victory” (Dewey 2016). Horner 
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later expressed his dismay that the fakery 

that he wrote as satire was taken seriously 

and contributed toward the win for Donald 

Trump. When asked about the difference 

between falsifying news even from five 

years ago to now, he replied, “Honestly, 

people are definitely dumber. They just keep 

passing stuff around. Nobody fact-checks 

anymore—I mean, that’s how Trump got 

elected” (Dewey 2016). He continued to 

explain of Trump, “he just said whatever he 

wanted, and people believed everything, and 

when the things he said turned out not to be 

true, people didn’t care because they’d 

already accepted it” (Dewey 2016).  

 Horner admits, “My sites were 

picked up by Trump supporters all the time. 

I think Trump is in the White House because 

of me. His followers don’t fact-check 

anything—they’ll post everything, believe 

anything” (Horner qtd. by Dewey 2016). 

While Twitter and Facebook have decided to 

filter out posts from fake news sites when 

possible, the damage is done. Should sites 

like Facebook be able to censor the news? It 

is surely a difficult issue. 

 The current election has been 

centered on Twitter and other social media 

and has aided in polarizing both sides of the 

political spectrum. According to Pasco, 

social media reduced commentary on the 

campaign and the candidate’s positions to 

little more than bumper-sticker slogans; as if 

the entire campaign commentary was 

confined only to salacious headlines. On the 

opposite end of the spectrum, the value in 

the emotional appeal of social media is to 

engage people in ways far greater than they 

would have been when reading an isolated 

story without the pressure from others. For 

example, the rallying cries of activists in 

South Dakota protesting the Access Pipeline 

has a far more potent impact to stir debate 

than a series of stories about the controversy 

in isolated morning papers. While a single 

publication may have a readership of a 

hundred thousand subscribers, a social 

media post gone viral has the ability to reach 

millions. 

The News and the Reader 

 The reader has also changed as a 

consequence of the availability of free news. 

The lack of demand for quality news that the 

reader pays for has led to the decline of the 

newspaper itself. In the past, consumers 

sought out their news from specific sources 

to which they subscribed. Now news is 

everywhere and delivered in every way 

possible. Is it enough for the reader to have 

amateur accounts of specific events, or do 
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they require more context? Do they require a 

more complete picture of events and the 

effects they have on society as a whole? 

Today’s world is filled with social media 

and the quick fixes of connectivity it 

provides. Younger generations have grown 

up in the age of the iPhone and generally 

seek information that is quick, easily 

available, and brief. They generally do not 

sit down at the kitchen table and pull out a 

newspaper they had to pay for, let alone one 

that provides a treatise instead of a tweet. 

There is an increasing desire for free 

information, which fuels the conclusion that 

the Internet is there with an abundance of 

information from multiple points of view for 

free.  

 It seems as though blogging and 

opinion generated via social media has 

helped shape the most important decisions 

of our time, including the 2016 election. 

Foley explains, “There has been a general 

decline of trust in institutions: in 

government, in the education system, and 

mass media” (Foley). As seen in the 2016 

election, there are social factors that are also 

responsible for the decline of traditional 

news. “The lack of trust is much more 

evident now with the megaphone of the 

internet and trolling of various issues and 

sites driving out compassionate or 

compromised discussion and civil 

consideration of issues and solutions in 

favor of people who just get in there and stir 

up things and insult people” (Foley 2016). 

The contemporary social issues of the 

polarization of opinion are both guiding and 

guided by the Internet. 

 When people have an abundance of 

news from multiple free biased sources, they 

tend to gravitate toward news that aligns 

with their opinions. According to Foley, 

“Part of it is the choices the individual 

readers make. There are studies that say 

people are choosing more and more to only 

go to sites that confirm what they already 

believe, that they are less willing to consider 

other opinions and viewpoints. . . Surveys 

also show trust in the mainstream media to 

be impartial” (Foley 2016). There is a social 

issue, as seen in the 2016 election, of 

polarized opinions and severe distrust in 

traditional media. When there are no 

journalists and editors to fact check 

information and create a seemingly bigger 

picture, people’s opinions become even 

more polarized and even less informed as 

their view narrows. What does this mean for 

the political process and democracy itself? 

Foley argues,  
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The ability for people to be their own 

publisher through the internet and to 

participate there is positives of 

engagement and negatives. People 

who are pushing a point of view have 

gotten many more powerful channels 

and ways to do that. Over the last 50 

years there has been an effort to 

destabilize and persuade large groups 

of people that the media can’t be 

trusted at all. . . which leads to 

paralysis because nobody will step 

across and try to negotiate to make 

progress. It drives people away from 

wanting to participate in political 

activity. . . those are all unhealthy 

things for democracy and certainly 

the press is part of it (Foley). 

When readers are not exposed to opposing 

views, their opinions and ideologies are 

incompletely formed, which changes the 

reader and on a larger scale; the civic 

population. Generally, in regards to politics, 

readers seek out information that confirm 

their own views and consequently are less 

demanding about how accurate or complete 

the picture is. The blogger prospers in this 

situation because he/she is not required to 

write from multiple perspectives and 

competing beliefs, and the readers divide 

themselves from each other even more. The 

results of this election have made educated 

readers crave better news verification such 

as fact-checking, while many uneducated 

readers are content with the lack of quality 

news. My uneducated’ grandfather-in-law 

recently posted a quote by Kurt Cobain on 

Facebook predicting that Trump would be 

president and painted him in a positive light. 

The alleged quote from 1993 reads, “In the 

end I believe my generation will surprise 

everyone. . .  I wouldn’t be surprised if it’s 

not a business tycoon who can’t be bought 

and who does what’s right for the people. 

Someone like Donald Trump as crazy as that 

sounds” (pulled from Facebook). When he 

posted this quote, I thought it was false, so I 

did my research and with a few clicks found 

that it was indeed false. Kurt Cobain never 

made such a statement. On this particular 

post, people were praising the quote and 

many others shared it, without anybody fact 

checking the obviously suspicious content. 

The transfer of information and the belief 

systems that guide policy and society are 

complex. “There’s the public, the authority 

of the political system, and the whole 

machinery of politics, and then the press. . . 

whenever there is behavior by one, it affects 

the other two because they are dependent 

systems” (Foley). Politicians, the press, and 

the public are all informing and being 
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informed by each other which is what keeps 

the system going, but because of the current 

social and political climate, the news is 

being affected. 

 Is the future of print newspaper 

dead? Or is it just in a lull until readers grow 

tired of false and incomplete information? 

The Future of Print Newspapers 

Compton and Beneditti describe the 

current print news crisis as a, “tumultuous 

and chaotic storm. Battered by the waves of 

declining circulation, rising costs and 

crushing debt loads, newspapers across 

North America and the United Kingdom 

have slid into bankruptcy or sunk 

completely” (Compton 2010). While this 

may be the reality, the notion does not 

address the many complexities of the social 

climate surrounding the delivery and quality 

of news. While it may be true that the print 

newspaper itself could cease to exist; there 

will undoubtedly always be a need for 

quality journalism. While social media sites 

are being used to fuel inaccurate and biased 

information, the Internet has also made fact-

checking easier, which potentially could 

improve the quality of the news being 

reported. At this point in time, readers need 

to do much of the fact checking themselves. 

With the dissatisfaction and anxiety 

resulting from the recent election, people 

will crave a shift in the news paradigm and 

require better journalism.  

In the 16th century with the 

Reformation and Martin Luther there were 

pamphlets distributed on street corners with 

the intent of reinforcing specific special-

interest messages. The advent of journalism 

as a mass medium did not take hold until the 

19th Century as publishers sought to present 

more balanced discussions over civic debate. 

According to Pasco, with the advent of 

radio, advertisers became more interested in 

what people listened to and the news 

programs were a way of providing that 

legitimacy. News was filler to paid 

programming. When televisions began to fill 

American living rooms, they provided a 

different dimension to entertainment as well 

as news programs. Instead of listening to 

history in the making, it was there for all to 

see. 

The sense of immediacy by being in 

the vortex of social media fuels the current 

popularity. Not only are people remarking 

on the news, they are the news. But no 

matter how many sources of information 

clutter the landscape, there is still a role for 

the gatekeepers to be the trusted source of 

what’s really happening. That is where 
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newspapers can continue to thrive, though 

probably not in the form of newsprint folded 

and delivered to everyone’s doorstep. News 

organizations will likely consolidate further 

to maximize its efficiency in the collection 

and analysis of information. Eliminating the 

costliest element of the industry—home 

delivery in print, will solve the economics of 

the newsroom. Reliance on advertisers may 

give way to reliance on subscribers and 

benefactors supporting journalism. 

Rights guaranteed by the 

Constitution do not protect all businesses. 

The 1st Amendment clearly states, 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press...” The 

value of the press lies in the need for an 

informed society within our democracy. For 

centuries, newspapers have contributed to 

the civic education of society, which 

benefits democracy by fostering 

knowledgeable voters and engaged citizens. 

Without knowledge, context, and 

understanding that are evenly applied to the 

issues of the day, democracy suffers. 

Protecting a free press is protecting 

democracy itself. All society – readers, 

journalists and publishers – have a civic 

duty to acknowledge and support the 

business of journalism by consuming news 

from attributed sources, patronizing media 

websites, subscribing to and sharing news 

from fact-checking journalists, and rejecting 

spurious, irresponsible and sensational 

unsupported claims.   

 Journalism also has a duty to adapt 

to how society wants to consume it. Radio 

did not result in the death of newspapers. 

Television did not kill home delivery. The 

Internet will not obliterate the desire for 

truth. Trusted sources are too important to 

the future of democracy. 
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